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Mir. Presagant,

Edition which has been prodused 0 yaur hnor |1 5 880 a very spacial gin smce

a great pleasura 10 presani you The Red Book of Saouthern Africa Speadia

n

it comibines a call to protect same of the warkd's nehst foasysiems with an
appesl for politicians to show laadership in safeguarnding the amaranmeant that
provicles every one of us with our veny lives. Through your talial 0 fussamanial
hurman values, your dedication to-a just causs and your unwavering cormimitment
fo thae batterment of ywour fallow Fuman Daings, wou emaoady the spart that we

miust call upon 1o take action, now, In ordar 10 sawe our planed

BAr r'l'r"'=.-li'.||=!l'-|_ Yau have shown he worid thal a just cause can friumph aLata iy 31
ihe ooas, that |'-C||.'Il.'7 BN Nt e given up anc hat all humans shEars 2 ;-J"-i_.l ng foe
|_|||__j| ity arsd miutual respect, I 5 unioriunately nr:c..'-‘nr'q ciaanar eveny a8y thait
unbass wa pul enveronmental ssoes ot the centre of aur deciion-making

processes. thesa noble ideals will nevar De fulhy realed

Thes baook 1s sbout threatensad species, but it = also about us hurman beangs. It
Mustrales the beauty, diversity and imporiance of the SADE countries, fhe
chillengas to maintain this rich and complex haritage, and the efforts of its
Afabitants o hind 1he fgnt Batance belwesen profechic of natire and 1 I'|-'I|'|;_‘: fhe
jagitimate needs 10 live and prosper | beleve thes ook also offers hope
Southamn Alnca = the cradle of mankind, whan humans started to miaract with
nature first. it s whara fhe knowledge of nature runs deapesi and whara heman
salidarity-is most needed, If wa ara 1o be successiul in facing the ervironmenta
challengas of tomarmow, our knowkedge and solidarty will bs tested and
nspiration will De needel F‘.-',.' Irsgring The wWingEs WwWiorkd over a0 many years, you

mclivateg all thoss who-cars 1or the Tuture of umamnkind

Thiank yau tor inspireng us with your eadesrshig

YoRirs truly,
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Valll Moosa

Primicdent. TF ineid Gorser

o
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Julia Marton-Lefavre

LyrsSior Lasfiara] N
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William Jackson

Holly T. Dublin

Jane Smart
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FOREWORD
The Imporiance of Red

{Char Inves a8 peopie are nextncably nked with nature. The planis and animats we
chare the planet wiih provide many fnches on which our ves depend, [his
‘bodiversity’ as it B knowen, 5 essential to our planst, to buman wellbsirg, and o
the hveshoods and culfural iInfegnty of all peops amund the giohe

W are losing nature, a situation someaiimes refemed 10 25 the global extinchion
crisis. To fackla this, ILCGH, with the kelp of thousands of expers around the globs,
produces the IUCH Bad List of Thmatened Species. Over time this Bst hes becoms
the world's most cormprabansie imeantany of the global consenvation status of

plants and animats

Since ks inceghian in tha sarly 1060s. he IUCN Bead List has grown smimenaealy in
scope @and coverage, now dooumenting the predicament of mora than-40,000
inclividial life-forms — bath on land and in the water. It provides a ursgue: lans inld
whal 15 happening (o our planst now, and over time

Hoaewer, tha ILGHN Road L=t is not just & egister of mames and associaled threat
categanes. Teor for that matter =0 an obeuary 1o whal has alreaay Deen iost
Rathear. the real powsar and utllity of the ILUCM Fed List is in what lies bensath; a
mch, expart-dvan compandium of infcrrmaton Ul amms us o with The knoywieoge on
wihat the threats to nature are, whens thay & Speraling, & nid, |"5||:|'\-’!-.|=- Y, M fo
ComgEt tham

Fusliad by the enthusasm and efforts of thousands of dedicaled specsiists
weoricdhwicie, the ILICK Red List has becormes an increasingly powarful tool for
consanation planming, managemsnt, menitoring and decision making

LICHN, swarking with its family of members and partners anound The world, sensas
fhat the world is beginning 1o wake up @nd respand 1o the current crisis af
biodiversity. indead it s our messon to kelp society takes action tostem this loss, 1o

turn from destroyers to steswards

Ciur lives are inaxtricabby linkad with nature - and ultimately our own survival as a
species - will dapend on our ability o parfarm fhes task

ILCH i pieased to presant The Red Book of Southern Afrcs, ilesteating the
consaryalion status of thousands of plants and animals 0 the courtries of thea
South Alncan Development Commurity inclueding Angola, Batswana, Democrits
Republic of Congo, Lesotho, Madagascar {mambership pending), hMalawi,
Mauritivs, Mozamblgue, Mamibés, Seychelies, South Afnca, Swanland, Tanrania,

Zambia anrd Lirmdabwa




RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIEST
What is the IUCH Red List of Threatensd Specias™7

Thi ILCH Bied List is the world's miost comprebansive inmdanton of the glots

conservation status of plant and animal species. it Lses a sel of crlana o evaluate
the extinction sk of thowsands of species and subspacies. Thase Crilana ane

relevant to all species and all regions of the world, With its strong scientific base
the ILHCH Red List 5 recognized a5 tha most authaniatve guete 1o the stalus of
DieQIcas diversay.

Thee gl e af the ILGKN Red List is to comeey the urgarsy and scale of
consenation problems (0 The pUbDIg and poscy makers, and to mesisela- thie aloha

commurnty 19 iry I reducs speckes extinciaonsg

FACTS ABOUT THREATENED SPECIES

How many spacies gre threatenad?

Thaer are now 41,4158 species on the ILCK Red List with 16,306 species of thase
thrastenad with axtincticn,. This sy be a8 gross unoeestmate because fewer than
304 of the workd's 1.8 malon described soeces e been gssessad by the Red L

The number of threatened species is splil by:
Anirmals s

Flants, Tungl & algae g,4ab

In major species groups, the percentage of threatened species ranges
between 1250 and 52%.

Hirds 12% ar1ng

Mammais 22% or 1 imd ame threatanad
Amphibdans M orlind

Turiles and tortoises approximataly 43%

Lonifars 2 0%

Cycads an ancent grno of pb 5004




What are the threat=?

L

9944 of threataned specias are 31 nsk rom human actailsas, Hemans ana hi

main cause of axtincton and e proociple threst 10 spescies &t el of excincian
Habitat 055 and degradaton ans the Eaoing threais They atfect BE%: of &l
threataned beds, B6% of thie threatensd mammais assessed and BE% ol T
threataensd ampheians.

Imtroductions of alen species. Some of the worst include cats and rals, gresn
o=, zebira mussals: the Afncan tuhp tree and the brosyn trea snakea

Imtroductions of aien species can happen delherately or unintentionally, fod

exmmpe, by .'.!;.ﬁi:ann'-'. hitchH ".|I-||'-:'_|" I Contarers. shps, cars of soil
Cver-exploitation. Resource axtracton, hunting and fishing for food, pets, and
medesing thregten many spacaas

Fallution and disease

Human-mducesd climate change is increasngly recognized 85 & senous threst
Climate change &= altering migratony species patierms, causing Gorsl Dleacheng,

i
B

Which spacias are threatenod by whaty

WMammmals: 33% ame threatensd Dy over-explosation,

Rircls: 0% aré Ihraatenes Oy OVEr-8xpis tation and imvasive alien apeces.
Invasives are Impachng &% af ihreaiened bods on slands

} chmaie chenge; and 17%

Amphiteans: 29% ame afected by pollution (ociusding
b disease [part Cularyy chwingdeamycasis) THé slarashon Delwesn hissEss and
axtreme climatic events (drowght) = the laading Frypathess 1o witesprean
amghibéan declines

Marine species: Primarily threatened by over-axplodation and nanitat loss
imcidental mortality &5 a result of fishenes is an incrasing threst, aff g

hect
saahirds, manne mammilis and other marins spacics

By-catoh from fishenes threatens B3 bird species

Freshwater speries are most threatened by Rabitat loss, followed by pofution
and Invaswe SpBciES

Threat processes ane dynamic and Changs over ime. inyasive alidn Species
wars hisforically the greatest threal 1o birda, Dot today, habdtal kass Nas amanged
gs the dominant threat. This may change again i predictions ot glotal warming

Be COrmacl




Where are the most species threatened?

In tha fropics, aspacially on mountains and on isiards

Viehile the vas! majonty of axtnctions since 1500 AL have oocunsd on 0068 et
slands, owar tha st 20 vears, mughly 0% af axtindticns oocurmad an
cortinents

icantral and South Amenca, Afnca south of the Sahara, and tropecal South and
Southeast Asig. WhyT Thesa are the tropical contments that contain the tropical
and subtropical moist broadleaf foresta that ame belisved to hoat the majority of
iniE earin s terresingl and reshwaler Species

Australia, Brazil, Ching, Indonesia and Mezico have bath a high numbser of
threaiensd arnd threaiened endemic Speces

Threatened marne maEmmsls are concenirabed n the Narhern Pacilic Ocean
Threatered seabirds, chandrichthyan fahes (sharks, rays and chimaesas) and
sehorses (1he iatter Swo nol completaly Gssassed] ane especially threatened in
ine aastern Indian Cicean and southwest and wast-central Pacific

What are the trends?

The numiber of threatenad species is increasing in almast all the major
taxOnMID QRoups

Since 10994 the nurmbar of bird species threatenad with global extinction has
rean to 12 %

Fed List Indices for birds and amphibians show that the status of both has
declined steadidy since the 198{s

How are trends measured? The Red List Indices [HLIs) are @n impotant nessw
develppiment which maasurg trends in exhinchon ek Dy compar ng e staties of
specilc groups o spacies ovar tirme, HLES can only be calculaied for species
groups thal have bean fully assessed al lesst twics, 5o they ané ondy availabla
for cerasn groups. Hed List indices are curmenihy available for birds and
amphibians.

What is extinchion?

L]

The ILCH Red List considers a species extinct when exhaustive surveys in
kraan o enpaciad habitats ol 1o recond any indhaduals

The 2007 ILICH Bad Lai docurmants F85 extenchons arkd 55 extmchions in the
wldl since 1500 &L fwdhan Mistoncal scEnfilic eaorcs I_H_H:iwar!:ll Bt ERes rilirrsbsar
doasnt accourd for- the thousarnds of Spacwss ihat 0 gatirct bafors scantists
ayan have a chance 1o descrbs them

Praviows axtinctions werna dus 1o natural caluses. Extinction s El'.||15.;':|- 2 natieal
FlhE'Il'.ll'IlE.'-I'_""l that we F."J.FII-_"C'I to-ocour at a rate of -il:ll:"-!'l:l:'.""iﬂti-!-":,' 1 to 5 spacies
PEr year, bl r-l.'.l'.'.'."ll'.':'l'l.'Fl EX g Gelievs Wwe are losing dozens e EEy — oLy
100 to 1000 times higher than n.'!l'.l':':il'l.-llul'll_.: rates

Current extinctions: ane generally broughl sbout by humans: Extinctions caused
by humans are consdered 10 be @ recent phenomenon; today 3804 of

hregtened SoaciEs are al sl from human achivibes




HIGHLMAHTS FROM THE 2007 ILCN RED LISTOF

The decline of the great apes

A reassassment of our Closest miatives, the greal apes, Nas reveaksd a gnm
pacture, The Western Garilta (Gonila goniva) has moved fram Endangered fo
Critically Endangersd, afier the decovery that the main subspscies, ihe Western
Lowiand Gornlla [Gomls gonlla gonila), has besn decimated by the comemancsal
bushmeal trade ard the Eboia vinus. Their populaton has declined by monms than
B0% owar the last 20-25 vears, with about one third of the total population fownd in

profectod ameds Killed by the Ebota vwus over the kast 15 years

Wihure crsis

This vaar tha tolal nuembar of bords on the 1L G Red List s 5958 with 1,217 sted
as Threatened. Vulturesin Alrica and Aszia have declined, with five species
reciassified on the ILGH Red List In Asta, the Red-headed Vullure (Sercogyps
mioved from MNear Threatened to Grtically Endangensd wiile the Eqvyptian

EHvL:
Viulture iNeophron percnopterus) moved from Least Coroarm (o Endargesed. The
raped decline in the bims over the |ast eight years nas been cirrven by thee o ug
dickofaras, usad 1o iragal inestook

n Africa, thres species of vultune have Deen reckassdfied, nciuding the Whila
headed Vulture (Thgonocens acopilals), which moved from Laast Concern 1o
Vilneranie, the White-backad Valture (Gyps afficanus) and ROppell’s Grifion {Gyos
ruenpeiy), both moved from Least Canoesn o N Ihreatened, The birds" declne
nas been due to 8 lachk of food, with a reductan in wild graeng mamimsie, ebdat
iss and collsion with power lines. Thay have also basn poisoned by caroaases
delfibarately laced with insecticide. The bait is interndad o Gl Inestock predators,
such as hyenas, [ackals and big cats, bit i§ also ks vuflures

PECIES LOSS IS OUR B

[

Consernvation acton is swing QoW Bicdnersity i055 i S0me Cases, DUl there @re
&1l many species thal seed more attention from conservationists. This yaar, anly
oni snecies has moved fo a lower category of theeat, The Maurtius or Echo
Parakas! [Boriiaoula BOjLEE), witnich weas one of the world's rarest pamots 15 years
ago, has moved from Critica Iy [—_r-'Jd=||.;~_'r4,!|':i {o Enclangerad. Tha Improvameant 1S a
resuft of successful conservation actian, including close monitoning of nesting sites
and supplementiny feeding combinad with a caplive breeding and reieass

PrOCrRrmiTIE







PENT CORARLINIT

The fifleen countries that make up
the Southern Alncan El-f:uelnpmenl
Community (SADC) are

Angoia

Boiswana

Cremocratic Republic of Conga
Lasotha

Madagascar (membersmip pendsng)
Mealaw c
hEaLritius

Mozambique

Mamibaa

Saychailas

Lamioea

Smbabwe
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