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Message from 
the Regional Director

Luc Bas, 
Director of the 
IUCN European Regional Office

This first Annual IUCN European Regional report 
was compiled by the Brussels office, which rep-

resents IUCN at the EU institutions and coordinates 
and supports members and programmes in the Eu-
ropean region. To assure larger pan-European coor-
dination where necessary, we work closely with the 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia Regional Office 
(ECARO), located in Belgrade, Serbia.

This report is not exhaustive of all IUCN activities in 
Europe during this enriching and eventful year. In this 
introduction I would like to highlight some of the key 
achievements and activities of IUCN in Europe in 
2015.

IUCN’s work in Europe is highly influenced by EU de-
cision-making and thus informing policy makers in 
the European Commission, Parliament and EU Mem-
ber States is a top priority. 

For instance, we engaged in informing the EU posi-
tion on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
to integrate ecosystems and conservation concerns 
and started deliberations with regard to the imple-
mentation of the SDGs in Europe. IUCN engaged 
intensively in the debate on the Fitness check of the 
EU Nature Directives, which the European Commis-
sion is now evaluating. We encouraged EU Member 
States to focus on fully implementing these direc-
tives rather than adapting them.

We also urged the EU to pay sufficient attention to 
the mitigation and adaptation services provided by 
healthy ecosystems in the EU Climate Policy Frame-
work. Furthermore, IUCN Europe responded to the 
consultation on accounting for emissions from Land 
Use Change, to be environmentally sound.

The ongoing assessments and expansion of the Eu-
ropean Red List of Threatened Species continues to 
serve as an important barometer of life in Europe and 
is key to decision-making for protecting biodiversity. 
2015 saw the completed assessment of all marine 
fishes and birds as well as wild bees and medicinal 
plants. To date, almost 10,000 European species 
have been assessed, of which sadly more than 22% 
are threatened.

We focused on including Nature-based Solutions 
into EU research and environment policy to help 
tackle societal challenges through their integration 
into city and regional planning. IUCN helped bridge 
the knowledge gap on the importance of urban biodi-
versity and ecosystem services for sustainable urban 
development, by strengthening its cooperation with 
local and regional governments in Europe and inter-
nationally. During the COP21 Climate Summit in Par-
is, we promoted investing in Nature-based Solutions 
to mitigate the effects of climate change.

Another important part of IUCN’s work in Europe is 
the EU Overseas programme, which is supporting 
the BEST Initiative with the development of region-
al ecosystem profiles and investment strategies as 
well as managing the BEST 2.0 grant programme. In 
2015, two calls for proposals were launched, provid-
ing 16 grants for projects on the ground in the EU’s 
Overseas Countries and Territories.

Lastly, I would like to explicitly thank IUCN Members, 
Commission experts, National Committees, partners 
and donors for their continued commitment to IUCN 
and valuable insight and support. 

http://162.13.195.60/theme/marine-and-polar/our-work/eu-overseas
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IUCN at a glance 

Created in 1948, IUCN has evolved into the 
world’s largest and most diverse environmen-

tal network. It harnesses the experience, resources 
and reach of its 1,300 Member organisations and 
the input of some 15,000 experts. IUCN is the global 
authority on the status of the natural world and the 
measures needed to safeguard it. Our experts are 
organised into six commissions dedicated to species 
survival, environmental law, protected areas, social 
and economic policy, ecosystem management, and 
education and communication.

The ability to convene diverse stakeholders and 
provide the latest science, objective recommenda-
tions and on-the-ground expertise drives IUCN’s 
mission of informing and empowering conservation 
efforts worldwide. We provide a neutral forum in 
which governments, NGOs, scientists, businesses, 
local communities, indigenous peoples groups, faith-
based organisations and others can work together 
to forge and implement solutions to environmental 
challenges. 

By facilitating these solutions, IUCN provides govern-
ments and institutions at all levels with the impetus 
to achieve universal goals, including on biodiversity, 
climate change and sustainable development, which 
IUCN was instrumental in defining.

Combined, our knowledge base and diverse 
membership make IUCN an incubator and trust-
ed repository of best practices, conservation tools, 
and international guidelines and standards. As the 
only environmental organisation with official United 
Nations Observer Status, IUCN ensures that nature 
conservation has a voice at the highest level of inter-
national governance.

IUCN’s expertise and extensive network provide a 
solid foundation for a large and diverse portfolio of 
conservation projects around the world. Combin-
ing the latest science with the traditional knowl-
edge of local communities, these projects work to 
reverse habitat loss, restore ecosystems and improve 
people’s well-being. They also produce a wealth of 
data and information which feeds into IUCN’s analyt-
ical capacity.

Through their affiliation with IUCN, Member organisa-
tions are part of a democratic process, voting Reso-
lutions which drive the global conservation agen-
da. They meet every four years at the IUCN World 
Conservation Congress to set priorities and agree 
on the Union’s work programme. IUCN congresses 
have produced several key international environmen-
tal agreements including the Convention on Biolog-
ical Diversity (CBD), the Convention on Internation-
al Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), the World 
Heritage Convention, and the Ramsar Convention 
on wetlands. We continue to help these conventions 
strengthen and evolve so that they can respond to 
emerging challenges. 

Our Member organisations are represented by the 
IUCN Council – the governing body. Headquartered 
in Switzerland, IUCN Secretariat comprises 1,000 
staff in 45 countries. 

IUCN is a membership Union uniquely composed of both 

government and civil society organisations. It provides public, private 

and non-governmental organisations with the knowledge and tools 

that enable human progress, economic development and nature 

conservation to take place together.
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Strategic 
orientation

The IUCN European Regional Office (IUCN Europe) 
in Brussels, acts as the secretariat for all IUCN 
Members in the European Union (as well as 11 other 
countries of the West Europe Statutory IUCN Region) 
and provides vital linkages between 320 regional 
IUCN Members and 20 IUCN State Members (figures 
from February 2016). The Office provides services to 
the Union and establishes crucial connections with 
EU institutions, national, regional and local govern-
ments and Brussels-based networks, NGOs and 
other public and private actors. 

IUCN Europe collaborates closely with the Europe-
an Commission (especially Directorate General for 
Environment, Directorate General for Research and 
Innovation, and Directorate General for Development 
and Cooperation), the European Parliament, and 
permanent representations of IUCN’s State Members 
in Brussels as well as NGOs. In doing so, the Office is 
able to support IUCN’s resource mobilisation efforts 
at EU level for the IUCN Secretariat and Members 
by monitoring and sharing new and relevant EU calls 
for proposals and tenders as well as open policy 
consultations and roadmaps. In turn, by engaging in 
knowledge development, policy influencing and joint 
projects, the IUCN Members in the European region 
help to shape and implement the IUCN Programme. 

IUCN Europe draws on its vast scientific resources 
and knowledge products to provide EU institutions, 
decision-makers and other Brussels-based stake-
holders with knowledge and advice on the value of 
conserving biodiversity and ecosystems and main-
streaming nature in various sectoral policies. For 
instance, the continuous expansion of the IUCN 
European Red List of Threatened Species plays a 
vital role in informing policy-makers as well as the 
general public on the status of species in Europe. 

Moreover, the Office plays a key role in engaging 
in relevant EU policy dialogues related to climate 
change, illegal wildlife trafficking and sustainable 
development to improve conservation policy and 
action. IUCN Europe actively promotes the concept 
of Nature-based Solutions in relation to all these 
areas, and engages with local and regional govern-
ments, the private sector, and other stakeholders, to 
facilitate NBS uptake across Europe. 

Europe has some of the world’s highest 

environmental standards that help to 

protect its natural capital, green the 

economy, and improve the well-being 

of citizens. The European Union has an 

immense global reach as the largest 

development aid donor and its policies 

have direct impact on ecosystems and 

biodiversity worldwide. 

 The IUCN European 
Regional Office in Brussels 

Photo by IUCN Europe

Green zones in Berlin 
Photo by IUCN Europe

 Iberian lynx. Photo by Ex-Situ
Conservation Programme
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In 2011, EU Member States committed to halt-
ing the loss of biodiversity and safeguarding the 
provision of ecosystem services as outlined in 
the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2020. It includes 6 
targets and 20 actions that are guiding the work 
on biodiversity in Europe. Unfortunately, biodiver-
sity loss continues at an unprecedented rate with 
a quarter of European species facing extinction 
as reported by the IUCN European Red List, a 
key tool developed by IUCN that helps measure 
progress towards meeting these targets. 

The policy responses to some of the main threats 
to biodiversity in Europe are closely monitored by 
IUCN Europe, which has worked on key global 
policy developments such as the recent Unit-
ed Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) negotiations, and the Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs). IUCN promot-
ed the adoption of NBS as a means to mitigate 
against climate change and as a sustainable 
approach to managing natural resources and 
recognise the value of natural capital as part of the 
2030 Agenda to Sustainable Development. IUCN 
has also monitored the recently adopted regula-
tion on Invasive Alien Species (IAS) and the illegal 
and illicit trade of wildlife.  The debate to include 
emissions from land use change and forestry in 
the carbon accounting of the EU was also an area 
of focus.

IUCN Europe aims to inform the EU institutions 
with the views of IUCN’s global network of experts 
by providing balanced and scientific-based infor-
mation. The Office has engaged in crucial EU 

policy-making processes, such as the ‘fitness 
check’ of the EU Birds and Habitats Directives. 
It produced a position paper in which IUCN 
supported the scientific and evidence-based 
assessment of policy and legislation, and called 
for the process to result in enhanced implemen-
tation of the EU’s Nature Directives. IUCN also 
contributed to the mid-term review of the EU’s 
Biodiversity Strategy providing information on the 
status of species in Europe.

IUCN Europe also actively promotes the imple-
mentation of Nature-based Solutions (NBS). 
Using nature to tackle some of the most press-
ing challenges of our time can be cost-effective, 
help safeguard the environment, halt biodiversity 
loss, and provide numerous economic and social 
benefits by improving quality of life, creating jobs 
and stimulating innovation. By engaging with poli-
cy makers at EU, regional and local levels, but 
also with scientists, planners, practitioners, land 
owners, business and civil society, the secretariat 
in Brussels actively seeks to promote the benefits 
of NBS.

Finally, IUCN has been advocating for the inclusion 
of ecosystem services and nature and their role 
in achieving a true circular economy following the 
recently published Circular Economy Package that 
aims to lead the EU away from its current linear 
economic models. The European Commission’s 
new proposal offered a more holistic view and 
integrated various policy tools. This may be a step 
in the right direction, but real action will be required 
to shift towards a true circular economy. 

Highlights 

Programme achievements 

1 2 3
IUCN Europe’s current ‘Programme Framework’ follows the three programme areas 
set out by the IUCN Global Programme (2013-2016). These are: 

The following section outlines the achievements of IUCN Europe in relation to these 
areas for 2015.

Valuing and 
Conserving 
Nature

Effective and 
equitable governance 
of nature’s use

Deploying nature-based 
solutions to climate, 
food and development

http://www.iucn.org/news_homepage/all_news_by_region/news_from_europe/?21917/Fitness-Check-REFIT
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Expansion of the 
IUCN European 

Red List of 
Threatened 

Species
All marine fishes and birds were assessed in 2015, 
which contributed to determining the status of all verte-
brates in Europe. Marine fishes are key to ensuring a 
healthy marine environment, providing food and other 
ecosystem services and a better understanding of their 
extinction risk is critical for the long-term viability of our 
fisheries. The assessment revealed that 7.5% of species 
are threatened in Europe. Furthermore, the assessment 
of all European birds (led by BirdLife), showed that 13% 
of birds are threatened.

In order to make the European Red List an accurate 
Barometer of Life, IUCN has focused on assessing 
underrepresented groups such as invertebrates and 
plants, which provide the foundation for healthy ecosys-
tems we all depend on. The assessment of European 
wild bees showed that nearly one in ten wild bees are 
currently threatened, while the assessment of Europe-
an medicinal plants indicated that 2.4% of medicinal 
plant species are threatened. Great progress has also 
been made on the assessment of crickets and grass-
hoppers in Europe.

The European Commission has contributed to securing 
the continuation of this vital red-listing work, by awarding 
IUCN with a LIFE project to assess more invertebrates 
and plants, including all European bryophytes, 
pteridophytes, and trees, and a selection of shrubs, 
saproxylic beetles and all remaining terrestrial molluscs.

Given that habitat degradation and habitat loss often 
precede and contribute to species decline, IUCN has 
developed a standard to assess the status of ecosys-
tems (the IUCN Red List of Ecosystems). Ecosystem 
assessments could provide a valuable tool to identify 
potential problems for threatened species, and could 
play an important role in guiding conservation action 
and identifying priority sites for restoration. In 2015, 
IUCN continued its work on the first-ever assessment 
of all European Habitat Types, in partnership with Alter-
ra, which will assess the status of all terrestrial, fresh-
water and marine habitats in Europe by June 2016. 

The IUCN European Red List 

provides a comprehensive overview 

of the extinction risk of European 

species, and is a powerful tool to 

inform policy decisions on biodiversity 

conservation.  As of 2015, almost 

10,000 species have been assessed, 

of which more than 22% are 

threatened.

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/RL-4-017.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/RL-4-020.pdf
http://www.iucnredlist.org/news/despite-conservation-successes-13-percent-of-european-birds-still-at-risk-of-extinction
http://www.iucnredlist.org/news/despite-conservation-successes-13-percent-of-european-birds-still-at-risk-of-extinction
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/RL-4-019.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/RL-4-019.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/europe/european_union/resources/news/%3F21354/Europes-medicinal-plants-in-decline-2-percent-threatened-with-extinction--IUCN-report
https://www.iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/europe/european_union/resources/news/%3F21354/Europes-medicinal-plants-in-decline-2-percent-threatened-with-extinction--IUCN-report
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Biodiversity 
policy

in Europe 

IUCN provided its expertise in order to strengthen 
the case for preserving nature laws. The position 
paper on the fitness check of the Nature Directives 
was one contribution; IUCN Europe also engaged 
in evidence gathering and participating in a public 
consultation. IUCN Europe for the process to 
result in enhanced implementation of the EU’s 
Nature Directives by accelerating the designa-
tion of marine Natura 2000 sites and substantially 
improving site management. 

As secretariat of the European Habitats Forum 
(EHF), IUCN Europe facilitated the exchange 
of knowledge on EU biodiversity policy among 
EHF members (23 leading nature organisations), 
promoted a common view on key policy issues, 
and provided a coordinated means of communica-
tion between EHF members and EU institutions. 

For the first time in over two decades, a new piece 
of nature legislation was adopted in January 2015, 
when the EU Regulation on IAS, focusing on the 
prevention, early detection, rapid eradication and 
management of IAS, entered into force. The core 
of this regulation is a list of species, known as the 
“Union’s list”. By providing scientific knowledge 
and advice, IUCN, and in particular the Species 
Survival Commission’s (SSC) Invasive Species 
Specialist Group, provided scientific knowledge to 
ensure that the species with the most damaging 
impact were included.

Other EU-related activities include: IUCN Europe’s 
role as science-policy intermediary, including the 
development of policy briefs for the European 
BiodivERsA research network, as well as the EU 
Horizon 2020 funded AQUACROSS (Knowledge, 
Assessment, and Management for AQUAtic Biodi-
versity and Ecosystem Services aCROSS EU poli-
cies) and SWOS (Satellite-based Wetland Observa-
tion System) projects; and participation in the Advi-
sory Group to the European Parliament Intergroup 
on Climate Change, Biodiversity and Sustainable 
Development. 

IUCN Europe informs policies to protect 

and restore Europe’s fragile biodiversity. 

The Natura 2000 network of protected 

areas, established under the Habitats 

and Birds directives (also known as 

the Nature Directives), is a centrepiece 

of EU nature and biodiversity 

legislation and IUCN has continued 

to encourage  the EU Member States 

to fully implement these Directives in 

order to meet the 2020 targets of the 

Biodiversity Strategy. 
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Europe on the 
global stage

In 2015, the European Union played a pivotal role on 
the global stage in shaping long-term policies on the 
environment. One key success was the adoption of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by the 
members of the United Nations General Assembly in 
September 2015. Building on the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals, the Sustainable Development Goals 
call upon all countries, poor, rich and middle income 
to implement actions that promote prosperity while 
being sustainable. As a consequence, the EU has to 
be ambitious to align both its foreign and domestic 
policies to the 2030 Agenda.

During the SDG negotiation process, IUCN Europe 
focused on the position of the EU as a key actor at the 
UN General Assembly, stressing IUCN’s global messag-
es by calling for a true integration of the environmental, 
social and economic dimensions. In particular, IUCN 
promoted the recognition of NBS and the inclusion of 
effective governance aspects in the SDGs as well as 
ensuring accountability in its monitoring mechanism. 

Lastly, IUCN also promoted at the EU level to building 
upon existing commitments, like the Aichi Biodiversi-
ty Targets. 

After the adoption of the ambitious 2030 Agenda, 
IUCN Europe called for the development of a strong 
implementation plan for the EU’s actions both within 
the EU as well as globally. 

Following the UN’s SDG summit, the world turned its 
eye on Paris for the COP21 climate negotiations. After 
two weeks of intense discussions, nearly 200 coun-
tries reached the historic Paris Climate Agreement in 
December 2015. The EU was again, one of the driving 
forces behind the agreement and the IUCN European 
Regional Office actively contributed to this landmark 
event (see events section below). 

IUCN Europe has also engaged in the debate on 
the role of land use change and forestry in reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. Forest landscape resto-
ration has the potential to play a major role in miti-
gating climate change impacts, and can also lead to 
a range of additional benefits. However, restoration 
efforts should strengthen, not detract from, Europe’s 
commitments to cutting carbon emissions from the 
energy, agriculture and transport industries. 
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Supporting 
the EU in global 

biodiversity 
conservation 

IUCN Europe’s activities stretch far 

beyond the borders of the continent. 

The office is involved in policies and 

projects concerning the EU’s Overseas 

Territories, protecting biodiversity 

in African, Caribbean and Pacific 

countries, and stepping up the fight 

against wildlife trafficking.

Building on the success of the previous calls, IUCN 
was also selected as the lead organization to coor-
dinate the BEST 2.0 programme, a funding facility 
aiming to promote the conservation of biodiver-
sity and sustainable use of ecosystem services 
including ecosystem-based approaches to climate 
change adaptation and mitigation as a basis for 
sustainable development in OCTs. In 2015, two 
calls for proposals were launched under BEST 2.0, 
providing eight small grants for projects in the Indi-
an Ocean, Polar and Sub-polar and South Atlantic 
regions and eight medium grants for projects in 
the Caribbean and Pacific regions. 

Both the BEST III consortium and the BEST 2.0 
programme are part of IUCN’s EU Overseas and 
Regional Seas Programme activities.

BIOPAMA
With a strong presence in Africa, Caribbean and 
Pacific regions and with extensive expertise in 
protected areas management worldwide, IUCN 
is also participating in the implementation of the 
European Union – Africa, Caribbean and Pacific 
(ACP) Group, BIOPAMA programme.

The BIOPAMA (Biodiversity and Protected Areas 
Management) programme aims to address threats 
to biodiversity in the ACP countries, while reducing 
poverty in communities in and around protected 
areas. It is implemented in cooperation with the 
European Commission Joint Research Centre and 
the Multi-Donor ABS Initiative and is funded by 
the 10th European Development Fund. The main 
results are reflected by the support to regional 
and national institutions in the ACP countries for 
improving decision making and building capacity 
on biodiversity conservation and protected areas 
management.

Illegal Wildlife Trade
With the EU being adopted as the 181st Party 
to CITES in 2015, and Illegal Wildlife Trade (IWT) 
high on the international agenda, the European 
Regional Office provided the bridge between the 
EU institutions and the IUCN Global Programme 
and constituency – monitoring CITES and IWT 
related issues at EU level and bringing IUCN’s 
knowledge to the institutions when required. In 
2015, the European Commission worked on the 
development of the EU Action Plan against Wildlife 
Trafficking for which IUCN provided a consolidated 
reaction to the relevant Roadmap. 

BEST
IUCN dedicated an entire programme to the 9 Outer-
most Regions and 25 Overseas Countries and Territo-
ries (OCTs) of the EU, which cover the world’s largest 
marine territory and a land area equivalent to that of 
continental Europe.

A Preparatory Action to set up a Voluntary Scheme 
for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services in Territories 
of European Overseas (BEST) was launched in 2010, 
resulting in two open calls for proposals and eighteen 
funded projects in the EU Overseas, thanks to a part-
nership with the French Aid Agency. Recognizing the 
international importance of the biodiversity in these 
regions, the BEST III consortium was established as a 
partnership, led by IUCN, developing regional ecosys-
tem profiles and investment strategies as basis for 
such a future voluntary scheme. 

https://portals.iucn.org/best/
http://www.biopama.org
http://ec.europa.eu/best
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Nature-based Solutions (NBS)

IUCN recognizes that effective conservation cannot 
be confined to remote and pristine natural areas, but 
should take a holistic view and include all relevant 
actors. Many decisions which affect biodiversity are 
taken at the local level and therefore IUCN strong-
ly supports efforts by cities and local and regional 
authorities towards biodiversity conservation.

In 2015, IUCN Europe, together with the Jeju Govern-
ment organized meetings with international experts, 
partners and representatives from sub-nation-
al authorities to begin the process of developing a 
system for evaluating and certifying cities and regions 
which place environmental sustainability, biodiver-
sity, and ecosystem services at the heart of urban 

and regional development. The World Environmental 
Hubs framework, currently under development, aims 
to help sub-national governments embrace nature 
based solutions and provide them with a platform for 
exchange and learning. 

IUCN was also a partner in the Urban Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Service project (URBES) funded by Biodi-
versa, which ended in January 2015 with a confer-
ence in Brussels. The URBES project contributed to 
informing urban planners and decision-makers on 
how to best integrate the value of nature into city plan-
ning, by bridging the knowledge gap on the impor-
tance of urban biodiversity and ecosystem services 
for sustainable urban development. 

NBS are one of the main focus areas of IUCN. Over the past few years, the 
IUCN European Regional Office has been actively working to raise awareness 
of the many socio-economic and environmental benefits of NBS and their 
contribution to sustainable development. In 2015, the European Commission 
made the NBS concept part of the Horizon 2020 programme for research 
and innovation which signifies a major step towards positioning the EU as a 
world leader in innovation with nature.
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   Several events were organised related to the newly 
released IUCN European Red Lists. In April, a 
panel discussion on the IUCN European Red List 
of Bees was held in collaboration with the Europe-
an Commission and the STEP ‘Status and Trend of 
European Pollinators’ Project to discuss the poten-
tial for and benefits of bee-friendly practices in the 
context of modern agriculture. The intensification of 
agriculture is one of the main culprits for the decline 
of bee species, which in turn, has had a nega-
tive impact on the agricultural sector as a result of 
decreased pollination services. 

During the Green Week in Brussels in June, IUCN 
and Birdlife International organised a side event to 
launch the results of the IUCN European Red List 
of birds and marine fishes (watch a web-stream of it 
here). IUCN contributed to a high-level panel debate 
on “Reconciling nature conservation and economic 
activities”. The panel focused on emphasising the 
economic value of nature and highlighted the need 
to incorporate the values of nature into business 
practices through natural capital accounting.

Also in June, IUCN Europe participated in the Euro-
pean Development Days. Together with UNESCO 
and Fairventures Worldwide, a session was held on 
climate change and forest management. Speakers 
presented best practices in forest restoration and 
highlighted the benefits of Nature-based Solutions 
for sustainable development.

The Promise of Sydney represents the outcomes of 
the IUCN World Parks Congress 2014 and captures 
the vision, commitments, innovative approaches and 
solutions for protected areas for the next decade. 
Two specific events were organised in Europe in 
2015 aimed at reinforcing the implementation of the 
Promise of Sydney in Europe. 

Major events
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http://www.greenweek2015.eu/programme-20150603-european-red-list.html
http://iucn.org/news_homepage/all_news_by_region/news_from_europe/%3F21544/Nature-based-Solutions-for-Climate-Change-Mitigation-From-Deforestation-to-Forest-Restoration
http://worldparkscongress.org/about/promise_of_sydney.html
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More than 200 experts from five continents gathered 
in Hainburg, Austria from 28 to 31 May for the Little 
Sydney: Protecting Nature in Europe conference 
co-organised by IUCN and the World Commission on 
Protected Areas (WCPA). Building on the outcomes of 
the IUCN World Parks Congress 2014, Little Sydney  
was one of the landmark events on protected areas 
to take place in 2015. Its key message was that 
protected areas are and must remain at the heart of 
all nature conservation efforts, if global and regional 
biodiversity and sustainable development targets are 
to be met. With more than 120,000 sites designated 
in 52 countries, Europe accounts for more protect-
ed areas than any other region, but pressures persist 
from agriculture and other economic activities, such 
as transport and urban sprawl.

The IUCN Secretariat, together with the Salzburg 
Global Seminar ICLEI, and WHO, co-organized 
the Salzburg Global Seminar in Austria on 8-11 
November. The seminar culminated in a joint 
commitment to acknowledge mutual co-benefits of 
nature, health, and a new urban generation, as a 
follow-up to the Promise of Sydney. The Salzburg 
Global Seminar took forward the commitment of IUCN 
and its many partners to accelerate transformative 
change for an urbanising planet. The proposed 
framework will combine an annual high-level meeting 
for catalytic leadership, investment and innovation 
with an evolving multi-year work programme to share 
pioneering approaches at local and international 
levels. Over the next decade, this Forum aims to 
position nature at the very heart of human health and 
well-being, security and prosperity across the planet.

The final project conference for the Sea for Society 
project (SFS) took place at the European Parliament 
on November 18. Funded by DG Research & Innova-
tion of the European Commission, the key objectives 
of this project were to uncover citizen and stakeholder 
views on ocean benefits and challenges and promote 
sustainable management of the marine environment. 
As a project partner, IUCN played a key role in coor-
dinating the Blue Society Expert Group, translating 
citizen and stakeholder input into concrete policy 
recommendations, and developing the ‘Blue Society 
Concept’, which outlines a new, visionary model for 
ocean governance. The Blue Society Concept was 
officially presented at the final conference.

At the UNFCCC negotiations in Paris, IUCN high-
lighted the essential role of ecosystem servic-
es in mitigating heat waves, floods and droughts 
caused by climate change. A session organised by 
IUCN on implementing NBS with an EU perspec-
tive featured several high-level speakers, includ-
ing Inger Andersen (IUCN’s Director General) and 
Karmenu Vella (EU Commissioner for Environment), 
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries. The Natural Capital 

Financing Facility was also presented at the event 
by the European Investment Bank.

Coinciding with the Paris Climate talks, IUCN Europe 
and the Jeju Government hosted the first meeting of 
the World Environmental Hubs (WEH) at the Natural 
History Museum in Paris. The WEH is a global initiative 
to establish a system for evaluating and certifying cities 
and regions that place environmental sustainability, 
biodiversity, and ecosystem services at the centre of 
urban and regional development. More information can 
be found in this webstory. 

Finally, the 2015 IUCN Regional Conservation Forum 
(RCF) for Europe, North and Central Asia, took 
place in Helsinki, Finland from 14-16 December. The 
RCF provided a platform for participants to discuss 
goals and priorities for the European Regional Work 
Programmes 2017-2020.The conference concluded 
with the adoption of the ‘Helsinki Message’, which 
highlights the priorities of IUCN in Europe, Central and 
North Asia on nature conservation, governance and 
Nature-based Solutions. 
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https://www.iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/europe/european_union/resources/news/%3F21471/Little-Sydney-A-promising-future-for-nature-in-Europe
http://worldparkscongress.org/about/promise_of_sydney.html
http://seaforsociety.eu/np4/home.html
http://www.iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/europe/%3F22271/World-Environmental-Hubs-a-new-partnership-with-subnational-governments-
https://www.iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/europe/regional_conservation_forum/helsinki_message/
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Full list of Members

Austria

Bundesministerium für Land- und 
Forstwirtschaft, Umwelt und 
Wasserwirtschaft

Nationalpark Hohe Tauern

Oesterreichischer Naturschutzbund

Umweltdachverband

WWF Osterreich

Belgium

Agentschap voor Natuur en Bos van 
het Vlaams Ministerie voor Leefmilieu, 
Natuur en Energie

Bruxelles Environnement - Institut 
Bruxellois pour la Gestion de 
l’Environnement

Conféderation Européenne des 
Propriétaires Forestiers

Direction Générale Agriculture, 
des Ressources Naturelles et de 
l’Environnement

European Bureau for Conservation 
and Development

Fédération des Associations de 
Chasse et Conservation de la Faune 
Sauvage de l`UE

Institut de Zoologie - Département 
des Sciences et Gestion de 
l’Environnement - Université de Liège

International Association for Falconry 
and Conservation of Birds of Prey

Koninklijke Maatschappij voor 
Dierkunde van Antwerpen

Politique scientifique fédérale

Regionaal Landschap Kempen en 
Maasland

Service Public Fédéral Santé publique, 
Sécurité de la Chaîne Alimentaire et 
Environnement

World Wide Fund for Nature - Belgium

Bulgaria

Bâlgarska Fondatzia Bioraznoobrazie

Ministry of Environment and Water 
(Министерство на Околната Среда 
и Водите)

Croatia

Hrvatsko Biolosko Drustvo

Hrvatsko herpetolosko drustvo

Hrvatsko Prirodoslovno Drustvo

Ministarstvo zaštite okoliša i prirode, 

Uprava za zaštitu prirode

Udruga BIOM

Cyprus

Ministry of Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Environment of 
Cyprus

Omospondia Perivallontikon Kai 
Ikologikon Organoseon Kyprou

Terra Cypria, The Cyprus Conservation 
Foundation

Czech Republic

Agentura ochrany prirody a krajiny CR

Cesky svaz ochráncu prírody

Ministerstvo životního prostředí

Správa Krkonosského národního 
parku

Unie Ceskych a Slovenskych 
Zoologickych Zahrad

Denmark

Danmarks Naturfredningsforening

Dansk Ornitologisk Forening - Birdlife 
Denmark

Friluftsrådet

Miljø- og Fødevareministeriet

Nordisk Jagersamvirke

Verdens Skove

World Wide Fund for Nature - 
Verdensnaturfonden

Zoologisk Have København

Estonia

Eestimaa Looduse Fond

Keskkonnaministeerium

Finland

BirdLife Suomi

Natur och Miljö r.f.

Suomen Luonnonsuojeluliitto

Suomen riistakeskus

World Wide Fund for Nature - Finland

Ympäristöministeriö

France

Agence des aires marines protégées

Agence des Espaces Verts de la 
région Ile-de-France

Association des amis de la forêt de 
Fontainebleau

Association des Naturalistes de 
la Vallée du Loing et du Massif de 
Fontainebleau

Association Française des Parcs 
Zoologiques

Association Française du Fonds 
Mondial pour la Nature - France

Association Française 
Interprofessionelle des Ecologues

Association Les Eco Maires

Association PAÏOLIVE

Awely, des animaux et des hommes

Centre de Coopération Internationale 
en Recherche Agronomique pour le 
Développement

Centre de Culture Scientifique, 
Technique et Industrielle de la Mer 
OCEANOPOLIS BREST

Centre de Découverte du Monde 
Marin

Centre international de droit comparé 
de l`environnement

Conservation Sauvage Internationale

Conservatoire Botanique National de 
Brest

Conservatoire du littoral

Direction de l’environnement , Conseil 
Régional d’Île de France

Direction Energie-Environnement - 
Conseil Régional de La Réunion

Fédération des Clubs Connaître et 
Protéger la Nature

Fédération des Conservatoires 
botaniques nationaux

Fédération des conservatoires 
d’espaces naturels

Fédération des parcs naturels 
régionaux de France

Fédération Française des Clubs Alpins 
et de Montagne

Fédération française des sociétés de 
sciences naturelles

Fédération Nationale des Chasseurs

Fondation GoodPlanet

Fondation Internationale pour la 
Gestion de la Faune

Fondation Nature et Découvertes

Fondation Nicolas Hulot pour la Nature 
et l’Homme

Fondation Yves Rocher - Institut de 
France

Fonds de Dotation pour la Biodiversité

France Nature Environnement

Humanité et Biodiversité

Members and Commissions
Around 350 of the 1300 Members of IUCN are 

based in the European region. Below is the full 

list of Members (including State Members).
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Jardin Botanique de la Ville de Lyon

Ministère des Affaires étrangères et du 
Développement international

Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle

Natureparif, Agence régionale pour 
la nature et la biodiversité en IIe-de-
France

NAUSICAA, Centre National de la Mer

Noé Conservation

Office National de la Chasse et de la 
Faune Sauvage

Office National des Forêts

Office pour les insectes et leur 
environment

Oiseaux Migrateurs du Palearctique 
Occidental

Parcs nationaux de France

Pro-Natura International

Scientific Committee on Problems of 
the Environment

Service des Parcs naturels régionaux 
et biodiversité - Conseil Régional 
Provence - Alpes - Côte d’Azur

Société Française pour le Droit de 
l’Environnement

Tchendukua - Ici et Ailleurs

The Cousteau Society

Tour du Valat

Association Kwata

Te Mana o te Moana

Association pour la Sauvegarde de la 
Nature Néo-Calédonienne, Nouvelle-
Calédonie

Direction de l’environnement de la 
province Sud

SPM Frag’îles

Groupe Local d’Observation et 
d`Identification des cétacés de la 
Réunion

Société Réunionnaise pour l’Etude et 
la Protection de l’Environnement Ile de 
la Réunion

Germany

Aktion Fischotterschutz e.V.

Bayerische Akademie für Naturschutz 
und Landschaftspflege (ANL)

Bellagio Forum for Sustainable 
Development

Bund Naturschutz in Bayern

Bundesamt für Naturschutz

Bundesministerium für 
Umwelt, Naturschutz, Bau und 
Reaktorsicherheit

Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 
GmbH

Deutscher Angelfischer-Verband e.V.

Deutscher Jagdverband e. V

Deutscher Naturschutzring

Ecologic Institut

EUROPARC Federation

Global Nature Fund

International Council of Environmental 
Law

Local Governments for Sustainability

Naturschutzbund Deutschland

Schutzgemeinschaft Deutsches Wild 
(Stiftung zur Erhaltung der freilebenden 
Tierwelt)

Sicherung der landwirtschaftlichen 
Arten Vielfalt in Europa (SAVE)

Stiftung Europäisches Naturerbe - 
EuroNatur

WWF - Deutschland

Zoo Leipzig GmbH

Zoologische Gesellschaft Frankfurt von 
1858 - Hilfe für die bedrohte Tierwelt

Zoologische Gesellschaft für Arten- 
und Populationsschutz e.V.

Zoologischer Garten Köln

Greece

Elliniki Etairia Meleths kai Prostasias 
Mesogeiakis Fwkias

Elliniki Etairia, for the Protection of the 
Environment and Cultural Heritage

Etairia Prostasias Prespon

Hellenic Botanical Society

Hellenic Society for the Protection of 
Nature

Ministry of Environment and Energy

World Wide Fund for Nature - Greece

Greenland

Inuit Issittormiut Siunnersuisoqatigiifiat

Hungary

Földművelésügyi Minisztérium

Goncol Alapitvany

International Council for Game and 
Wildlife Conservation

Magyar Madártani és 
Természetvédelmi Egyesület / Birdlife 
Hungary

Magyar Természetvédok Szovetsége

Nimfea Természetvédelmi Egyesület

WWF Vilag Termeszeti Alap 
Magyarorszag Alapitvany

Iceland

Landvernd, landgraedslu- og 
umhverfisverndarsamtök Íslands

Umhverfis- og auðlindaráðuneytið

Israel

Ha’amota Leidud Vekidum Shmirat 
Hateva Bamizrach Hatichon

Hai-Bar Society for the Establishment 
of Biblical National Wildlife Reserves 
in Israel

Israel Nature and Parks Authority

The Society for the Protection of 
Nature in Israel

Italy

Associazione Italiana per il World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF-Italy)

CED-PPN Centro Europeo di 
Documentazione sulla Pianificazione 
dei Parchi Naturali (DIST-Politecnico 
di Torino)

Confédération Mondiale des Activités 
Subaquatiques

Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche

Ente Parco Nazionale del Cilento, Vallo 
di Diano e Alburni

Federazione Italiana Parchi e Riserve 
Naturali

Federazione Nazionale Pro Natura

Fondazione Europea Il Nibbio

International Primatological Society

Istituto Oikos

Istituto Pangea -Onlus- Istituto 
Europeo per l`Educazione e la 
Formazione Professionale per 
l`Ambiente

Istituto Superiore per la Protezione e la 
Ricerca Ambientale

LANDS ONLUS

Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli

Legambiente

Ministero dell Ambiente e della Tutela 
del Territorio e del Mare - Direzione 
Generale per la Protezione della 
Natura

Organization for the Phyto-Taxonomic 
Investigation of the Mediterranean 
Area

Parco dell`Etna

Societa Zoologica La Torbiera

Societas Europaea Herpetologica

Unione Zoologica Italiana onlus

Università degli Studi di Catania - 
Centro universitario per la tutela e la 
gestione degli ambienti naturali ed 
agro-ecosistemi

Liechtenstein

Amt für Umwelt

Commission Internationale pour la 
Protection des Alpes

Lithuania

Lietuvos Gamtos Fondas

Lietuvos Respublikos Aplinkos 
Ministerija

Luxembourg

Ministère de l`Environnement

natur&ëmwelt a.s.b.l.

Monaco

Centre Scientifique de Monaco

Direction des Affaires Internationales

Fondation Prince Albert II de Monaco

Norway

Klima- og miljødepartementet

Norwegian Environment Agency

World Wide Fund for Nature - Norway
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Poland

Centrum Prawa Ekologicznego

Fundacja Dziedzictwo Przyrodnicze

Instytut Ochrony Przyrody Polskiej 
Akademii Nauk

Komitet Ochrony Przyrody Polska 
Akademia Nauk

Narodowa Fundacja Ochrony 
Srodowiska

Panstwowa Rada Ochrony Przyrody

Polskie Towarzystwo Ochrony 
Przyrody ‘’Salamandra’’

Polskie Towarzystwo Przyjaciół 
Przyrody “pro Natura”

Towarzystwo Przyrodnicze - Bocian

Portugal

Associação de Defesa do Património 
de Mértola

Fundo para Protecçâo dos Animais 
Selvagems

Instituto da Conservação da Natureza 
e das Florestas

Liga para a Protecçao da Natureza

Quercus - Associaçao Nacional, de 
Conservação da Natureza

Romania

Asociatia Speologica Exploratorii

Ministry of Environment Waters and 
Forests

Slovakia

Statna ochrana prírody Slovenskej 
republiky

Slovenia

Ministrstvo za kmetijstvo, gozdarstvo 
in prehrano

Spain

Diputació de Barcelona

Parc Zoològic de Barcelona

Agencia Española de Cooperación 
Internacional para el Desarrollo, 
Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores y de 
Cooperación

Ayuntamiento de Málaga

Consejería de Medio Ambiente y 
Ordenación del Territorio, Junta de 
Andalucía

Departament de Territori i 
Sostenibilitat, Generalitat de Catalunya

Departamento de Medio Ambiente, 
Diputación Foral de Álava

Fundación Biodiversidad

Mare Terra, Fundació Mediterrània, 
Fundació Privada

Acción por el Mundo Salvaje

Acciónatura

Asociación Española de Entomología

Asociación Herpetológica Española

Asociación para la Defensa de la 
Naturaleza/WWF - España

Aula del Mar - Malaga Asociación para 
la Conservación del Medio Marino

Centro de Extensión Universitaria e 
Divulgación Ambiental de Galicia

Ecologistas en Acción

Fundació Catalunya-La Pedrera

Fundació Monjos Budistes Sakya 
Tashi Ling, Fundació Privada

Fundación CBD para la Conservación 
de la Biodiversidad y su Hábitat

Fundación Lonxanet para la Pesca 
Sostenible

Fundación Lurgaia

Fundación Monte Mediterráneo

Fundación Naturaleza y Hombre

Fundación Oxigeno

Fundación para la Conservación del 
Quebrantahuesos

Fundación para la Conservación y 
Recuperación de Animales Marinos

Grup Balear d`Ornitologia i Defensa de 
la Naturalesa

Grupo para la Rehabilitación de la 
Fauna Autóctona y su Hábitat

Lliga per a la Defensa del Patrimoni 
Natural

Loro Parque Fundación

MEDITERRANIA - Centre d`Iniciatives 
Ecologiques

Océanidas

Organització Ecologista L’Escurçó

SEO/BirdLife, Sociedad Española de 
Ornitología

Sociedad Española de Biología de la 
Conservación de Plantas

Sociedad Española para la Defensa 
del Patrimonio Geológico y Minero

Sociedad Geológica de España

Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentación 
y Medio Ambiente

Sweden

ArtDatabanken, Sveriges 
Lantbruksuniveraitet

Centrum för biologisk mångfald

Coalition Clean Baltic

Naturhistoriska Riksmuseet

Regeringskansliet (Sweden)

Stiftelsen Nordens Ark

Stiftelsen Skansen

Svenska Jägareförbundet

Svenska Naturskyddsföreningen

The European Association for the 
Conservation of the Geological 
Heritage

Varldsnaturfonden WWF

Switzerland

Borneo Tropical Rainforest Foundation

European Association of Zoo and 
Wildlife Veterinarians

Fondation Save Our Seas

HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation

JagdSchweiz

Netzwerk Schweizer Pärke / Réseau 
des parcs suisses / Rete dei parchi 
svizzeri / Rait dals parcs svizzers

Nos Oiseaux - Société Romande pour 
l’Etude et la Protection des Oiseaux

Office fédéral de l’environnement

Pro Natura / Friends of the Earth 
Switzerland

Programme for the Endorsement of 
Forest Certification Schemes PEFC 
Council

Société suisse d’étude et de 
protection des cétacés

Swiss Academy of Sciences

Swiss Association for the Protection of 
Birds - BirdLife Switzerland

The European Outdoor Conservation 
Association

World Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums

World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development

World Wide Fund for Nature - 
International

World Wide Fund for Nature - 
Switzerland

Zooschweiz

The Netherlands

Alertis, Stichting voor Beer en 
Natuurbescherming

Both Ends - Environment and 
Development Service for NGOs

De Vlinderstichting

De 12 Landschappen

European Association of Zoos and 
Aquaria

Faculteit der Natuurwetenschappen, 
Wiskunde en Informatica - Universiteit 
van Amsterdam

Koninklijke Nederlandse 
Natuurhistorische Vereniging

Ministerie van Economische Zaken

Naturalis Biodiversity Center

Natuur & Milieu

Nederlands Centrum voor Inheemse 
Volken

Nederlandse Vereniging van 
Dierentuinen

Reptile Amfibieën Vissen Onderzoek 
Nederland

SOVON Vogelonderzoek Nederland

Staatsbosbeheer

Stichting CHIMBO

Stichting Het Nationals Park De Hoge 
Veluwe

Stichting Leerstoel Prins Bernhard

Stichting Lippe - Biesterfeld 
Natuurcollege

Stichting tot Behoud en ter 
Bescherming van het Przewalski-
paard

Stichting tot instandhouding van 
de diergaarde van het koninklijk 
zoölogisch genootschap, Natura Artis 
Magistra
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The Avalon Foundation

Tropenbos International

Van Tienhoven Stichting voor 
Internationale Natuurbescherming

Vereniging Milieudefensie

Vereniging Nederlands 
Cultuurlandschap

Vereniging tot Behoud van 
Natuurmonumenten in Nederland

Vereniging voor Instituut voor 
Natuureducatie en Duurzaamheid

Vereniging voor Zoogdierkunde en 
Zoogdierbescherming

Vogelbescherming Nederland

Waddenvereniging

Wereld Natuur Fonds - Nederland

Wetlands International

Wiskunde en Natuurwetenschappen, 
Centrum voor Milieuwetenschappen 
Leiden

Caribbean Research & Management 
of Biodiversity Foundation

Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance

Turkije

Doğa Derneği (BirdLife Turkey)

Dogal Hayati Koruma Vakfi - WWF 
Türkiye

Kaz Dağı ve Madra Dağı Belediyeler 
Birliği

Türkiye Cumhuriyeti Orman ve Su İşleri 
Bakanlığı Söğütözü

Türkiye Erozyonla Mücadele, 
Agaçlandirma ve Dogal Varliklari 
Koruma Vakfi (Tema Vakfi)

Türkiye Tabiatini Koruma Dernegi

United Kingdom

A Rocha International

BioNET-INTERNATIONAL: The Global 
Network for Taxonomy

Biosphere Expeditions

BirdLife International

Blue Ventures Conservation

Bristol Clifton and West of England 
Zoological Society

British and Irish Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums

British Ecological Society

Chartered Institute of Ecology and 
Environmental Management

Community Centred Conservation

Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs

Department of the Environment & 
Climate Change, Government of 
Gibraltar

Earthwatch Institute (Europe)

Falklands Conservation

Fauna & Flora International

Forest Peoples Programme

Gibraltar Ornithological and Natural 
History Society

International Fur Trade Federation

International Institute for Environment 
and Development

Marwell Wildlife

Natural History Museum, London

North of England Zoological Society 
(Chester Zoo)

People`s Trust for Endangered Species

Plantlife International

Rainforest Concern

Royal Botanic Gardens Kew

Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds

Scottish Environment Link

Society for the Protection of Animals 
Abroad

The John Muir Trust

The Royal Zoological Society of 
Scotland

The Sibthorp Trust

The Wildlife Trusts

The World Parrot Trust

Twycross Zoo, East Midland 
Zoological Society

Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust

Wildscreen

World Land Trust

World Wide Fund for Nature - U.K.

Zoological Society of London

Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust

National Parks Trust of the Virgin 
Islands

New Members in 2015

Netzwerk Schweizer Pärke / 
Réseau des parcs suisses / Rete 
dei parchi svizzeri / Rait dals parcs 
svizzers [Swiss Parks Network], 
Switzerland 

Department of the Environment, 
Government of Gibraltar, United 
Kingdom

Association Les Eco Maires (EM) [The 
Eco Mayors Association], France

Fédération Nationale des Chasseurs 
(FNC), [National Federation of 
Hunters], France

JagdSchweiz (JS), [Swiss Hunting 
Association], Switzerland

Conseil Régional de La Réunion, 
France 

The John Muir Trust, (JMT), United 
Kingdom

Kaz Dağı ve Madra Dağı Belediyeler 
Birliği, (K.M.B.B.), Turkey

Instituto da Conservação da Natureza 
e das Florestas (ICNF), [Institute for 
Nature Conservation and Forests], 
Portugal  

Unione Zoologica Italiana onlus (Italian 
Zoological Union onlus), (UZI onlus), 
Italy

http://www.paerke.ch/
http://www.paerke.ch/
http://www.paerke.ch/
http://www.paerke.ch/
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/environment/environment
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/environment/environment
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/environment/environment
http://www.chasseurdefrance.com/
http://www.jagd.ch/
http://www.regionreunion.com/
http://www.jmt.org/
http://www.kazmad.gov.tr/
http://www.kazmad.gov.tr/
http://www.icnf.pt/
http://www.icnf.pt/
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Below is an overview of some of the activities from 
each Commission over the 2015 period.

Species Survival Commission

In 2015, the Species’ Survival Commission (SSC) 
continued to play a significant role in the work of the 
IUCN’s Secretariat in Europe. In particular, SSC con-
tributed to the development of the IUCN European 
Red List through the Species Specialist Groups and 
Red List Authorities, who greatly participated in the 
assessments of marine fishes, bees, medicinal and 
vascular plants, bryophytes, grasshoppers and ter-
restrial molluscs. In addition, the SSC Invasive Spe-
cies Specialist Group also performed a remarkable 
role in providing scientific information in the frame-
work of the EU Regulation on Invasive Alien Species.

World Commission on Protected Areas 

In May 2015, the World Commission on Protected 
Areas (WCPA) Europe organised the “Little Sydney: 
Protecting Nature in Europe” conference in Austria, 
highlighting the outcomes of the World Parks Con-
gress and setting up priorities for the next few years.

Over the course of 2015, the WCPA continued to 
provide advisory services, mobilise its members in 
different European countries and participate in the 
evaluation of missions and initiatives that address is-
sues in reaching objectives related to protected areas 
set out by the IUCN protected areas management.

The WCPA Europe also continued to work on several 
of its thematic groups such as World Heritage and 

Natura 2000. In addition, it supported and promoted 
the work of partners to various protected area initia-
tives and projects. 

Commission of Ecosystem Management 

With its Chair and many active Thematic Group Lead-
ers based in Europe, IUCN’s Commission on Eco-
system Management (CEM) is particularly dynamic 
in the region. Some examples of work completed in 
2015 were contributions by Annemarie Goedmakers 
on IUCN policies for the mining sector (Aluminium 
Stewardship Initiative, International Council for Min-
ing and Metals);a gathering of the Sustainable Use 
and Management of Ecosystems thematic group in 
Vienna, to celebrate the upgrade in most European 
languages of the website www.naturalliance.eu and 
to plan roll-out of the system being developed for the 
community work to map and restore ecosystems; 
and sponsoring the Mountains of our Future Earth 
Conference held in Perth, Scotland on 5-8 October, 
attended by 400 people from 52 countries.

Commission on Environmental 
Economic and Social Policy

The main activities for the Commission on Environ-
mental Economic and Social Policy (CEESP) – Eu-
rope in 2015 include contributing to the IUCN EU 
Policy Advisory Group through the CEESP Vice Chair 
(as Co-chair of EUPAG) to advise IUCN on key policy 
opportunities and initiatives bringing environmental, 
economic and social policy expertise. CEESP – Eu-
rope also actively engaged in the Working Group on 
the Development of National Committees in Europe, 

Commissions
 IUCN works in partnership with six thematic Commissions consisting of 

over 15,000 volunteer experts that provide the Union with knowledge and 

policy advice on conservation issues. 

These are the numbers of scientists in the European region, active in the various Commissions:

Species Survival Commission 3067

World Commission on Protected Areas 528

Commission on Ecosystem Management 348

Commission on Environmental, Economic and Social Policy 305

Commission on Education and Communication 291

World Commission on Environmental Law 263

http://aluminium-stewardship.org
http://aluminium-stewardship.org
http://www.naturalliance.eu
https://www.perth.uhi.ac.uk/subject-areas/centre-for-mountain-studies/events/perth-iii-mountains-of-our-future-earth
https://www.perth.uhi.ac.uk/subject-areas/centre-for-mountain-studies/events/perth-iii-mountains-of-our-future-earth
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promoting the inclusion of Commission’s expertise 
in these key and influential national platforms for 
conservation and sustainable development. CEESP 
also helped shape and participated in the European 
Regional Conservation Forum in Helsinki on 14-16 
December, providing input to the IUCN Global Pro-
gramme and European component and policy direc-
tions for the future. CEESP members engaged in the 
work of the Union in Europe through sharing infor-
mation and opportunities, and getting their input in 
key initiatives such as the development of the CEESP 
mandate and priorities as well as of relevant motions.

Commission on Education and 
Communication

Over the course of 2015, the members of the IUCN 
Commission on Education and Communication 
(CEC) in Europe developed the free on-line courses 
of www.FROGLEAP.org to support strategic commu-
nication and behavioural change. The Commission 
also ran communication trainings in several countries 
in and out of Europe and held a workshop at COP21 
in Paris, focusing on what is needed to unlock the 
power of Education for Sustainable Development to 
help address the global climate challenge.

With the support of the Göncöl Foundation, the CEC 
developed the “Life of an aluminium can” game in 
the framework of NatuREcycle project. Finally, sev-

eral European CEC members and their organisations 
partnered with the IUCN member ANL to develop 
the Experiential Learning and Education for Nature 
Awareness project supported by the EU Comenius 
programme.
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http://www.frogleap.org/
http://www.rce-network.org/portal/sites/default/files/ESD%20Flyer%20Paris%202015%20UNFCCC%20COP212.pdf
http://www.cectalksnature.org/naturecycle
http://www.anl.bayern.de/
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IUCN National Committees
 

Here is a selection of activities of National Committees within the IUCN European region. 

For the Union’s activities in the Mediterranean region and in Eastern Europe, North and 

Central Asia, please consult the Annual Reports of the regional Offices. 

Belgium
Key highlights for the Belgian IUCN National Focal 
Point include the publication of a critical appraisal of 
the Nature-based Solutions concept; and the organ-
isation of a Christmas market co-hosted by MAES 
(Mapping and Assessment of Ecosystem and their 
Services) and LNE (Departement Leefmilieu, Natuur 
& Energie van de Vlaamse overheid; Belgian IUCN 
Member). The meeting aimed at facilitating the ex-
change of ideas, practices and products on Ecosys-
tem Services in a friendly market-like atmosphere, 
by bringing together people from academia, public 
administration, European Commission and civil soci-
ety, as well as representatives of Ecosystem Servic-
es communities of practice abroad. For more insight 
into the event, watch the video here. 

Denmark
After hosting its first conference in 2014 on “Reintro-
duction, recolonisation and invasive species in Den-
mark” at the Danish House of Parliament, 2015 was 
a quiet year for the National Committee of Denmark. 
However, specific project meetings were initiated on 
top of the quarterly committee meetings. The idea 
was to identify projects where the Danish Members 
can work together to deliver the IUCN Programme.

France
A large portion of IUCN France’s activities during 
2015 focused on preparations for the COP21 Climate 
Summit, in Paris. IUCN France organised several 
events in order to showcase Nature-based Solutions 
as a means of limiting greenhouse gas emissions and 
its ability to adapt to the effects of climate change. 
The French National Committee also managed a pa-
vilion at the summit in partnership with The French 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs and International Devel-
opment, of Ecology, Sustainable Development and 
Energy and Overseas, as well as the French Devel-
opment Agency. At the pavilion, they presented cas-
es on how Nature-based Solutions can help address 
challenges around climate change and contribute to 
the health and functionality of terrestrial, coastal and 
marine ecosystems.

The Netherlands
For IUCN National Committee of the Netherlands, 
2015 was the concluding year for the main pro-
jects in their portfolio. During these comprehensive 
multi-year programmes,  IUCN NL successfully 
strengthened the capacity of NGOs in 17 coun-
tries in Southeast Asia, Africa and South America. 
Looking forward, IUCN NL also secured two new 
Strategic Partnerships with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, which will run from 2016-2020. Finally, 
IUCN NL successfully engaged with businesses, 
for example at the Leaders for Nature Forum in 
April, during which companies and member organ-
isations worked together to find solutions for natu-
ral capital challenges.
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http://www.biodiversity.be
http://www.biodiversity.be
https://vimeo.com/152578882
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Spain
In 2015, the IUCN National Committee of Spain 
consolidated its new programme, which aims at 
strengthening membership, increasing international 
relations and promoting the Spanish Committee’s 
values based on the global IUCN programme. Sev-
eral activities were also developed to inform national 
and regional environmental policies in Spain. An im-
portant event was the 2015 Members forum in Mal-
aga, which celebrated the 50th anniversary of the 
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Furthermore, 
following the goals set at the Congress of Sydney, a 
series of conferences were held in Galicia, in order 
to disseminate the most relevant issues presented 
at the World Parks Congress and analyse its possi-
ble application in Spanish Protected Areas.

Turkey
The IUCN National Committee for Turkey published 
its Code of Conduct in 2015. The Turkish National 
Committee also made a point of holding meetings at 
least twice a year with six IUCN members (5 NGOs: 
TEMA, DD, WWF-TR, TTKD, and Kaz and Madra 
Mountains Union) and 1 State Member (The Ministry 
of Forestry and Water Affairs). 

The National Committee for Turkey also welcomed a 
new IUCN member and IUCN NC member “Munic-
ipality Union for Kaz Mountains and Madra Moun-
tains” in 2015. 

United Kingdom
The IUCN National Committee for the United King-
dom was particularly pleased to welcome the IUCN 
Director General, Inger Andersen, to a reception at 
the House of Lords in Westminster where she ad-
dressed UK Members. Progress was made with UK 
projects on peatlands, river restoration and apply-
ing IUCN protected area management categories. 
Preparations also began for engagement in the next 
World Conservation Congress that will take place in 
Hawaii, in September 2016.

IUCN WGNCDENCA
In 2015 the IUCN Working Group on National Com-
mittee Development in Europe, North and Central 
Asia (WGNCDENCA) initiated Project Postcards. 
Members were asked to provide a short project 
summary of their best project together with a pho-
tograph. This simple process provided a glimpse of 
some conservation efforts being delivered by IUCN 
Members and how they contribute to the global 
IUCN programme. The project was showcased 
at the Regional Conservation Forum for Europe, 
North and Central Asia, held in Helsinki in Decem-
ber 2015. 

Joining Forces for Nature

Project postcards from IUCN members 
in Europe, North and Central Asia 

IUCN Working Group on National Committee Development in Europe, North and Central Asia, October 2015 
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Publications 
IUCN European Red List of Bees (April 2015)

IUCN European Red List of Medicinal Plants (May 2015)

IUCN European Red List of Marine Fishes (June 2015)

European Red List of Birds (compiled by BirdLife, June 2015)

Summary of the Little Sydney Conference in Hainburg, Austria (28-31 May 2015)

Position paper on the Regulatory Fitness and Performance Programme on the EU Birds and Habitats 
Directives (28 September 2015)

Summary of the IUCN Regional Conservation Forum of Europe, North and Central Asia in Helsinki, 
Finland (14-16 December 2015)

IUCN produced a series of short videos and factsheets as part of the European project URBES – 
Urban Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services. The project was closed in 2015, but the factsheets  can 
still be downloaded. The videos are also online: one on Barcelona , on Rotterdam and on Berlin.

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/RL-4-019.pdf
http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/iucn_european_red_list_of_medicinal_plants_web.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/RL-4-017.pdf
http://www.birdlife.org/sites/default/files/attachments/RedList%20-%20BirdLife%20publication%20WEB.pdf
http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/ls_summary_final.pdf
http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/iucn_position_paper_eu_nature_directives_28_september_2015_final.pdf
http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/2015_iucn_rcf_euro_summary_report.pdf
http://cbc.iclei.org/URBES-fact-sheets
http://www.iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/europe/resources/videos/?16029/Barcelona---embracing-the-vision-of-a-greener-future
http://www.iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/europe/resources/videos/?18402/Berlin--The-value-of-green-spaces-for-a-sustainable-future
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Expenditure €

Policy 400.095

Management & leadership 144.555

Admin & Finance 121.265

Natural Capital 164.496

Protected Areas 67.626

Red Lists 220.641

Marine & polar 159.292

Total expenditure 1 277 970

Income €

IUCN operational funding 447.773

Donor income from the EU 506.694

Donor income from EU Member 
States 156.280

Other sources 59.121

Donor income from the Jeju 
Government 108.102

Total income 1 277 970

Regional financial summary
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