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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
On behalf of all of us at the SSC Chair’s Office team, we wish
that you are safe and healthy in these unusual times. It is
surely a challenge to stay on top of your activities, lacking the
proper tools, documents or equipment, or having to school
children or look after other family members. Our deepest
admiration, solidarity and positive thoughts to all for staying
afloat and moving forward.
By the time of publication of this Quarterly Report, we should
have been practically packing our suitcases to travel to
Marseille and join the IUCN World Conservation Congress.
The unexpected and dramatic covid-19 pandemic caused
a rapid change of plans and rescheduling of Congress to
January 2021. We continue preparing and working to make
it the most important conservation meeting of our time. The
venue and the structure of the meeting remain unchanged.
We will keep you updated!
During the last few months, we have been collecting
information on the work of SSC groups through the SSC
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Data process. This is our third iteration, and considering the feedback of the network, we have been working on an
improved SSC DATA Information System. By the end of May 2020, the testing phase of this novel tool begins and we
would highly appreciate SSC member engagement to get the best out of it. Please reach out to Orlando Salamanca
if you have feedback or questions about the SSC DATA Information System.
Molly Grace, Coordinator of the Species Conservation Success Task Force reports recent advances toward an IUCN
green status of species. Which species are most in danger of extinction? This question will always have a place of
priority in the minds of SSC members. However, there are other important questions that demand answers, too,
such as, When has conservation succeeded? The focus of the task force is to develop metrics that help solve such
interrogations. There is a lot to talk about, as the last year and the months ahead will be very busy indeed.
Much of conservation action around the world happens at the national or even subnational level. Governments
typically lead in mobilizing resources and identifying priorities, and IUCN has a lot to offer to informing the process
and assuring policies and decisions are evidence-based. Biodiversity Assessment for Spatial Prioritization in Africa
(BASPA) empowers conservationists across the continent in mapping and safeguarding biodiversity to sustain
natural resources and livelihoods, by completing national Red List of Species and Ecosystems and using these
datasets to identify Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs). Piloted in Kenya, Mozambique and Malawi, BASPA plans to
expand to other nations in the near future.
In order to help zoos and aquariums maximise their potential for ex situ conservation, the Conservation Planning
Specialist Group (CPSG) and regional zoo associations jointly developed the Integrated Collection Assessment and
Planning (ICAP) process. It allows zoos to carefully select the species to be managed, define the management type
that best addresses the species’ conservation needs, prioritise their human, institutional and financial resources,
and work in a complementary fashion among the zoo regions of the world. The global Callitrichid ICAP Workshop
took place at the invitation of the Callitrichid Taxon Advisory Group (TAG) of the European Association of Zoos and
Aquaria (EAZA), and was hosted by EAZA.
We close this Quarterly Report with an invitation from the Horseshoe Crab Specialist Group to celebrate the value of
horseshoe crabs in coastal ecosystems. Many people are unaware of the ecological and economic importance of
the one American and three Asian horseshoe crab species. Please celebrate International Horseshoe Crab Day with
us on 20 June 2020 by sharing with your local community the importance of this ancient mariner, also known as a
‘living fossil’.

Resumen ejecutivo
En nombre de todo el equipo de la Oficina de la Presidencia de CSE, esperamos que se ecuentren a salvo y
saludables. Entendemos que es un desafío mantenerse al día en sus actividades, ya sea por carecer de las
herramientas, documentos o equipos adecuados; ser maestros de nuestros hijos desde casa, o cuidar a otros
miembros de la familia. Nuestra más profunda admiración, solidaridad y pensamientos positivos para todos por
mantenerse a flote y seguir adelante.
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Para el momento de la publicación de este Informe trimestral, prácticamente, debíamos estar empacando nuestras
maletas para viajar a Marsella y unirnos al Congreso Mundial de la Naturaleza de la UICN. La inesperada y
dramática pandemia de covid-19 ocasionó un cambio rápido de planes y reprogramación del Congreso para enero
de 2021. Continuamos preparándonos y trabajando para que sea la reunión de conservación más importante de
nuestro tiempo. El lugar y programa de la reunión permanecen sin cambios. ¡Les mantendremos informados!
Durante los últimos meses, hemos estado recopilando información del trabajo realizado por los Grupos
Especialistas de CSE a través del proceso de SSC Data. Esta es nuestra tercera iteración, y considerando los
comentarios de la red, hemos estado trabajando en un sistema de información de datos mejorado. Para finales
de mayo de 2020, comenzará la fase de prueba de esta novedosa herramienta (SSC DATA Information System) y
en ánimo de aprovecharla al máximo, apreciaríamos mucho la participación de los miembros de CSE. Si tienen
comentarios o preguntas sobre el Sistema de información de datos de CSE, por favor comuníquese con Orlando
Salamanca.
Molly Grace, coordinadora del Grupo de trabajo sobre el éxito de la conservación de especies, informa sobre los
recientes avances hacia un estatus verde de especies de la UICN. ¿Qué especies están en mayor riesgo de extinción?
Esta pregunta siempre tendrá un lugar importante en la mente de los miembros de CSE. Sin embargo, hay otras
preguntas importantes que también requieren respuestas, como ¿cuándo ha tenido éxito la conservación? El objetivo
del grupo de trabajo es desarrollar métricas que ayuden a resolver tales interrogantes. Hay mucho de qué hablar,
ya que el año pasado y los próximos meses serán de mucho trabajo.
Gran parte de las acciones de conservación en todo el mundo ocurren a nivel nacional o incluso subnacional.
Los gobiernos suelen liderar la movilización de recursos y la identificación de prioridades, y UICN tiene mucho
que ofrecer para informar el proceso y garantizar que las políticas y decisiones se basan en evidencias. La
Evaluación de la Biodiversidad para la Priorización Espacial en África (BASPA, por sus siglas en inglés) capacita a
los conservacionistas alrededor del continente para mapear y salvaguardar la biodiversidad, sostener los recursos
naturales y los medios de vida, completando la Lista Roja nacional de Especies y Ecosistemas y utilizando estos
conjuntos de datos para identificar Áreas Clave de Biodiversidad (KBAs, por sus siglas en inglés). Implementado
en Kenia, Mozambique y Malawi como proyecto piloto, BASPA planea expandirse a otras naciones en el futuro
cercano.
Con el fin de ayudar a los zoológicos y acuarios a maximizar su potencial para la conservación ex situ, el Grupo
de Especialistas en Planificación de la Conservación y las asociaciones regionales de zoológicos desarrollaron el
proceso de Evaluación y Planificación de Colección Integrada (Integrated Collection Assessment and Planning, ICAP).
Este proceso permite a los zoológicos seleccionar cuidadosamente las especies que van a manejar, definir el tipo
de manejo que mejor se adapte a las necesidades de conservación de las especies, priorizar sus recursos humanos,
institucionales y financieros, y trabajar de manera complementaria entre los zoológicos del mundo. El Taller global
de Callitrichid ICAP se llevó a cabo por invitación del Callitrichid Taxon Advisory Group (TAG) de la Asociación Europea
de Zoológicos y Acuarios (EAZA), y fue organizado por EAZA.
Cerramos este Informe trimestral con una invitación del Grupo de especialistas del cangrejo herradura para celebrar
el valor de éstos en los ecosistemas costeros. Muchas personas desconocen la importancia ecológica y económica
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de las especies de cangrejo herradura, una estadounidense y tres asiáticas. Celebre junto a nosotros, el Día
Internacional del Cangrejo Herradura el 20 de junio de 2020 compartiendo con su comunidad local la importancia
de este antiguo marino, también conocido como un «fósil viviente».

Résumé
A nom de toute l’équipe du bureau de la Commission de Survie des Espèces (CSE), nous souhaitons que vous soyez
en sécurité et en bonne santé en ces temps inhabituels. C'est certainement un défi pour vous de rester à la hauteur
de vos activités, de manquer d’outils, de documents ou d’équipements adéquates, de devoir faire l’école avec les
enfants ou de prendre soin d'autres membres de la famille. Notre profonde admiration, notre solidarité et nos
pensées positives à tous pour avoir su rester à flot et aller de l'avant.
Au moment de la publication de ce rapport trimestriel, nous devrions pratiquement avoir fait nos valises pour nous
rendre à Marseille et participer au Congrès Mondial de la Nature de l'UICN. La pandémie inattendue et dramatique
du Covid-19, a provoqué un changement rapide des plans et le report du Congrès à janvier 2021. Nous continuons
à y travailler pour en faire la réunion de conservation la plus importante de notre époque. Le lieu et la structure de
la réunion restent inchangés. Nous vous tiendrons au informé!
Au cours des derniers mois, nous avons collecté des informations sur le travail des groupes CSE par le biais du
processus de données de la CSE. C'est notre troisième itération, et compte tenu des commentaires du réseau, nous
avons travaillé à l’amélioration du système d'information des données de la CSE. La phase de test de ce nouvel
outil commence en fin Mai 2020, et nous apprécierions grandement l'engagement des membres de la CSE à en
tirer le meilleur parti. Veuillez contacter Orlando Salamanca si vous avez des commentaires ou des questions sur le
système d'information des données de la CSE.
Molly Grace, coordinatrice du groupe de travail sur la réussite de la conservation des espèces, nous fait part
des récentes avancées vers un statut écologique UICN des espèces. Quelles sont les espèces les plus menacées
d'extinction? Cette question aura toujours une place primordiale dans l'esprit des membres du CSE. Cependant, il y
a d'autres questions importantes qui exigent également des réponses, telles que: Quand est-ce que la conservation
a-t-elle réussi? L'objectif du groupe de travail est de développer des outils qui aideront à résoudre de telles
interrogations. Il y a beaucoup à dire à ce sujet. Tout comme l'année dernière, les mois à venir seront très chargés
à cet effet.
Une grande partie des actions de conservation dans le monde se déroule au niveau national ou même
infranational. Les gouvernements dirigent généralement la mobilisation des ressources et l'identification des
priorités, et l'UICN a beaucoup à offrir pour éclairer le processus et garantir que les politiques et les décisions sont
fondées sur des faits. L'évaluation de la biodiversité pour la définition des priorités spatiales en Afrique (BASPA)
permet aux défenseurs de l'environnement à travers le continent de cartographier et de sauvegarder la biodiversité
afin de préserver les ressources naturelles et d’ameliorer les moyens de subsistance, en complétant la Liste Rouge
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Nationale des espèces et des écosystèmes et en utilisant ces ensembles de données pour identifier les zones Clés
de la Biodiversité (ZCB). Le programme pilote BASPA, qui a été mis en œuvre à titre expérimental au Kenya, au
Mozambique et au Malawi, prévoit de s'étendre à d'autres pays dans un avenir proche.
Afin d'aider les zoos et aquariums à maximiser leur potentiel de conservation ex situ, le Groupe de Spécialistes de
la Planification de la Conservation et les associations régionales de zoos ont conjointement développé le processus
d'Evaluation et de Planification Intégrée des Collections (EPIC). Ce processus permet aux zoos de sélectionner
soigneusement les espèces à gérer, de définir le type de gestion qui répond le mieux aux besoins de conservation
des espèces, de hiérarchiser leurs ressources humaines, institutionnelles et financières et de travailler de manière
complémentaire entre les régions zoologiques du monde. L'atelier mondial sur les Callitrichidés EPIC s'est tenu
sous invitation du Groupe Consultatif sur les taxons Callitrichidés (GCT) de l'Association Européenne des Zoos et
Aquariums (AEZA) et a été accueilli par l'AEZA.
Nous terminons ce rapport trimestriel par une invitation du groupe de spécialistes du crabe fer à cheval (Limule
atlantique) pour célébrer la valeur du crabe fer à cheval dans les écosystèmes côtiers. Plusieurs personnes ne
sont pas conscientes de l'importance écologique et économique de la seule espèce américain et des trois espèces
asiatiques de crabe fer à cheval. Veuillez célébrer avec nous, la Journée internationale du Limule atlantique le 20
juin 2020 en partageant avec votre communauté locale l'importance de cet ancien marin, également connu comme
«fossile vivant».
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Developing a new platform
to track our impact: : the
SSC DATA Information System

In 2019, the IUCN SSC Chair’s Office team presented for the first time the proposal to go
through an outsourcing process to develop a new information system platform for its SSC
DATA annual reporting tool. Gathered in Abu Dhabi, more than 300 SSC leaders had the
opportunity to receive information about the ambition of this IT outsourcing project, and
how it is expected to change our way to understand the amazing effort that our SSC network
delivers as a union to preserve our species.

Pilot phase
We value and appreciate our SSC member’s feedback and are taking all their particular
concerns into consideration for developing the new SSC DATA Information System. In around
three weeks from now (last week of May 2020), the testing phase of this novel tool will start
and we would highly appreciate if you could be part of this effort to get the best out of it.
If you would like to participate or if you have any particular feedback on the development of
the SSC DATA Information System, please send a message to Orlando Salamanca

orlando.salamanca@ssc.iucn.org

Next steps
Once the pilot phase is successfully completed, the SSC Chair’s Office team will continue to
work with our outsourcing partner to get it ready for operation in the 2021-2024 quadrennium.
Once ready, all SSC leaders will be invited to use this platform to set the targets for their
groups for this new quadrennium, in alignment with the indicators established in our draft
Species Strategic Plan 2021-2024.
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“Wild Ideas” panel for World Wildlife Day
with Kira Mileham.
Photo © Scott Hajost

Conferences and meetings
(Jon Paul Rodríguez, JPR; Domitilla Raimondo, DR; Kira Mileham, KM; Bibiana Sucre, BS; Orlando
Salamanca, OS; Jafet Nassar, JN; Aritzaith Rodríguez, AR; Nahomy De Andrade, ND; Mayerlin Ramos,
MR; Edgard Yerena, EY; Simeon Bezeng, SB; Robert Bullock, RB)

CONFERENCES
•• Introduction to the IUCN Species Survival Commission, and feedback to CITES from its members.
17 January 2020, CITES Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland. (JPR)

•• Recovery of Species on the Brink of Extinction Request for Proposals. 27 and 31 March 2020,
on-line Webinar via Zoom (AR, ND, KM, JPR, additional co-panelist Luisa Arnedo, National
Geographic Society).

MEETINGS
•• IUCN 2021-2024 Programme Revision Workshop. 13-16 January 2020, Gland, Switzerland.
(JPR, OS)

•• Regional Species Survival Center annual review and board meeting. 15-17 January, Albuquerque
Biopark. Albuquerque New Mexico, USA. (KM)

•• Visit to CITES Headquarters. 17 January 2020, Geneva, Switzerland. (JPR)
9
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•• Eastern Afromontane Hotspot, KBA Training for Trainers workshop. 27-30 January 2020, Nairobi-Kenya (SB)
•• Commission Chairs Meeting. 7 February 2020, Geneva, Switzerland. (JPR)
•• 98th Meeting of the IUCN Council. 8-11 February 2020, IUCN Headquarters, Gland, Switzerland. (JPR)
•• World Wildlife Day events. 2-4 March, United Nations Headquarters, New York, USA. (KM)
•• Meeting with the Ministry of Environment and Renewable Resources of El Salvador to discuss opportunities of
assess-plan-act for species conservation in the country. 6 March 2020, San Salvador, El Salvador. (BS)

•• Science Panel for the Amazon Virtual Meeting. 19 March 2020. (JPR)
•• Red List innovation Virtual Meeting. 25-27 March 2020. (KM, JPR, OS, SB)
•• World Conservation Congress Motions Working Group Virtual Meeting. 30-31 March 2020. (JPR)

INTERVENTIONS
High-level interventions address conservation issues of serious concern, through letters to governments or
companies, which highlight the threat(s) to species and /or habitats and, using expert advice, proposing suitable
action to influence decision-making and help to avoid or reduce any adverse impacts on biodiversity. Each letter
provides the background and technical information, and a thorough review process led by the SSC Chair's Office,
engaging the appropriate Specialist Groups, experts across the network, the IUCN regional offices and IUCN
programmes.

•• On February 4th 2020, a letter to Dr Hani bin Mohammed Ali Ttwani, Vice President of the Saudi Wildlife
Authority was sent by IUCN SSC Chair, Jon Paul Rodríguez and IUCN West Asia Regional Director, Hany El
Shaer, expressing their concern about the situation of the Demoiselle Crane (Grus virgo) by request of the
members of the IUCN SSC Crane Specialist Group. This migratory species, wide-spread in the steppes and
semi-deserts of Central Eurasia is in decline and its distribution is becoming increasingly fragmented. The
main threat to the species during migration is hunting within the limits of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
despite its hunting being legally prohibited in the Kingdom. SSC Chair and Regional Director asked that
the Saudi Arabia authorities strengthen control on illegal crane hunting and increase the law enforcement
pressure on offenders, as well as increasing public awareness against crane hunting and the potential
impacts of such activities on the global population could be an important measure to be taken at the national
level. Both offered their best available criteria and expertise to contribute with Saudi government reaching
these goals and share information on this situation.

•• On February 21 a letter jointly signed by Monika Bohm, Chair of the IUCN SSC Butterfly Specialist Group,
Sergio Henriques, Chair of the IUCN SSC Spider and Scorpion Specialist Group, Axel Hochkirch Chair of the
IUCN SSC Invertebrate Conservation Committee and Jon Paul Rodríguez, Chair of the IUCN Species Survival
Commission was published in the prestigious scientific journal Science (Vol. 367, Issue 6480, pp. 861, https://
doi.org/10.1126/science.abb1514) denouncing the murder of Homero Gómez and Raul Hernández, Monarch
Butterfly conservationists and defenders of the Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve, in Mexico. They
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were found dead between January 13th and 29th of this year 2020. These assassinations are presumed to
be related to retaliation by criminal groups of illegal loggers. There is an alarming global rising tendency
to crimes against conservationists all over the world. In 2000 IUCN World Conservation Congress adopted
Resolution 2.37 in "Support for Environmental Defenders" who suffer harassment and persecution for their
peaceful actions in favor of biodiversity. Every person should be free to express their opinions and exert
leadership without having to be attacked in their physical integrity and even less fear for their lives. In the
case of Homer and Raul we lost two positive leaders. These crimes were also denounced by IUCN Acting
Director General, Grethel Aguilar, who on behalf of the IUCN (https://www.iucn.org/news/secretariat/202002/
acting-director-generals-statement-loss-environmental-defenders-mexico-and-nicaragua) expressed its shock
and profound sadness following the deaths of these Mexican conservationist, as well as of four indigenous
people in Nicaragua killed by an armed group of non-indigenous "settlers" aiming to take over their land
for agriculture in the Bosawás Biosphere Reserve. IUCN is deeply concerned that environmental defenders
and indigenous communities are increasingly in danger globally, as they exercise their right to protect their
homes and natural ecosystems from destruction. IUCN joins all those people and organizations that claim
that these crimes do not go unpunished and that justice is prompt. IUCN SSC calls for the death of Homer
and Raul not to be in vain and serve to take decisive measures so that environmental defenders do not fear
for their lives, and so that the activities of loggers and illegal timber traffickers are suppressed throughout
Monarch´s Butterfly region.

•• On February 24th 2020, the IUCN Acting Director General, Grethel Aguilar and IUCN SSC Chair, Jon Paul
Rodríguez sent a letter to the Minister of the Environment of Niger, Mr Almoustapha Garba, thanking him for
the welcome given to the IUCN Mission to Niger aimed at the conservation of addax, dama gazelle and the
Termit and Tin-Touma National Nature Reserve. This mission consisted of Aboubacar Awaïss, representing
the IUCN Central and West Africa Program, Philippe Chardonnet and David Mallon, co-Chairs of the IUCN
SSC Antelope Specialist Group. The mission was received by the Minister of the Environment, Minister of
Petroleum and Minister of the Interior, as well as the Ambassador of the European Union, the Director
of the French Development Agency in Niger, representatives of the oil company Savannah Petroleum,
representatives of the NGOs Noé Conservation and Sahara Conservation Fund and various other actors.
IUCN underlined the invaluable merit of Niger for being the last country to have conserved the wild addax
(Addax nasomaculatus) and one of the last two countries to have still conserved the wild dama gazelle (Nanger
dama). The IUCN Mission made a series of concrete recommendations, including: that the entire Termit
massif should be included within the final limits of the protected area in order to conserve its precious
population of dama gazelle and associated biodiversity; that all stakeholders should be aware of the very
high risk of imminent extinction of wild addax in Niger if new conservation methods are not added to those
used for the past twenty years that have failed to stem the decline in addax; that all actors should act in
complete synergy in saving the remaining addax; and that an "emergency rescue program” for addax should
be implemented without delay. IUCN also recommended that efforts should be focused first on saving the
wild addax population before considering a possible import of captive addax.
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#IUCNcongress: We are the
generations to get this right!
Held every four years, the IUCN World Conservation Congress (WCC) is one of the most
important events for global conservation. It is an opportunity for the world to come
together to set priorities and drive conservation and sustainable development action. More
than 1,300 member organisations (including government, civil society and indigenous
peoples) will vote on major issues which will guide humanity’s relationship with the planet
for the decades ahead.
The WCC, hosted by the French Government, was scheduled for June this year but in light of the
recent coronavirus disease, it has been rescheduled to take place from 07 to 15 January 2021 in
Marseille, France.
With an expectation of more than 10,000 attendees and 800 speakers, this congress is a unique
opportunity for the SSC network, as well as for conservation organisations to celebrate and
showcase the great work being done. “IUCN Congress is a unique occasion to share experiences on
the use of IUCN tools such as the Red Lists of species and ecosystems”, says Irene Zager, Director of
Research at Provita, IUCN Member.
Key Decisions adopted during the Members Assembly include electing the IUCN Council —
President, Treasurer, Chairs of Commissions and Regional Councillors—, and approving of the IUCN
programme for the next four-year period. Also, a vital element to engage in the Congress will be
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the adoption of motions, topics of strategic importance which will define the general policy of IUCN and amend its
Statutes.
For the upcoming Congress, 128 motions were submitted for discussion and consideration by IUCN Members and
IUCN Commission Members. Among them, there are 57 that the SSC Steering Committee selected as of greatest
interest to our Commission. “Motions are essential to IUCN, because they are the core of the inclusive process in
which members participate in the decision making of our organization”, says Topilztin Contreras MacBeath, CoChair of the IUCN SSC Freshwater Conservation Committee.
Among others, some the motions to be discussed are:

•• Motion 4: Transforming global food systems through sustainable land management that is aligned to the
UNSDGs

•• Motion 34: Climate change and biodiversity crisis - a call to action
•• Motion 75: IUCN Principles on Synthetic Biology and Biodiversity Conservation
•• Motion 77: Urgent call to share and use primary biodiversity in-situ data through emerging biodiversity data
platforms at local, national and global scales

•• Motion 87: Importance to conservation of removing barriers to voluntary family planning
•• Motion 96: Strengthening national spatial planning to ensure the global persistence of biodiversity
•• Motion 100: Rewilding
Regarding the election of IUCN authorities, several SSC figures are candidates:

•• Jon Paul Rodríguez, current SSC Chair, is running for re-election as a sole candidate.
•• Vivek Menon, Chair of the Asian Elephant Specialist Group and member of SSC Steering Committee is
candidate for Regional Councillor from South and East Asia.

•• Jean-Christophe Vie, member of SSC Steering Committee is candidate for Regional Councillor from West
Europe.

•• Bibiana Sucre, Executive Director of the SSC Chair’s Office in Caracas is candidate for Regional Councillor from
Meso and South America.
While the candidates for IUCN President are:

•• Razan Al Mubarak, head of Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi, and long time SSC partner.
•• John Robinson, Chair in Conservation Strategy, Wildlife Conservation Society
•• Malik Khan, advisor to the Prime Minister, government of Pakistan.
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Learn more about these and other candidates at:
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/nomination/candidates

About the #IUCNcongress
25 General Assemblies and World Conservation Congresses have taken place since 1948. Until 1994, IUCN
Members met every two to three years in General Assemblies. Since 1996, IUCN transitioned its General Assembly
into the quadrennial IUCN World Conservation Congress, transforming this event into one of the most important in
shaping the conservation and sustainable development agendas.
The #IUCNcongress 2020 is a key event in a critical year for nature and all humanity, and we are the generations
to get this right. The next ten years leading to 2030 will be crucial for the future of all life on Earth. The decisions
made and actions taken at the #IUCNcongress will define biodiversity’s role in sustainable development for the next
decade.
Join us in Marseille 07-15 January 2021.
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Monarch butterfly, Danaus plexippus, LC
Photo © Justin Geo Walsiyen /Unsplash

Update from the Species
Conservation Success Task Force :
Progress toward an IUCN Green
Status of Species
Molly Grace
Task Force Coordinator

“Which species are most in danger of extinction?” This question will always have a place
of priority in our minds as SSC members. The IUCN Red List of Threatened SpeciesTM has
been the foremost tool used to answer that question for over 70 years, and as the number
of species assessed against the Red List Criteria grows, this resource becomes ever more
informative and valuable. However, there may be other questions we wish to answer, such
as, “When has conservation succeeded?”
In 2012, attendees at the World Conservation Congress declared that while preventing extinction is
the first vital step in species conservation, it is not the end point. Once a species is no longer at risk
of extinction, we should aim for a more ambitious goal: species recovery. Resolution 041 requested
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that a Green List of Species should be developed as a standardised global method for assessing conservation
success. The Species Conservation Success Task Force was convened under the auspices of both the IUCN SSC and
the Red List Committee to fulfil this mandate.
One decision we in the Task Force made (as a result of extensive consultation—see Timeline) was to change the
name from “Green List” to “Green Status”, in response to concerns that people might assume that species on a
“Green List” were not in need of conservation. This is not the case; rather, the Green Status assesses species against
3 essential facets of recovery (Akçakaya et al. 2018):

1. A species is recovered if it is present in all parts of its range, even those that are no longer occupied but were
occupied prior to major human impacts/disruption; AND

2. It is viable (i.e., not threatened with extinction) in all parts of the range; AND
3. It is performing its ecological functions in all parts of the range.

This definition of recovery is ambitious by design. It is not expected, nor is it a goal that all species will ever fulfil this
definition of full recovery; for many species, large areas of range have been irreversibly converted for human uses.
Instead, this definition serves as a way to standardise the assessment approach between species, and to identify
areas of opportunity in the context of what has been lost. Inclusion of ecological functionality adds another level of
ambition; while it may seem difficult to evaluate, conservation and recovery of ecologically functional populations
of species is an important conservation goal. See Akçakaya et al. (2019) for our proposed methods to assess species
functionality. We use the term “recovery”, but assessments can be done for all species, even those that have not
suffered historical declines.
The Task Force was admittedly concerned that such an ambitious process might dampen enthusiasm for the Green
List of Species. We therefore requested that the IUCN SSC Red List Authorities and SSC Specialist Groups carry out
test assessments to provide us with feedback and suggestions. We were relieved to find that users were willing to
grapple with these complex concepts in order to achieve a novel and desired output: estimates of the cumulative
impact of conservation on the species. When using the Green Status, users have the option to assess the species’
performance against the recovery definition under various scenarios in addition to the present; for example,
evaluating the likely status of the species if no conservation actions had ever been taken. Species performance
under different scenarios (past, present, and future) is translated into quantitative Green Scores, which can be
compared to assess conservation’s impact.
The participation from SSC Specialist Groups and RLAs has been fantastic, and I am especially happy to report
that participation was balanced across taxonomic divisions (Table 1). Testing the process on as diverse a group of
species as possible was one of our major goals. To date, 179 species have been tested (Fig. 1).
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Table 1. Balanced participation across taxonomic groups in testing the Green Status of Species.

Taxonomic Group
Amphibians &
Reptiles
Birds
Fishes
Fungi
Invertebrates
Mammals
Plants

Total

Total number of
SGs/RLAs in 2018

Percentage

Groups that
provided test
assessments

Percentage

13
19
11
5
16
37
34

9.6%
14.1%
8.1%
3.7%
11.9%
27.4%
25.2%

6
7
6
1
7
15
10

11.5%
13.5%
11.5%
1.9%
13.5%
28.8%
19.2%

135

100%

52

100%

Figure 1. Breakdown of the 179 tested species by broad taxonomic grouping, Red List category, and
biome.

This overview of the Green Status is necessarily brief; I have not, for example, discussed the ways that the method
looks forward to account for species range shifts due to climate change, or how uncertainty is accounted for. If you
would like to test the method with a species (especially if you work with a species group underrepresented in Fig.
1), I encourage you to contact me at molly.grace@zoo.ox.ac.uk.
Finally, on behalf of the Species Conservation Success Task Force, I extend my heartfelt thanks to the SSC
membership for your enthusiasm and engagement with the Green Status of Species.
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DEVELOPING AN IUCN GREEN STATUS OF SPECIES

2012 2014

• Resolution 041 to develop Green Lists of
Species, Ecosystems, and Protected Areas
adopted at the 2012 World Conservation
Congress (Jeju, South Korea)

2015
• Abu Dhabi, UAE: Consulted with
attendees of the SSC Leader's MeetinG

2018
• Draft framework published in
Conservation Biology
• Oxford, UK: Workshop where UK-based
Specialist Group Chairs and RLAs tested
the framework on a set of species
(animals, plants, fungi)
• All SGs and RLAs formally invited to test
the framework

APRIL 2020
• Name changed to Green Status based
on feedback

• Cuernavaca, Mexico: SSC, WCPA and
CEM convened a meeting to discuss
strategy for the Green Lists
• Talinn, Estonia: Members of the SSC
Steering Committee met to discuss key
concepts that would underpin the Green
List of Species

2016
• Cambridge, UK: Task Force and Working
Groups formed and Green List of Species
framework drafted
• Hawai'i, USA: Further input sought at the
World Conservation Congress

2019
• Cambridge, UK: Workshop on Green
Listing trees in partnership with Franklinia
• End-User survey undertaken by
Equilibrium Research
• Abu Dhabi, UAE: Discussed synergies
between Green List and other KPs;
consulted with Invertebrate
Subcommittee at Leader's Meeting

• 179 Species tested to date
• 52 Specialist Groups and RLAs have
tested the framework (Thank you!)
• Consultation of IUCN Members and
Commission Members
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Photo 1: Attendees of the IUCN Red List training
and assessment workshop held in Nairobi-Kenya
from 19 -22 November 2019.
Photo © BASPA

Supporting African Countries to
Deliver Biodiversity Targets

through IUCN National Red Lists and Key
Biodiversity Areas Identification
Although Africa remains home to globally unique and abundant biodiversity; comprising
eight of the 36 global biodiversity hotspots (i.e. regions of exceptionally high species
diversity), biodiversity priorities have not been sufficiently identified and mainstreamed to
support local economic development. Further, fewer than 5% of African countries that are
party to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) have biodiversity data available to
inform wise land-use decision making and policies. As such, rapid economic development
is taking place at the expense of Africa’s rich biodiversity, which remains poorly
documented, mapped and protected. This is due in part to insufficient local biodiversity
experts, limited financial resources, political instability, and the lack of technical tools to
assess biodiversity.

African countries need to be empowered to better understand how to map and safeguard
biodiversity in order to sustain natural resources and livelihoods. It is against this backdrop that
BirdLife South Africa and the South African Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) partnered with the
International Union for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Species Survival Commission (SSC) to
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support and build capacity in African countries to mobilize foundational biodiversity information on the status,
trends and pressures on national biodiversity. Specifically, to empower conservationists across Africa to complete
national Red List of Species and Ecosystems and use these datasets to identify Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs).
Cameroon, Gabon, Kenya and Ethiopia have been selected as pilot countries to implement this project and ongoing support is being provided to other African countries working on national Red Listing and KBA identification
including Malawi, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Ghana, Tunisia, Egypt, Morocco, Comoros and Sierra Leone. This work is
implemented under the Biodiversity Assessment for Spatial Prioritisation in Africa (BASPA) project.
With seed funding from the IUCN SSC Chair’s Office, stakeholder engagement meetings have been held in all
pilot countries to evaluate the state of biodiversity data availability and readiness, and to identify the in-country
species experts from different taxonomic groups. Since the inception of the BASPA project in 2018, we have
made great strides in supporting African countries deliver on their biodiversity commitments. In Africa, Kenyans
have the second most representatives of species and habitat experts on IUCN Commissions after South Africans.
Also, during our BASPA engagements, most field biologists and institutions with important knowledge and data
on species distribution, ecology and the threats they face expressed interest in contributing to the global species
conservation campaign through the IUCN Red Lists and KBAs identification. Therefore, with the support of Nature
Kenya, the BASPA technical partner in Kenya, several capacity building initiatives are envisioned to fully support
their contribution to this global process.

Photo 2: Attendees of the Key Biodiversity Areas
training workshop held from the 27-30 January
2020 in Nairobi, Kenya.
Photo © BASPA

In 2019, a Red List training and assessment workshop was organised, where 25 Kenyan biologists representing
different taxonomic groups (i.e. freshwater fish, reptiles, amphibians, plants, small mammals, butterflies,
dragonflies and birds) were trained on applying IUCN’s Red List standards to evaluate the extinction risk of
species (photo 1). This workshop resulted in many positive outcomes and the knowledge acquired is currently
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being employed to evaluate the extinction risk of endemic species with the hope to complete a national Red List
by 2021. Additionally, a KBA capacity building workshop was organised in early 2020 in Nairobi – Kenya, where
23 KBA experts from South Africa, Malawi, Kenya, Tanzania, Tunisia, Spain, U.K, and U.S.A. were trained to apply
the IUCN’s KBA standard to identify sites of global significance to biodiversity and lessons shared on the different
KBA NCG models across Africa (photo 2). This workshop was funded by the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund
(CEPF) in collaboration with Global Wildlife Conservation (GWC), Nature Kenya and the KBA Secretariat. One of the
key objectives of this workshop was the testing and refinement of KBA’s training materials. Thus far, our efforts
in Kenya have resulted in the capacity building of biologists from the National Museums of Kenya, Kenya Wildlife
Service, academic institutions, NGOs on the two IUCN standards (Red List of Threatened Species and KBAs), the
assessments of endemic species, the development of a KBA training material and the establishment of the KBA
National Liaison Committee (i.e. KBA NCG) (photo 3). Engagements are underway with potential donors to fund the
completion of national Red Lists and KBAs identification in Kenya.
Another success story in the implementation of the BASPA project has been in Mozambique. The BASPA team
and the KBA Secretariat have supported a project in Mozambique led by Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) and
sponsored by USAID, to build capacity on Red Listing for multiple taxa including plants, insects, freshwater fish,
amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals, marine species and identify KBAs. These Red List assessments formed the
underlying data used to identify all 42 KBAs in Mozambique, of which 36 are terrestrial and 6 are marine. Many
benefits are already evident from this initiative including capacity building of a cohort of young conservationists,
the establishment of a KBA National Coordination Group (NCG) (photo 4), and extensive media coverage of all the
Red List and KBAs workshops. The challenge of the KBA NCG will be to monitor and advocate for the safeguarding
of these sites with increasing large infrastructural developments taking place across the land and seascapes of
Mozambique.
In partnership with SANBI, emerging
support is being provided to Malawi
to complete a national Red List
of endemic species and ongoing
negotiations with the French
Development Agency to support
national Red Listing and KBAs
identification in priority African
countries.
The BASPA project is also a unique
example of how to implement
IUCN’s charter of work through
the “One Programme Approach”
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Photo 3: Kenyan KBA-National Liaison Committee
(Kenyan KBA NCG) stakeholder consultation meeting
held on the 27th January 2020 in Nairobi - Kenya.
Photo © BASPA

IUCN SSC QUARTERLY REPORT / MARCH 2020

to strengthen impact for species
and habitat conservation. In Kenya
for example, IUCN’s involvement
in BASPA project includes the IUCN
Eastern and Southern Regional
Office (ESARO), IUCN government
and NGO members, and SSC
experts. IUCN ESARO played host to
the Red List training and assessment
workshop held from 19 - 22
November 2019. These examples
are clear evidence of the success
opportunities when working under

Photo 4: Stakeholders attending the KBA National Coordination
Group meeting on the 18th June 2019 at the National
Directorate for Environmental (DINAB) Maputo, Mozambique.

IUCN’s One Programme Approach.

Photo © BASPA

Funding remains a significant challenge to fully implement this important work in Africa, but significant progress
has been achieved through ongoing collaborations with similar initiatives across the continent and working closely
with Missouri Botanical Garden, WCS, GWC, SANBI and UNEP WCMC.
These foundational datasets (Red Lists of ecosystems and species and networks of Key Biodiversity Areas)
produced by this project, will be made openly available through various national and international data repositories
and will be highly valuable in; (i) informing wise land-use decision making (ii) identifying priority areas for protected
area expansion and identification of Other Effective Area-based Conservation Measures (OECMS) (iii) reporting
against National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans and international biodiversity commitments (inheritors of
CBD Aichi Targets 11, 12, and Sustainable Development Goals Targets 14 & 15) (iv) informing financial institution’s
environmental safeguard policies to track the impacts of lending activities on species and habitats amongst others.
Our hope is to build capacity in these pilot African countries involved with IUCN Red Lists and KBAs identification
in a bid to support other African countries through various international learning exchange opportunities where
lessons and experiences will be shared on species and habitat conservation. These experts will be able to further
support their respective local governments to advocate for species and habitat conservation in order to achieve
international biodiversity commitments (i.e. Convention on Biological Diversity Aichi Targets and Sustainable
Development Goals), with the ultimate goal of achieving a no net loss of biodiversity by 2050.
The project is led by Simeon Bezeng Bezeng, BASPA Coordinator; supported by Daniel Marnewick, KBA Community
Chair & African Representative and Domitilla Raimondo, SSC Deputy Chair.
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Common Marmoset, Callithrix jacchus, LC
Photo © Julián Tocce

Global Integrated Collection
Assessment and Planning (ICAP)
Workshop for Callitrichidae

A collaborative effort to evaluate the most
effective contributions of ex situ conservation
Kristin Leus
European Association of Zoos and Aquaria, IUCN SSC Conservation
Planning Specialist Group – Europe, Copenhagen Zoo

Zoos, aquariums, botanic gardens and other ex situ
facilities have a key role in the conservation of
threatened species, as well as an immense potential
to contribute more broadly to the conservation of
wildlife around the globe. In order to help zoos and
aquariums maximise their potential for ex situ
conservation, the IUCN SSC Conservation
Planning Specialist Group (CPSG) and regional
zoo associations jointly developed the Integrated
Collection Assessment and Planning (ICAP) process.
During a global ICAP workshop in situ experts and
national/regional zoo associations from around the
world come together in the spirit of the ‘One Plan
Approach (OPA)’ to species conservation. Together
they engage in a multi-species, rapid, ex situ
conservation assessment based on the decision
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Golden lion tamarin, Leontopithecus rosalia, EN
Photo © Russel Mittermier
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process of the IUCN SSC Guidelines on the Use of Ex Situ Management for Species Conservation. This allows zoos
to carefully select the species to be managed, to define the management type that best addresses the species’
conservation needs, to prioritise their human, institutional and financial resources and to work in a complementary
fashion among the zoo regions of the world.
The global Callitrichid ICAP Workshop took place at the invitation of the Callitrichid Taxon Advisory Group (TAG)
of the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA) and was hosted by EAZA. Twenty-two participants
representing six zoo associations (AZA, EAZA, ALPZA, AZAB, ACOPAZOA and ZAA), the range states Colombia and
Brazil, as well as field projects gathered in Amsterdam, The Netherlands from 02-04 April 2019. For all 49 callitrichid
taxa (including those not held ex situ), workshop participants evaluated how zoo associations worldwide can best
contribute to their conservation in a way that is complementary to, and not in conflict with, existing in situ or ex situ
activities in the range countries and in collaboration with local authorities.
The global ICAP process included:

•• Gathering beforehand the existing information for each species,
including a summary of the in situ status and threats, ex situ
demographic and genetic status (globally and regionally), and
previous recommendations for ex situ management for conservation
as stated in existing action plans or Red List assessments. Time was
taken to include feedback from the IUCN SSC Primate Specialist
Group, range country representatives and in situ experts that could
not attend the workshop, who provided information through a
carefully designed survey regarding potential direct and/or indirect
roles for ex situ management in the overall conservation of their focal
taxa.

•• At the workshop, presenting for each species the previously gathered

Superagüi lion tamarin,
Leontopithecus caissara, CR
Photo © Julián Tocce

information and collating suggestions, comments, changes and
additions from the workshop participants.

•• Encouraging plenary discussion to identify potential direct and
indirect roles for ex situ conservation and key characteristics that an
ex situ programme would need to have to deliver these roles.

•• For the potential ex situ roles identified, determining their predicted
benefit to the conservation of the species and investigating their
feasibility (resources, expertise, etc.), and potential risks.

•• Based on the above evaluation, forming consensus regarding which
of the potential ex situ roles (if any) are to be recommended for each
taxon, and formulating general and, where appropriate, regional zoo
association-specific recommendations, or certain divisions of tasks
and responsibilities.
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Of the 49 species, 22 (45%) are currently listed on the IUCN Red List as
Critically Endangered, Endangered, Vulnerable, Near Threatened or Data
Deficient – for the purposes of this workshop grouped under the label
‘threatened’. Thirteen of these are already held in zoos and aquaria. Seven
among those were assigned with at least one direct ex situ conservation
role, which always included, but was not necessarily limited to the role of
“insurance”. The latter often came in combination with making use of ex situ
expertise with, or potential for, research, education, conservation planning,
fund raising or capacity building/training. One additional threatened species
already held ex situ was assigned indirect conservation roles, and for four
more no roles for ex situ management were recommended at this stage.
Of the nine threatened taxa without ex situ holdings, two received
recommendations to establish range country ex situ populations for
among others insurance/or as a source for population restoration. These
recommendations are pending confirmation from a more in-depth ex situ
needs assessment workshop for primates of the Atlantic Forest planned by
the Brazilian government (the Primate Centre (CPB) of the Chico Mendes
Institute for Biodiversity Conservation (ICMBio)) in 2020.

Geoffroy’s Tamarin, Saguinus geoffroyi, LC
Photo © Alec Earnshaw

In addition to direct conservation roles, many of the threatened species were also assigned indirect conservation
roles, which are less critical to the overall conservation strategy of a species, but nevertheless bring added benefit.
Twenty seven species (55%) are currently listed as Least Concern, from which a total of seven species are held
in relatively large numbers within zoos. These species allow holding institutions to present the public with more
general education messages about the biology and conservation of callitrichids and their habitats, and to gain
experience in the husbandry of these taxa before taking on perhaps more challenging threatened species.
Global ICAP Workshop for Callitrichidae: number of assessed threatened and non-threatened taxa sorted by population
size and ex situ conservation roles identified
Large population (>100)

Small population (<100)

Not in ex situ collections

Threatened

6 species assessed:All were recommended for one or
more ex situ conservation roles and some level of ex
situ population management. For many of these taxa,
direct conservation roles centre around the
establishment of insurance populations and making
use of existing in situ conservation links

7 species assessed:Three were recommended for a
series of direct ex situ conservation roles including,
but usually not limited to, insurance; as well as some
indirect ex situ conservation roles. Proactive
activities were recommended to continue to develop
husbandry expertise and monitor wild populations.

9 species assessed:Two were recommended for the
establishment of ex situ populations in their range
countries for several direct conservation roles
including insurance/source.

Nonthreatened

7 species assessed:One taxon was recommended for
an indirect conservation role of Ambassador. ICAP
recommendations included: marking some species as
potential candidates for reduction/elimination of the
ex situ population and replacement with higher
priority species; genetic management of some of the
populations, keeping an eye on developments in situ;
targeted conservation education messages; and in
situ support.

10 species assessed:No ex situ conservation role was
identified

10 species assessed:No ex situ conservation role was
identified

© Prepared with information from the Global ICAP for Callitrichidae
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Following the global ICAP workshop, each
representative was tasked with bringing formulated
recommendations to the relevant bodies within their
respective range country and/or regional zoo and
aquarium associations. EAZA immediately took this
to heart and held its Callitrichid Regional Collection
Planning (RCP) workshop directly following the global
ICAP. EAZA’s work on redesigning their population
management structure inspired and contributed
towards the development of the ICAP process and

Workshop Group by EAZA
Photo © EAZA

simultaneously, the development of the ICAP process
influenced the design of the EAZA RCP ‘new style’.
Interesting elements of the callitrichid RCP include the
recommendation for new EAZA Ex situ Programmes
(EEPs) for four callitrichid species that are currently
not held in EAZA and for which the EAZA Callitrichid
TAG intends to be intimately involved in helping to set
out and implement the overall conservation strategy
for these species, including (but not limited to) the
development of ex situ management where this is
range country supported.

Workshop Group by EAZA
Photo © EAZA

The global Callitrichid ICAP workshop increased
collaboration among in situ experts, range country
authorities, ex situ managers and the IUCN community;
improved the integration of all conservation activities
for species; and lead to a better understanding
among all stakeholders involved of possible ex situ
contributions to species conservation. In addition,
while many of the regions already worked with each
other at some level, the global ICAP workshop nurtured
friendship, trust and understanding among all in situ
and ex situ stakeholders involved.
Readers interested in a copy of the report can contact
Kristin Leus: kristin.leus@eaza.net
We gratefully acknowledge EAZA, the World
Association of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA), Beauval
Nature and Copenhagen Zoo for their financial
contribution to realising the workshop.

Geoffroy’s Tamarin, Saguinus geoffroyi, LC
Photo © Alec Earnshaw
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A mating pair of tri-spine horseshoe crabs,
Tachypleus tridentatus, EN
Photo © Billy Kwan

A celebration of the flagship species
for coastal habitat conservation
Jennifer H. Mattei - matteij@sacredheart.edu
Kit Yue Kwan (Billy) - kityuekwan@bbgu.edu.cn
IUCN SSC Co-Chairs of Horseshoe Crab Education Committee

The members of the IUCN SSC Horseshoe Crab Specialist Group invite you to celebrate
the value of horseshoe crabs in our coastal ecosystems. Many people are unaware of the
ecological and economic importance of the one American and three Asian horseshoe crab
species.
The world’s horseshoe crab populations are in decline largely due to overharvesting and habitat loss.
As a result, the American horseshoe crab (Limulus polyphemus) is listed as Vulnerable to extinction
and the Tri-spine horseshoe crab (Tachypleus tridentatus) is classified as Endangered on the IUCN Red
List for Threatened and Endangered SpeciesTM. As their populations decline, their important links to
other species in the coastal ecosystem can be compromised. Two additional Asian horseshoe crab
species will soon be listed on the IUCN Red List.
Horseshoe crabs are a critical link to world health, biodiversity and hold cultural importance
across the globe. One of their ecological functions is to lay millions of eggs on our beaches to feed

27

IUCN SSC QUARTERLY REPORT / MARCH 2020

shorebirds, fish and other wildlife. Unfortunately, this ecological link can be broken in areas where population
density is low.
Please celebrate International Horseshoe Crab Day with us on June 20, 2020 by educating your local community
about the importance of this ancient mariner, also known as a ‘living fossil’. We would like to share globally all of our
planned activities throughout the next coming months and in particular, on June 20th.
Please share with us a link to your website and a brief description of any planned activities. Please keep in mind
social distancing and modify your plans to keep people safe from spreading COVID-19. Thank you for your help and
actions promoting the conservation of horseshoe crabs and coastal habitats!

Release of juvenile tri-spine horeseshoe crabs cultured
from laboratory to enhance local population
Photo © China Dialogue
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Sumatran Rhinoceros, Dicerorhinus sumatrensis, CR
Photo © Barney Long
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