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Table 1: Farmer status by landholding  
(Bajho and Chulachuli) 
Category Landholdings (in

ropani )* 

Very poor 0–5  

Small  5.1–10  

Middle  10.1–20  

Big more than 20  
* Unit of land measurement, roughly equivalent to 508.72 
square metres (608.44 square yards). 
Source: Field survey, 2006. 
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Table 2: Major natural resources for livelihood,  health and well being individual level  

Product consumed  (%) 

Timber Firewood Grass/fodder Drinking
water 

Irrigation 
water 

NTFPs 

Site  Farmer 
status 

C P C P C P C P C P C P

Very poor 76.5 23.5 96.1 3.9 66.7 33.2 88.2 13.8 94.4 5.6 67.7 32.3

Small  85.7 14.3 70.3 29.1 58.7 41.5 74.1 25.9 100 - 71.0 29.0

Middle 72.0 28.0 52.3 47.7 39.4 60.6 85.7 14.3 98.0 2.0 71.0 29.0

C
h

u
la

ch
u

li 

Big  77.8 22.2 56.0 44.0 36.6 63.3 64.6 35.5 85.7 14.3 48.0 52.0 

Very poor  82.7 17.0 70.5 29.5 51.7 48.3 92.7 7.4 100 - 43.2 56.8

Small  89.2 10.8 62.1 37.9 44.2 55.8 100 - 100 - 34.2 65.8

Middle 70.0 30.0 45.2 54.8 35.2 64.8 95.2 4.8 99.0 1.0 15.9 84.7B
aj

h
o

 

Big  66.1 33.9 44.4 55.6 33.5 66.5 93.8 6.3 74.8 33.3 27.5 72.4

C = common or public sources (includes community forest, government forest, canals, rivers and streams) 
P = private sources (includes private forest, field or private land; personal well, ditch, tube well or pond; and 
purchase from market) 
NTFPs = non-timber forest products  
Source: Field survey, 2006. 
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Table 3: Legal provisions governing natural resources 

Resource Legal provisions

 Equitable access Participation in 
decision making 
and management 

Equitable benefit 
sharing 

Exercise/defence 
of rights 

Land - WRA LA LA 

Timber FA, WRA FA, LSGA, WRA FA FA 

Firewood FA, WRA FA, LSGA, WRA FA FA 

NTFPs FA, WRA FA, LSGA, WRA FA FA 

Grass/fodder FA, WRA FA, LSGA, WRA FA, LSGA FA 

Drinking water WRA LSGA, WRA WRA WRA 

Irrigation water WRA LSGA, WRA WRA WRA 

FA = Forest Act 1993 
LA = Land Act 1964 
LSGA = Local Self Governance Act 1999 
WRA = Water Resources Act 1992 
NTFPs = non-timber forest products 

Source: Desk study, 2005. 
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Table 4: Perceptions regarding statutory law  

Chulachuli (%) Bajho (%) Response 

Male Female Male Female 

Positive aspects  

Equitable access to and use of natural resources  28.6 27.8 25.0 17.4 

Participation in decision making and management 28.5 31.4 7.7 8.7 

Distribution of benefits without discrimination  62.5 50 51.9 47.8 

Citizens able to exercise rights to natural resources  14.3 12.2 15.4 26.1 

Negative aspects 

Inequity and unfair access to and use of natural resources 43.1 25.8 42.8 52 

Inequitable participation in decision making and 
management 

4.6 2.9 12.2 13.0 

Discrimination in the distribution of benefits  27.3 28.7 22.4 - 

Citizens unable to exercise rights to natural resources  11.4 - 14.3 17.3 
Source: Field survey, 2006. 
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Table 5: Understanding of environmental justice  

Response Chulachuli
(%) 

Bajho 
(%) 

Equitable access to and use of natural resources 35.6 66.3 

Participation in decision making and management 43.8 33.9 

Distribution of benefits without discrimination  46.6  29.8 

All citizens able to exercise rights to natural resources  15.1 1.4 
Source: Field survey, 2006. 

Table 6: Understanding of environmental injustice 

Response Chulachuli
(%) 

Bajho 
(%) 

Inequity in access to and use of natural resources 6.2 3.0 

Inequitable participation in decision making and management 36.9 49.3 

Discrimination in distribution of benefits   - - 

Citizens unable to exercise rights to natural resources  43.1 46.1 
Source: Field survey, 2006. 
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Table 7: Gateways used to resolve disputes 
concerning natural resources  

Responses Chulachuli
(%) 

Bajho 
(%) 

Courts - 1.3

District forest office  - - 

District administration office 1.2 - 

District police office 2.4 - 

Members of local government 
(VDC) 

4.8 1.3

CFUG 10.8 17.1

Political leaders  28.9 43.4 

Local elites 9.6 5.2 

Community elders 34.9 67.1 

Academics/intellectuals 59.0 63.1
Source: Field survey, 2006. 

Table 8: Conflict resolution  

Responses (%) Site Gender Status 

Committee 
meeting

Village, 
community*

Very poor  35.3 58.9 

Small  60.0 30.0 

Middle 50.0 35.7

Male 

Big  37.5 50.0

Very poor  46.2 38.5 

Small  28.6 71.4 

Middle 75.0 16.7

C
h

u
la

ch
u

li 

Female 

Big  50.0 50.0

Very poor  66.7 33.3 

Small  30.0 60.0 

Middle 49.2 44.4

Male 

Big  81.8 18.2

Very poor  66.6 33.3 

Small  25.0 25.0 

Middle 62.5 37.5

B
aj

h
o

 

Female 

Big  50.0 50.0
* Meetings with village elders, local elites, academicians and local 
leaders. Decisions are arrived at by consensus.  
Source: Field survey, 2006. 
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Table 9: Reasons for not visiting the courts  

Responses (%) Site Gender Status 

Distance Cost Time Dispute not 
serious 

Lack of 
knowledge 

Very poor  38.5 38.5 - 38.5 23.1 

Small  70.0 70.0 - 30.0 10.0 

Middle  66.6 58.3 - 33.3 8.3 

Male 

Big  71.7 71.5 28.6 14.3 28.6 

Very poor  49.9 49.9 8.3 41.6 16.6 

Small  66.6 66.6 - 66.6 - 

Middle  62.5 62.5 - 12.5 37.5 

C
h

u
la

ch
u

li 

Female 

Big  66.6 66.6 - 66.6 - 

Very poor  72.8 72.8 9.1 36.4 36.4 

Small  77.7 77.7 - 44.4 33.3 

Middle 87.6 93.9 - 37.6 31.3 

Male 

Big  75.0 62.5 12.5 25.0 50.0 

Very poor  80.0 80.0 - 40.0 60.0 

Small  66.6 66.6 - 66.6 33.3 

Middle 66.7 33.4 16.7 33.4 16.7 

B
aj

h
o

  

Female 

Big  100.0 100.0 - 16.7 50.0 
Source: Field survey, 2006. 
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Table 10: Reasons for choosing extra-legal gateways*  

  Responses (%) Gender Farmer
status Site Cost, 

time 
Distance Tradition No need Knowledge Capacity Reputation Trust, 

impartiality 

B 33.3 16.7 16.7 33.3 15.4 - 7.7 76.9 Very 
poor  

C 43.8 12.5 25 18.8 5.9 29 17.6 41.2 

B 30 30 20 20 - 20 - 80 Small  

C 25 12.5 37.5 25 10 20 10 60 

B 56.3 12.5 12.5 18.8 - 28 - 83.7 Middle  

C 58.3 16.7 16.7 8.3 14.3 7.1 21.4 57.2 

B 64. 6 11.1 - 33.3 - 18 - 72.7 

Male 

Big  

C 62.5 - 25 12.5 - 13 37.5 50 

B 33.4 16.7 16.7 33.3 16.7 - 33.3 50 Very 
poor  C 38.5 7.7 15.4 38.5 38.5 7.7 30.8 30.8 

B - 25 25 50 - - 25 50 Small  

C 100 - - - 14 28 - 28.3 

B 37.5 25 - 37.5 - 13 - 100 Middle  

C 50 25 16.7 8.3 25 16.6 8.3 58.3 

B - 16.7 16.7 33.3 16.7 - - 83.3 

Female 

Big  

C 75 25 - 50 25 25 - -  

* Includes community elders, local academics, local elites and political leaders. 
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