


































Ashraful
Sticky Note

















































































































































1- 74



























1.	INTR ODUCTION

The Asian Elephant (Elephas maximus) has become a critically endangered animal in 
Bangladesh (IUCN, 2000; NCS, 2001) due to various human activities in the hill forests 
and adjacent areas. As conservation of the Asian elephant is of both national and 
international significance, IUCN Bangladesh, in collaboration with the Forest 
Department and with financial assistance from the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS), had taken up the responsibility of implementing the project 'Action Research 
for Conservation of Asian Elephants in Bangladesh'. 

Asian elephants inhabit a variety of tropical forest habitats from moist, evergreen 
lowland forest to dry semi-deciduous teak forests to cooler mountain forests up to 
10,000 feet. They also frequent adjacent grasslands and farm areas. Their varied diet 
enables them to live in disturbed forests as long as they have plenty of space to move 
around and exploit different foods without coming into conflict with people. Thus the 
Asian elephant is an 'umbrella' species, whose conservation will ensure the 
maintenance of biological diversity and ecological integrity on a large scale, across its 
range. 

Human settlement, habitat fragmentation and destruction, expansions of agriculture, 
jhum  (shifting cultivation), food scarcity etc. are the major causes of the decline in wild 
elephant population in Bangladesh.  Destruction of human settlement in and around 
the forest areas, human casualties and crop raiding by the wild elephants are 
frequently occurring phenomena in Bangladesh which have resulted in an adverse 
public reaction in respect of conserving this mega species. With a view to responding 
to the above circumstances, the study team organized a local level awareness 
workshop on elephant conservation in Chunati area  (detailed description attached in 
Annex-8) where majority of the key professionals, forest officials and members of the 
public who have knowledge of elephant habitats were invited. The idea was to 
encourage exchange of views and opinions about this threatened species and its 
habitat. Such awareness workshops on the elephant and its habitat would encourage 
people to conserve wild elephants in situ and eventually the threat may reduce. Now a 
days, threats to the elephant population can not be ignored and that's why, IUCNB 
conducted this workshop for local capacity and awareness enhancement.

This report describes the elephant habitat conditions and Local capacity and 
awareness enhancement programme through community participation in Chunati 
Wildlife sanctuary under Chittagong Forest Division. 

1. 1 Objectives of the Study

This technical report covers the pursuance of the objectives 3 and 4 of the project 
titled "Action research for Conservation of Asian Elephants in Bangladesh".  The 
objectives of the above project are as follows:

Assessment of Elephant Habitat and Local Capacity and Awareness Enhancement Programme at Chunati Wildlife Sanctuary
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