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Executive summary

Two intervention letters open this report. The first one, addressed to the National Director of 
the United States Bureau of Land Management, raised concerns about lithium mining in Cochise 
County, Arizona, home of globally endemic and threatened limited-range tiger beetle subspecies. 
The second, addressed to the President of Mozambique, focused on damage prevention to one of 
Mozambique’s most valuable natural assets, the Inhambane Seascape, currently under threat by 
sand mining.

Prior to the pandemic, the SSC Chair’s Office team tried to meet in person at least once every two 
years, to examine priorities, plan our work, and define strategies. Last May was the first time that 
we were able to do this in five years, as at other times that we came together since then, we were 
unable to sit down for a few days and just talk. Our primary focus while at CEIDA, in A Coruña, 
northwestern Spain, was to synthesize the work of our team since 2016 and assure a smooth 
transition for the next SSC Chair, who will take over during the 2025 World Species Congress in Abu 
Dhabi (9-15 October).

SSC DATA continues to evolve in response to suggestions of SSC Group Leaders. To further 
refine this tool, we conducted a satisfaction survey with the 1,258 users registered. Responses 
by 12% of them indicated that more than half were satisfied or very satisfied. Need for additional 
improvements were identified, however, especially with respect to navigation complexity, speed of 
the system, and user interface.

A common habit among conservationists and concerned citizens is not to buy palm oil. Images 
of orangutans among burnt and destroyed rainforests drive consumers to prefer other less 
ecologically damaging vegetable oils. In this issue, Emily Mae Meijaard and Erik Meijaard suggest 
that the situation is not straightforward. They write that “although vegetable oil production is often 
harmful to the environment, the factors determining its impact are more nuanced than commonly 
presented in the media.” They argue “that there are no inherently good or bad oil crops—only good 
and bad practices,” and provide an extensive analysis in the report that underlies the article.

Every four years, in the lead-up to the World Conservation Congress, IUCN Members engage in 
Regional Conservation Forums (RCF), dedicated to celebrating the work of Members, Commissions 
and Secretariat, charting the way forward for the Union, and sharing our vision with the wider 
community. The first RCF of the season took place in México City from 17 to 20 March, bringing 
together participants from Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean, as well as guests from 
other regions. Topis Contreras led the SSC delegation and gives us a summary of what took place, 
as well as his personal impressions, in an interesting article included in this issue.

https://www.ceida.org/es
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/51451
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The recently-established Center for Species Survival: Asian Elephant, a partnership between SSC, 
Wildlife Trust of India, and the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium, report about their first workshop on 
Human-Elephant Conflict Mitigation, carried out in Assam, India. The focus was on formulating 
guidelines to understand and aid the development of various human-elephant conflict mitigation 
strategies adopted across range countries.

We close this Quarterly Report with a brief summary of the numerous, creative and successful 
activities coordinated by the Centers for Species Survival (CSS) at the World Species Congress, 
organized by Reverse the Red, and held as a 24-h online event on 15 May. Reports are from CSS 
Marine - Oceanário de Lisboa, CSS Macaronesia - Loro Parque Fundación, CSS Ireland - Dublin Zoo, 
CSS Cologne Zoo, Global CSS - Indianapolis Zoo, CSS Freshwater - Shedd Aquarium, CSS Brazil - 
Parque das Aves, CSS Argentina - Fundación Temaikèn, CSS Southeast Asia - Mandai Singapore, 
CSS India - Wildlife Trust of India, and CSS Nigeria - APLORI.

Resumen ejecutivo
Dos cartas de intervención abren este informe. La primera, dirigida al Director Nacional de la 
Oficina de Gestión de Tierras de los Estados Unidos, plantea preocupaciones sobre la minería de 
litio en Cochise, Arizona, hogar de una subespecie de escarabajo tigre, endémica y amenazada. 
La segunda, dirigida al Presidente de Mozambique, se centra en la prevención de daños a uno de 
los activos naturales más valiosos de Mozambique, el paisaje marino de Inhambane, actualmente 
amenazado por la extracción de arena.

Antes de la pandemia, el equipo de la Presidencia de la CSE intentaba reunirse en persona al 
menos una vez cada dos años para examinar prioridades, planificar trabajo y definir estrategias. El 
pasado mes de mayo fue la primera vez que pudimos hacer esto desde hace cinco años, ya que en 
otras ocasiones de reunión no podíamos sentarnos a revisar algún tópico o simplemente hablar. 
Nuestro principal objetivo mientras estuvimos en CEIDA, en A Coruña, noroeste de España, fue 
sintetizar el trabajo de nuestro equipo desde 2016 y asegurar una transición sin problemas para el 
próximo presidente de la CSE, quien asumirá el cargo durante el Congreso Mundial de Especies de 
2025 en Abu Dhabi (9 -15 de octubre).

El sistema SSC DATA continúa evolucionando en respuesta a las sugerencias de los líderes de 
grupo. Para perfeccionar aún más esta herramienta, realizamos una encuesta de satisfacción a 
los 1.258 usuarios registrados. En las respuestas del 12% de ellos indicaron que más de la mitad 
estaban satisfechos o muy satisfechos. Sin embargo, se identificaron necesidades de mejoras 
adicionales, especialmente con respecto a la complejidad de la navegación, la velocidad del 
sistema y la interfaz de usuario.

https://www.reversethered.org/world-species-congress-2024
https://www.ceida.org/es
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Un hábito común entre conservacionistas y ciudadanos preocupados es no comprar aceite de 
palma. Las imágenes de orangutanes entre bosques tropicales quemados y destruidos llevan a los 
consumidores a preferir otros aceites vegetales menos dañinos para el medio ambiente. En esta 
edición, Emily Mae Meijaard y Erik Meijaard sugieren que la situación no es tan sencilla. “Aunque 
la producción de aceite vegetal a menudo es perjudicial para el medio ambiente, los factores que 
determinan su impacto tienen más matices de lo que comúnmente se presenta en los medios”. 
Argumentan “que no hay cultivos oleaginosos intrínsecamente buenos o malos, sólo buenas y 
malas prácticas” y proporcionan un análisis extenso en el informe del que va el artículo.

Cada cuatro años, en el período previo al Congreso Mundial de la Naturaleza, los Miembros de 
la UICN participan en Foros Regionales de Conservación (FCR), dedicados a celebrar el trabajo de 
los Miembros, las Comisiones y la Secretaría, trazar el camino a seguir para la Unión y compartir 
nuestra visión con la comunidad en general. El primer FCR de la temporada se llevó a cabo en 
la Ciudad de México del 17 al 20 de marzo, reuniendo a participantes de Centroamérica y el 
Caribe, así como invitados de otras regiones. Topis Contreras encabezó la delegación de la CSE y 
nos ofrece un resumen de lo ocurrido, así como sus impresiones personales, en un interesante 
artículo incluido en esta edición.

El recientemente creado Centro para la Supervivencia de Especies: Elefante Asiático, una 
asociación entre CSE, Wildlife Trust of India y el Zoológico y Acuario de Columbus, informa 
sobre su primer taller sobre mitigación de conflictos entre humanos y elefantes, llevado a 
cabo en Assam, India. La atención se centró en formular directrices para comprender y ayudar 
al desarrollo de diversas estrategias de mitigación de conflictos entre humanos y elefantes 
adoptadas en los países del área de distribución.

Cerramos este Informe Trimestral con un breve resumen de las numerosas, creativas y exitosas 
actividades coordinadas por los Centros para la Supervivencia de Especies (CSS por sus siglas en 
inglés) en el Congreso Mundial de Especies, organizado por Reverse the Red, y celebrado como un 
evento en línea de 24 horas el pasado 15 de mayo. Los reportes son de CSS Marine - Oceanário de 
Lisboa, CSS Macaronesia - Loro Parque Fundación, CSS Irlanda - Zoológico de Dublín, CSS Colonia 
Zoológico, CSS Global - Zoológico de Indianápolis, CSS Freshwater - Shedd Aquarium, CSS Brasil - 
Parque das Aves, CSS Argentina - Fundación Temaikèn, CSS Sudeste Asiático - Mandai Singapur, 
CSS India - Wildlife Trust of India y CSS Nigeria - APLORI.

Résumé
Deux lettres d’intervention ouvrent ce rapport. Le premier, adressé au directeur national du 
Bureau of Land Management des États-Unis, soulevait des inquiétudes concernant l’exploitation 
minière du lithium dans le comté de Cochise, en Arizona, qui abrite une sous-espèce de cicindèle 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/51451
https://www.reversethered.org/world-species-congress-2024
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à aire de répartition limitée, endémique et menacée à l’échelle mondiale. La seconde, adressée 
au président du Mozambique, portait sur la prévention des dommages causés à l’un des atouts 
naturels les plus précieux du Mozambique, le paysage marin d’Inhambane, actuellement menacé 
par l’exploitation du sable.

Avant la pandémie, l’équipe du bureau du président de la CSE essayait de se réunir en personne 
au moins une fois tous les deux ans pour examiner les priorités, planifier notre travail et définir 
des stratégies. En mai dernier, c’était la première fois que nous avons pu faire cela en cinq ans, car 
à d’autres moments où nous nous sommes réunis depuis lors, nous n’avons pas pu nous asseoir 
pendant quelques jours et simplement parler. Notre objectif principal au CEIDA, à La Corogne, 
dans le nord-ouest de l’Espagne, était de synthétiser le travail de notre équipe depuis 2016 et 
d’assurer une transition en douceur pour le prochain président du SSC, qui prendra la relève lors 
du Congrès mondial des espèces 2025 à Abu Dhabi (9 -15 octobre).

SSC DATA continue d’évoluer en réponse aux suggestions des dirigeants du groupe CSE. 
Pour affiner encore cet outil, nous avons mené une enquête de satisfaction auprès des 1 258 
utilisateurs inscrits. Les réponses de 12 % d’entre eux indiquent que plus de la moitié sont 
satisfaits ou très satisfaits. Des améliorations supplémentaires ont toutefois été identifiées, 
notamment en ce qui concerne la complexité de la navigation, la vitesse du système et l’interface 
utilisateur.

Une habitude courante parmi les défenseurs de l’environnement et les citoyens concernés est de 
ne pas acheter d’huile de palme. Les images d’orangs-outans parmi les forêts tropicales brûlées 
et détruites poussent les consommateurs à préférer d’autres huiles végétales moins nocives 
pour l’environnement. Dans ce numéro, Emily Mae Meijaard et Erik Meijaard suggèrent que la 
situation n’est pas simple. Ils écrivent que « bien que la production d’huile végétale soit souvent 
nocive pour l’environnement, les facteurs qui déterminent son impact sont plus nuancés que 
ceux généralement présentés dans les médias ». Ils affirment « qu’il n’existe pas de cultures 
oléagineuses intrinsèquement bonnes ou mauvaises – seulement de bonnes et de mauvaises 
pratiques » et fournissent une analyse approfondie dans le rapport qui sous-tend l’article.

Tous les quatre ans, à l’approche du Congrès mondial de la nature, les membres de l’UICN 
participent à des Forums régionaux sur la conservation (FCR), dédiés à célébrer le travail des 
membres, des commissions et du Secrétariat, à tracer la voie à suivre pour l’Union et à partager 
notre vision. avec la communauté au sens large. Le premier FCR de la saison a eu lieu à Mexico du 
17 au 20 mars, réunissant des participants du Mexique, d’Amérique centrale et des Caraïbes, ainsi 
que des invités d’autres régions. Topis Contreras a dirigé la délégation de la CSE et nous livre un 
résumé de ce qui s’est passé ainsi que ses impressions personnelles dans un article intéressant 
inclus dans ce numéro.

Le Centre pour la survie des espèces : éléphant d’Asie, récemment créé, un partenariat entre 
la CSE, Wildlife Trust of India et le zoo et aquarium de Columbus, rend compte de son premier 

https://www.ceida.org/es
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/51451
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atelier sur l’atténuation des conflits entre les humains et les éléphants, organisé à Assam, en 
Inde. L’accent était mis sur la formulation de lignes directrices pour comprendre et aider au 
développement de diverses stratégies d’atténuation des conflits homme-éléphant adoptées 
dans les pays de l’aire de répartition.

Nous clôturons ce rapport trimestriel avec un bref résumé des nombreuses activités créatives 
et réussies coordonnées par les Centers for Species Survival (CSS) lors du Congrès mondial 
des espèces, organisé par Reverse the Red, et organisé sous forme d’événement en ligne de 
24 heures le 15 Peut. Les rapports proviennent de CSS Marine - Oceanário de Lisboa, CSS 
Macaronesia - Loro Parque Fundación, CSS Ireland - Dublin Zoo, CSS Cologne Zoo, Global CSS - 
Indianapolis Zoo, CSS Freshwater - Shedd Aquarium, CSS Brazil - Parque das Aves, CSS Argentina 
- Fundación Temaikèn, CSS Asie du Sud-Est - Mandai Singapour, CSS Inde - Wildlife Trust of India 
et CSS Nigeria - APLORI.

https://www.reversethered.org/world-species-congress-2024
https://www.reversethered.org/world-species-congress-2024
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(Jon Paul Rodríguez, JPR; Rima Jabado, RJ; Kira Mileham, KM; Nahomy De Andrade, NDA; Edgard 
Yerena, EY; Levi Mendoza, LM; Jafet Nassar, JN; Aritzaith Lambright, AL; Mayerlin Ramos, MR; 
Milangela Dell’Aquila, MDA; Lila García, LG, Nicole Duplaix, ND)

CONFERENCES

	• European Association of Zoos and Aquaria Directors Days, Cork, Ireland, 23-25 April 2024. (KM)

	• Revertir el Rojo: Lista Roja de Especies y Ecosistemas Amenazados. 30 Congreso de la Asociación 
Latinoamericana de Zoológicos y Acuarios (ALPZA), La Aurora, Guatemala, 24 April 2024. (JPR)

	• Sabemos hacer conservación, solo debemos hacer más. 30 Congreso de la Asociación 
Latinoamericana de Zoológicos y Acuarios (ALPZA), La Aurora, Guatemala, 24 April 2024. (JPR)

	• From Participation to Impact. Joint Taxon Advisory Group Chairs Conference, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, 6-9 May 2024. (KM)

	• Sigamos hablando de conservación en los Andes (y en otras partes también). Diálogo 3: 
Conservación, restauración y producción, Condesan, Lima and Quito, 9 May 2024, virtual. (JPR)

	• Achieving Big Goals. World Species Congress, online, 15 May 2024. (KM)

Conferences, meetings and 
workshops

World Species Congress.
Photo © 3Monkeys Creative Consulting
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	• Industry Network Associations Panel. World Species Congress, online, 15 May 2024. (KM)

	• Accelerating Impact & Strategy Globally. World Species Congress, online, 15 May 2024. (KM)

	• NBSAP Medal Announcement. World Species Congress, online, 15 May 2024. (JPR)

	• IUCN Council Meeting. World Species Congress, online, 15 May 2024. (JPR)

	• Learning from the Past, Shaping the Future. World Species Congress, online, 15 May 2024. (JPR).

MEETINGS

	• Visit to the Center for Species Survival: Australasia. Sydney, Australia, 3 April 2024. (KM)

	• Questions & Answers for SSC Chair’s Office Partners. Online, 9 April 2024. (JPR, KM, MR)

	• World Association of Zoos and Aquariums Council Meeting. Dublin, Ireland, 20-21 April 2024. (KM)  

	• 111th Meeting of the IUCN Council. Part I by conference call on 29 April 2024, and Part II in-person in Gland, 
Switzerland, 14-16 May 2024. (JPR)

	• Questions & Answer with SSC Chair’s Office team. Online, 7 May 2024. (JPR, RJ, KM, NDA, EY, LM, JN, AL, MR, MDA, 
LM, LG, ND)

	• IUCN Commission Chairs’ Meeting. Gland, Switzerland, 13 May 2024. (JPR)

	• Visit to the Center for Species Survival: Marine at Oceanario de Lisboa, Lisbon, Portugal, 14 May 2024. (KM, MR)

	• World Species Congress. Online, 15 May 2024. (JPR, RJ, KM, NDA, EY, LM, JN, AL, MR, MDA, LM, LG, ND)

	• Visit to ZooMarine as a potential Center for Species Survival: Behaviour Change. Algarve, Portugal, 16 May 2024. 
(KM, MR)

	• Visit to the International Science Council. Paris, France, 17 May 2024. (JPR)

	• Chair Office Team Meeting. A Coruña, Spain, 19-24 May 2024. (JPR, RJ, KM, NDA, EY, LM, JN, AL, MR, MDA, LM, 
LG, ND)

	• Consultation: IUCN Strategic Vision and Programme. Online, 12 June 2024. (NDA, LM)

	• Commission Support Unit and Executive Officers in person meeting. Nairobi, Kenya, 19-22 June 2024. (NDA)

WORKSHOPS

	• Technical workshop on Aquatic species listed in the CITES Appendices, Geneva, Switzerland, 23-24 April 2024. 
(RJ)

	• Technical workshop on Non-detriment findings for specimens of Appendix-II species taken from areas 
beyond national jurisdiction, Geneva, Switzerland, 25-26 April 2024. (RJ)

	• Identifying Species Conservation Priorities in Africa: Improving IUCNs response to the species extinction crisis. 
Africa Conservation Pre-Forum. Nairobi, Kenya, 25 June 2024. (NDA)
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INTERVENTION LETTERS

	• Letter to the National Director of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 
Washington, DC, United States of America. On 14 May 2024, the Chair of the IUCN Species 
Survival Commission and the Chair of the SSC Invertebrate Conservation Committee co-signed a letter 
addressed to Tracy Stone-Manning, national director of the BLM, raising concerns about the ongoing lithium 
mining by the MAX Power Mining Corp in Cochise County, Arizona. This is a unique area of habitat for several 
globally endemic and threatened limited-range tiger beetle subspecies: Ellipsoptera nevadica citata Rumpp, 
Cicindelidia willistoni sulfontis Rumpp, Habrosceliomorpha fulgoris erronea Vaurie. The IUCN Species Survival 
Commission is particularly concerned about the potential impacts of mining on these endemic forms that 
are highly restricted to the area in and around the Willcox Playa. The SSC stressed the need to protect 
this globally important habitat and the species they depend on, and to take appropriate steps to avoid its 
deterioration and damage to their populations. The call was to take adequate measures to prevent the loss 
of critical habitat for the tiger beetles, and appropriately preserve the unique biodiversity of the Willcox Playa 
area. SSC experts are ready to help and provide guidance on this issue.

	• Letter to the President of Mozambique about damage prevention to one of 
Mozambique’s most valuable natural assets, the Inhambane Seascape. On 30 May 
2024, Jon Paul Rodríguez, SSC Chair co-signed  a letter addressed to His Excellency Filipe Nyusi, President  
of Mozambique, along with Tim Davenport, Africa Director of Re:wild, Paul Kariuki Ndanganga, Africa´s 
Regional Director for Birdlife, and Beccy Speight, Chief Executive Officer of RSPB (The Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds). The letter expressed concern regarding the imminent risk of damage to Mozambique’s 
natural heritage and nature-based economy in the world-famous´s Inhambane Seascape, recognized as a 
‘Hope Spot’ by Mission Blue, and contains the Tofo and Greater Bazaruto Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA). It is 
also known for hosting the last known viable population of Dugong in East Africa. This seascape, with an 
enormously valuable natural asset, with nature-based economies such as tourism, aquaculture and fishing 
providing important contributions to Mozambique’s GDP, is now severely threatened by the allocation of 
70% of the Inhambane coastline to heavy sands prospecting and mining (including in areas directly adjacent 
to conservation zones such as the Vilanculos Coastal Wildlife Sanctuary) and the earmarking of an offshore 
area for seismic testing and fossil fuel extraction less than 10 km from the boundary of Bazaruto Archipelago 
National Park. Sand mining can have significant impacts, such as erosion, loss of protection against storm 
surges, and negative impacts on fisheries and tourism industries. Seismic testing is demonstrated to have 
negative impacts on a wide range of marine organisms, from sediment dwellers to fish, turtles and marine 
mammals, with the impacts of fossil fuel extraction ranging from habitat degradation and loss to pollution, 
both of which can be devastating to both the wildlife and people who depend on these ecosystems for 
their livelihoods. The signatories encouraged the government of Mozambique to immediately suspend all 
sand mining activities in the Inhambane seascape and conduct a review of the legal processes related to 
the issuance of sand mining approvals, in the interests of both the environment and the local communities. 
Regarding offshore seismic testing, it is important to review whether due process was followed in relation 
to the necessary consultations with affected parties, particularly with the communities living in the area, as 
well as determine whether the contributions of experts and scientists were adequately incorporated, both 
in the environmental evaluation phase and in the future implementation mitigation actions. Experts from 
signatories organizations stand ready to support evidence-based assessments at Government´s request.
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The SSC Chair’s Office team recently convened for their first dedicated in-person planning 

and strategy meeting in five years, as the quadrennium 2021-2025 draws to a close. 

This significant gathering took place from 19 
to 24 May at CEIDA, a renowned center for 
environmental education in Galicia. CEIDA is 
known for promoting environmental education 
across various social sectors, facilitating 
scientific and cultural exchange, and addressing 
environmental issues while encouraging 
responsible citizen practices. We are deeply 
grateful to our hosts, Carlos Vales, Mónica 
Agrazo and Carmen Borobio for their generosity 
and making us feel at home!

Key action points were established to ensure a smooth transition for the new SSC Chair’s team and 
the upcoming IUCN quadrennium 2026-2029. These include:

1.	 Leadership Renewal Process: As per SSC By-laws, all membership categories will expire 
90 days after the next World Conservation Congress in October 2025. This encompasses all 
Chairs, Co-Chairs, and Coordinators of Stand-alone Red List Authorities. The reappointment 
process will involve sharing plans for leadership transition or succession within each SSC 
Group.

Strategic planning: SSC Chair’s Office 
meeting highlights

SSC Chair’s Office meeting.
Photo © CEIDA

Photo © IUCN SSC

https://www.ceida.org/es
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2.	 Species Strategic Plan 2026-2029: In the upcoming months, we will introduce a new framework and discuss 
lessons learned and best practices to aid each Group in creating their work plans for the next quadrennium.

3.	 Increasing Diversity: A training session will be developed to help Chairs manage their members, locate key 
documents and processes, and understand IUCN operations.

4.	 Reverse the Red: Efforts will be made to strengthen partnerships between National Species Specialist 
Groups and the Centers for Species Survival in pilot countries to support the implementation of the Reverse 
the Red Coalition toolkit for target 4.

5.	 Capacity Building: Initiatives will be undertaken to bolster the Centers for Species Survival capacity 
in providing support across the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, Red List of Ecosystems, and Key 
Biodiversity Areas.

6.	 Conservation Actions: The impact of intervention letters will be examined to better measure their 
effectiveness. A summary of the impact of SSC on species conservation action will be produced as part of the 
2024-2025 reporting process.

These action points will be implemented over the coming months to ensure a robust and effective transition into 
the next IUCN quadrennium.

Photo © IUCN SSC Photo © IUCN SSC
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In December 2023, the SSC DATA Unit launched a satisfaction survey to collect the users’ 

opinions about the functionality and usefulness of the SSC DATA System. The survey 

was closed in April 2024 and we received feedback from 161 users, representing 12% of 

the total number of users registered in the system (1,258). The survey consisted of five 

questions, and the results are summarized below.

How satisfied are you with the SSC DATA System?

Overall, general satisfaction with the SSC DATA System was between intermediate and high, 
because most answers were satisfied (42%), neutral (27%) and very satisfied (17%).

SSC DATA satisfaction survey

SSC DATA system.
Photo © IUCN SSC

2% 12% 27% 42% 17%
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How useful is the SSC DATA System for your group-related activities?

Users confirmed the SSC DATA System usefulness as neutral (39%), useful (35%) and very useful (13%).

What is the main purpose of using the SSC DATA System?

The main use of the SSC DATA System by the SSC Groups was uploading results to process the annual report, 
followed by management of the work plan, getting information from other SSC Groups, accountability and more.

1% 11% 39% 35% 13%

48%

14%

14%

11%

7%
6%

Annual Reporting Process

Managing my workplan

Getting information from other SSC Groups

Accountability

Contacting other SSC groups

Fundraising
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What is the most common technical problem you encountered when using the SSC 
DATA system?

What aspects of the system need to be improved?

Question number four was focused on technical problems while question five collected aspects to be improved. 
Thanks to these questions, we identified crucial areas for improvement:

	• Navigation complexity

	• Speed of the system

	• User interface

We would like to extend our gratitude to all SSC DATA users who took the time to participate in our satisfaction 
survey. Their feedback was invaluable to us as we strive to improve the system and better serve the needs of the 
network.

Stay tuned for updates as we work on these improvements!
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Emily Mae Meijaard1, Erik Meijaard1,2

1 Borneo Futures, Brunei Darussalam (host organization of the IUCN SSC CEESP CEM Oil Crops Task Force)
2 IUCN SSC CEESP CEM Oil Crops Task Force

Oil crops are indispensable to global agriculture, supplying essential dietary fats and 

significantly contributing to food security and economic development worldwide. 

However, their production has ignited extensive debate and controversy, particularly 

concerning their environmental, social, and economic impacts. A recent report from the 

IUCN SSC CEESP CEM Oil Crops Task Force unravels these complexities, highlighting that 

there are no inherently good or bad oil crops—only good and bad practices (Meijaard et 

al. 2024). An oil crop is just a plant, after all.

The Myth of Good and Bad Oil Crops

The consumption of vegetable oils is among the most hotly contested food topics in the media. 
Vegetable oils are ubiquitous but there remains a prevalent belief that certain oil crops, like oil 
palm and soybean, are inherently harmful, while others, such as olive and coconut, are benign or 
even holistically beneficial for human health and the environment. This dichotomy is misleading 
and oversimplifies the issue. 

Can Practice Make Perfect?
A Nuanced Assessment of the Vegetable Oil 

Industry and the Conditions that Determine ‘Impact’

Oil palm landscape in Kalimantan. 
Photo © Douglas Sheil

https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/51451
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Consumers are bombarded with unsubstantiated and exaggerated claims that demonize one crop while praising 
another. The report urges that we recognize that a vegetable oil crop is simply a plant and cannot be inherently 
‘good’ or ‘bad’. Although vegetable oil production is often harmful to the environment, the factors determining 
its impact are more nuanced than commonly presented in the media. Imagining a world without vegetable oils 
is impossible, at least in the near future. Despite the urgent need to address the negative aspects of vegetable 
oil production, these oils also offer significant benefits, such as local economic growth, widespread utility, 
and the potential to alleviate starvation at a lower cost than other food groups. Consumers deserve access to 
comprehensive information to make informed decisions about the products they consume. However, the discourse 
around vegetable oils is frequently one-sided, focusing primarily on environmental concerns (Candellone et al. 
2024).

In their report, the Oil Crops Task Force reveals that the impacts of oil crops are determined more by how they are 
cultivated, processed, and traded than by the crops themselves. The report delves into topics rarely covered by 
mass media in relation to oil crops, including human rights issues and how cultural context shapes perceptions of 
vegetable oils. For instance, while Western media often portray palm oil negatively, leading to consumer rejection, 
in Western and Central Africa, palm oil holds great cultural and culinary significance. This nuanced understanding 
challenges the conventional wisdom that categorizes some oil crops as universally destructive and others as 
inherently sustainable, without negative consequences, and provides a foundation on which to build more inclusive 
and sustainable crop management strategies. The report investigated what these strategies could be by first 
determining the past impacts of different management practices, and then assessing how these impacts could play 
out in the future. 

Environmental Impacts

Oil crops occupy 37% of global cropland and are significant drivers of biodiversity loss (Meijaard et al. 2024). 
Deforestation for oil palm and soybean cultivation, for instance, has devastating effects on tropical forests and 
wildlife, including endangered species like orangutans. The replacement of these biodiverse ecosystems with 
monocultures reduces habitat availability and disrupts ecological balance. The intensive cultivation of crops 
like olive and coconut can also lead to severe environmental degradation, including water depletion and loss of 
biodiversity. For example, large-scale olive farming in the Mediterranean has been associated with soil erosion and 
water shortages, and threatens local bird populations.  

There is, however, hope for change. In evaluating several case studies of production methods and contexts, 
the current report finds that all oil crops can be produced under high social and environmental standards, 
which minimize negative impacts. Regenerative mixed-crop agroforestry methods managed with minimal use 
of agrochemicals, such as those used to grow oil palms or shea in semi-wild conditions in Africa, can enhance 
biodiversity, improve soil health, and reduce water usage. Learning from these examples and effectively applying 
this knowledge could greatly improve the capacity of the vegetable oil industry to meet the demands of the present 
without compromising the needs of future generations.
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Social and Economic Dimensions

The social impacts of oil crop production are equally complex. Many oil crops are linked to human rights violations, 
such as land grabbing, unsafe exposure to pollutants, and forced labour. For example, intensive soybean 
production in Brazil involves extensive use of agrochemicals, leading to health issues. Communities near large 
soybean plantations often suffer from pollution and reduced access to clean water.

However, these crops are also vital sources of income for many smallholders and rural communities. They 
contribute significantly to local economies and global food security, providing essential dietary fats. In regions 
like Southeast Asia and Africa, the cultivation of oil crops supports livelihoods and socioeconomic development. 
Smallholder farmers who engage in sustainable practices can benefit economically while maintaining 
environmental integrity. Programs that support fair trade and organic certification can ensure that these farmers 
receive fair compensation and that their farming methods are environmentally friendly.

Figure 1. Allocation of global land to agricultural, cropland, and major oil crops.
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Health and Nutrition

Dietary fats from oil crops are essential for a healthy diet, supplying 25-35% of daily energy needs and essential 
fatty acids, Omega-3 and Omega-6, and facilitating the absorption of fat-soluble vitamins (A, D, E, and K). These 
nutrients are vital for maintaining good health and preventing chronic diseases. 

The debate over saturated fatty acids (SFAs) has led to conflicting nutritional guidelines. While SFAs have been 
linked to cardiovascular diseases, they also provide important food properties, especially in cooking and processing. 
Locally produced oils rich in SFAs, such as palm and coconut oil, are integral to many traditional diets and should 
not be categorically demonized. These oils are often used in ways that enhance the nutritional value and cultural 
significance of foods.

In addition to recognizing the nutritional value of fats and oils for all, the report also stresses that oil crops are 
essential to address global food scarcity without excessive agricultural expansion. As demonstrated in the figure 
below, vegetable oil crops such as sunflower, rapeseed, and palm oil require significantly less land to produce 1000 
kilocalories, or approximately half of the recommended daily intake for an adult, due to the high energy density 
of fats and oils. While this high energy density is linked to overnourishment and obesity, and we should not follow 
diets strictly composed of this food group, well-managed oil crop production could be essential for those 735 

Figure 2. The social impacts of vegetable oil production.
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million people, globally, who are undernourished. Investing in this area could significantly contribute to achieving 
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal, Zero Hunger, by 2030. According to the Global Hunger Index, 
the world is currently not on track to meet this goal.

Knowledge Gaps and Future Research

Significant knowledge gaps remain in understanding the full range of impacts of various oil crops and related 
practices. While the effects of oil palm and soybean are well-documented, crops like sesame, shea and peanuts 
have received less attention. This lack of data hampers informed decision-making and can lead to misguided 
policies and consumer choices. For instance, the environmental and social impacts of sesame farming in East Africa 
or peanut farming in West Africa are not well studied, despite these crops being important to local economies 
and diets, and, in the case of sesame, a possible contributor to human rights abuses in conflict zones (Soliman 
2023). The potential of shea as an alternative to more commonly used oils, but also the disappearance of shea 
agroforestry parklands, also requires urgent attention (Lovett 2018).

Future research should focus on filling these gaps, exploring the socio-economic and environmental impacts 
of lesser-known oil crops. Such studies will aid in developing sustainable practices and policies that balance 
environmental conservation with human development needs. Collaborative research initiatives that include local 
farmers, scientists, and policymakers can generate comprehensive data and innovative solutions.
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What Does the Future Hold?

In the report, the Oil Crops Task Force explores 10 distinct future scenarios, each illustrating extreme possibilities 
for the management of vegetable oil production and the global food system, and their consequent impacts. 
These scenarios range from the adoption of microbial processes for food production to the complete reliance 
on monoculture, the global shift to vegetarianism, and the extensive use of vegetable oils for biofuel. Other 
scenarios consider the impacts of removing trade barriers, achieving regional self-sufficiency, and the effects of 
severe climate changes. The task force uses these hypothetical situations to challenge conventional thinking and 
highlight the complex interplay between agricultural practices, economic policies, and environmental sustainability, 
ultimately aiming to provide deeper insights and provoke critical reflection on the future of vegetable oil 
production.

That’s Extreme…

Yes, the future scenarios are extreme, and that is the point. They are all very much an ‘all or nothing’ approach, 
lacking the nuance of the interdisciplinary, holistic, and inclusive solutions the report advocates. Unfortunately, 
failure to take appropriate action now could leave the world in a position where we have no choice, and the only 
way we could affect meaningful change would be through such extremes. Luckily, production systems are not all 
bad and there are some valuable lessons to be learned from those who are doing things right. 

Figure 3. What if? Possible outcomes from some extreme assumptions about the world of vegetable oils.
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Case Studies

Oil Palm in Africa

In various African countries, oil palms are grown in semi-wild conditions or subsistence village gardens. These 
palms are managed without chemical fertilizers or pesticides, demonstrating a low-impact method of production. 
This approach not only preserves local biodiversity but also supports traditional livelihoods. The demand for 
such sustainably produced palm oil is growing, offering an economic incentive to maintain these practices. 
However, large-scale industrial palm oil plantations in Asia have led to significant deforestation and displacement 
of indigenous communities, illustrating the contrast between different production methods. Integration of 
agroforestry into industrial-scale oil palm systems has been tried and tested and offers a potential merger of these 
two different production practices, with considerable environmental and social benefits.

Figure 4. Experimental design that tests the ecological restoration outcomes of tree island establishment in oil palm-dominated 

landscapes. Tree islands vary in area (25–1,600 m2) and planted tree diversity (0–6 species), with a total of 52 tree islands 

established in an industrial oil palm plantation in Jambi, Indonesia. Control plots (ctrl) represent conventionally managed oil palm 

monocultures. Note that the islands on the map are not at scale (Zemp et al. 2023).
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Olive Oil in the Mediterranean

Olive oil is often perceived as a healthy and environmentally friendly product. However, intensive olive farming can 
have significant environmental drawbacks, including water scarcity, soil erosion, and, surprisingly, bird mortality 
(da Silva & Mata 2019). Traditional olive groves, which integrate a variety of crops and livestock, can mitigate these 
impacts by promoting biodiversity and maintaining soil health. The transition to more sustainable practices, such 
as organic farming and the use of cover crops, is essential for reducing the environmental footprint of olive oil 
production.

Soybean in South America

Soybean cultivation in South America, particularly in Brazil and Argentina, has been associated with large-scale 
deforestation and habitat destruction. The use of genetically modified herbicide-resistant crops has also led 
to increased herbicide usage, impacting human health and the environment. However, sustainable soybean 
initiatives that promote no-till farming, crop rotation, and integrated pest management can reduce these negative 
impacts. Certification programs like the Roundtable on Responsible Soy (RTRS) provide guidelines and support for 
sustainable soybean production.

So, What Now?

The sustainability of oil crops is a multifaceted issue that cannot be reduced to simple ‘good’ or ‘bad’ labels. It 
depends on a complex interplay of environmental, social, and economic factors. Sustainable oil crop production 
requires collaborative efforts across disciplines, informed by robust scientific research and respectful of local 
cultures and economies. Through a comprehensive analysis of the vegetable oil industry, the task force identified 
key recommendations, based on evidence of effective crop management strategies with minimal impact. 

1.	 Promote sustainable practices that minimize environmental impact and respect human rights. This 
includes deforestation-free cultivation, the use of organic fertilizers, and fair labour practices. Agroforestry, 
crop diversification, and integrated pest management are examples of such practices.

2.	 Implement and enforce policies and regulations that support sustainable oil crop production. This 
includes land use planning, environmental regulations, and social safeguards. Governments should 
collaborate with international organizations to develop and enforce standards that protect ecosystems and 
communities.

3.	 Enhance supply chain transparency to ensure that consumers can make informed choices. This includes 
better labelling of products and more rigorous certification schemes. Traceability systems that track products 
from farm to table can help verify that sustainable practices are being followed.

4.	 Support research into the impacts of all oil crops, focusing on lesser-known varieties and regions. This will 
provide a more comprehensive evidence base to inform the actions of both consumers and industry actors. 
Increased funding for interdisciplinary research that includes agronomy, ecology, economics, and social 
sciences is crucial.

5.	 Promote interdisciplinary collaboration among agronomists, economists, ecologists, and social scientists 
to develop holistic solutions that address the diverse challenges of oil crop production. Partnerships between 



IUCN SSC QUARTERLY REPORT  /  JUNE 2024 25

academia, industry, and non-governmental organizations can drive innovation and implementation of 
sustainable practices.

By focusing on practices rather than crops, and filling knowledge gaps through targeted research, we can move 
towards adopting production systems that balance the needs of people and the planet. Oil crops will continue to 
play a crucial role in the global food system, with significant implications for global food security, environmental 
conservation, and socio-economic development. It is essential to adopt a nuanced and informed approach to 
managing these crops, ensuring that their benefits are maximized while minimizing their negative impacts. Only 
then can we achieve a balance that ensures the well-being of future generations while protecting the planet’s 
biodiversity and ecosystems.
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Topiltzin Contreras-MacBeath
SSC representative

From 17 to 20 March, the IUCN Regional Conservation Forum for Mexico, Central 

America, and the Caribbean was held in Mexico City, attended by over 600 region 

representatives from national and sub-national governments, international 

organizations, civil society, the private sector, and indigenous organizations.

Moderated by the IUCN Director General, 
Grethel Aguilar, the panel Charting the path 
for transformational changes in the face of 
the Global Environmental Crisis, counted with 
the participation of Topiltzin Contreras as SSC 
representative. Topiltzin highlighted that the 
SSC’s main strength lies in its 10,000 members 
from 186 countries. Eight Conservation 
Committees, 188 SSC Groups, and 18 Centers 
for Species Survival can significantly contribute 

SSC’s participation in the Mexico Central 
America and Caribbean Regional 

Conservation Forum

IUCN Regional Conservation Forum for Mexico, 
Central America, and the Caribbean 

Photo © Sean Southey

Photo © Sean Southey
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to adopting a systemic and integrated approach to 
understanding the relationship between nature and 
society, to converging tools that address the climate and 
biodiversity crises, and to bridging scientific evidence 
with decision-making.

Over the four days of the forum, 25 panels and 32 
multi-stakeholder dialogues took place. Participants 
exchanged knowledge, tools, best practices, and lessons 
learned on a wide range of topics related to biodiversity 
status, climate change, and the effects of the triple 
planetary crisis (biodiversity, climate, human well-being).

National representatives from the region showed interest in the knowledge products mobilized by IUCN and in 
collaborating more closely with the Commission. In this regard, the news that there are now 67 people designated 
as SSC representatives to national committees was well received.

Another significant topic was the interest shown by Commission representatives in enhancing joint work. The 
possibility of carrying out a pilot conservation project in the region, with active participation from representatives 
of the different Commissions, was discussed. The Mexican Committee took up this proposal, and a series of 
subsequent meetings were held to advance a concrete proposal.

In a second session, during the Regional Members’ Assembly, Topiltzin presented a detailed report on SSC’s 
activities, highlighting that since 2021, 3,558 threatened species have benefited from conservation actions. In 
addition, of the 2,648 goals integrated into the 2021-2025 strategic plan, 67% have made significant progress or 
have been achieved; and since 2017 there has been an 85% increase in the “Act” component within the Species 
Conservation Cycle.

Another important topic discussed at the Forum was the draft document United for Nature on the Road to 
2045: A 20-Year Strategic Vision for the Union, which addresses the most urgent challenges of conservation 
and sustainable development. It emphasizes eight transformational areas identified as key to responding to 
global trends and major drivers of biodiversity loss: aligning financial and economic systems with nature; water 
management and security; sustainable food systems and agriculture; regenerative blue economy; one health 
approach; sustainable cities; climate change adaptation; and green and just energy transition. This will undoubtedly 
be an important topic to address during the Leaders’ Meeting to be held this October in Abu Dhabi.

Photo © Sean Southey
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The workshop is the first event hosted by the Center for Species Survival: Asian Elephant 

(CSS AsE), a partnership between the IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC), Wildlife 

Trust of India (WTI), and the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium.

The international workshop on human-
elephant conflict mitigation in Kaziranga, 
Assam, was held on 29-31 March 2024, and 
received 55 representatives from 12 of the 13 
Asian elephant range countries, members of 
SSC, Asian Elephant Specialist Group (AsESG) 
members, other elephant experts, state 
forest departments, and non-governmental 
organizations.

International workshop on Human-
Elephant Conflict Mitigation hosted 

in Assam

International workshop on human-elephant 
conflict mitigation in Kaziranga, Assam. 

Photo © CSS Asian Elephant
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The workshop focused on formulating guidelines to understand and aid the development of various human-
elephant conflict mitigation strategies adopted across range countries. The group deliberated on the issues 
and challenges and discussed holistic mitigation strategies for successfully reducing conflict such as the use of 
chain-link electric fencing and hanging fences, compensation mechanisms to address human-elephant conflict, 
the establishment of early warning systems, and the integration of technology in human-elephant conflict 
management.

“It was good to get the Center for Species Survival: Asian Elephant off the ground with full participation by range 
countries and AsESG members,” said Vivek Menon, Chair of the SSC Asian Elephant Specialist Group. “I am sure 
that the guidelines for conflict mitigation that emerge from this collaborative workshop will be helpful to manage 
the deteriorating relationship between humans and elephants.”

The Asian elephant, classified as ‘Endangered’ on the IUCN Red List, has a population ranging from 48,000 to 50,000 
individuals across 13 range states and more than 60% of the wild population exists in India alone. This emphasizes 
the critical need to safeguard these animals and implement efficient strategies towards coexistence.

Michael Kreger, Vice President of Conservation for the Columbus Zoo, said, “I am so happy at how well the 
workshop went. Human-elephant conflict is the greatest threat to Asian elephants and is responsible for the loss 
of human lives, property, and agriculture. This first-ever event held by the CSS Asian Elephant did exactly what 
it was set up to do—serve the range countries as a safe space to explore solutions for very complex elephant 
conservation challenges.”
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Centers for Species Survival at the 
World Species Congress

On 15 May 2024, the first World Species Congress was held, organized by Reverse 

the Red, bringing together more than 10,000 conservationists, and gathering online 

thousands more at satellite events across the world. The WCC had the aim of sharing 

stories and examples of success in conserving species, encouraging participants to 

make commitments to reverse the decline of species, meeting the objectives and goals 

established in the Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) Kunming-Montreal.

The aim of this global digital event with a 24-hour livestream, social media formats and online 
and face-to-face events was to bring together a wide variety of stakeholders from many different 
countries and thus create new ideas, new synergies and new momentum for species conservation. 
Holding the event online had substantial environmental benefits: 1) 30,000 tonnes of carbon were 
prevented from entering the atmosphere as an additional cost of travel; 2) participants saved US$ 
23.4 million in travel and registration fees that can be allocated to conservation activities; and 3) 
2,000 kg of food waste were prevented from being discarded after meals. 

World Species Congress.
Photo © Reverse the Red

https://www.reversethered.org/world-species-congress-2024
https://www.reversethered.org/world-species-congress-2024
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EUROPE
CSS Marine - Oceanario de Lisboa

The CSS Marine – Oceanário de Lisboa participated in the World Species Congress by hosting a satellite event: Livro 
Vermelho Talks at Oceanário de Lisboa. Held in the auditorium of Oceanário de Lisboa, the event was attended 
by 85 people and featured representatives from ICNF, the Portuguese governmental organization responsible for 
biodiversity conservation and Red Books, alongside scientists involved in various Red Books for different taxonomic 
groups, including the one being developed by Oceanário de Lisboa. The talks were followed by a Q&A session 
and a brief debate on the significance of these documents. The recording was shared and viewed by ~130 people. 
This was the first event to bring together all Portuguese Red Books, focusing on different taxonomic groups, to 
find common ground and build bridges for future collaboration. It underscored the need to integrate species 
assessments for more efficient conservation plans and to better communicate success stories to both the general 
public and the scientific community.

World Species Congress.
Photo © Oceanário de Lisboa
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CSS Macaronesia - Loro Parque Fundacion

CSS Macaronesia, in collaboration with the IUCN Spanish Committee, SSC Spain Species Specialist Group, and IUCN 
Mediterranean Regional Office, organized a satellite event for the first World Species Congress. It took place at 
the IUCN office in Malaga, Spain, with participation of seven Spanish Scientific Societies. CSS Macaronesia funded 
the attendance of one representative per group and the streaming of the meeting. A total of 27 videos from the 
scientific societies were submitted, showcasing significant species work. Additionally, 11 institutions within AIZA 
(Asociación Ibérica de Zoos y Acuarios) collaborated by formalizing 54 species pledges’ within the framework of the 
WSC and sharing the scientific societies’ videos on their social media platforms. An online meeting was held on 22 
May, where these institutions shared their pledges.

CSS Ireland - Dublin Zoo

On 11-12 May, Dublin Zoo hosted Native Species Weekend, an in-person satellite event for the World Species 
Congress, featuring over 20 Irish conservation organizations and government bodies. The event, attended by 
more than 10,000 visitors, served as a valuable public outreach and networking opportunity for conservation 
professionals. Content was filmed for the World Species Congress, and notable attendees included members of 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service and Malcolm Noonan, Minister of State for Nature, Heritage, and Electoral 
Reform, who contributed a video highlighting conservation successes. Due to the positive response, there are plans 
to make Native Species Weekend an annual event at Dublin Zoo.

World Species Congress.
Photo © Dublin Zoo
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CSS Cologne Zoo

CSS Cologne Zoo participated in the first virtual World Species Conservation event with a panel discussion led 
by zoo board members Prof. Theo B. Pagel and Christopher Landsberg. Entitled Biodiversity concerns us all - 
together for species conservation, the discussion featured prominent speakers such as Sabine Riewenherm, 
President of the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation, and William Wolfgramm, Head of Cologne’s Environment 
Department. They discussed the importance of biodiversity, conditions for successful species conservation, and 
zoo success stories. Riewenherm’s contribution was streamed live by the IUCN Species Survival Commission. Prof. 
Pagel emphasized Cologne Zoo’s commitment to becoming a leading species conservation and education center, 
highlighting the establishment of the Center for Species Survival Cologne Zoo. Last year, the zoo supported species 
conservation efforts with over €400,000 through the Species Protection Euro and donations. Pagel expressed pride 
in their contributions to biodiversity conservation and thanked employees and supporters.

World Species Congress.
Photo © W. Scheurer / Cologne Zoo
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NORTH AMERICA
Global CSS - Indianapolis Zoo

The Global Center for Species Survival (GCSS) played a pivotal role in the World Species Congress (WSC) through 
various collaborative efforts and contributions. Coralie Palmer, GCSS  Marine Conservation Coordinator, worked 
with the Chairs of several SSC Specialist Groups, including those focused on otters, corals, groupers and wrasses, 
seaweeds, marine stars, seahorses, pipefish and seadragons, and the Marine Mammal Protected Area Task Force. 
Together, they curated video presentations showcasing their work, which were featured in a one-hour webinar 
entitled Promising Progress for Marine Species, and another webinar hosted by Reverse the Red on 7 June to 
celebrate World Oceans Day. Coralie also facilitated connections between marine Specialist Groups and Reverse 
the Red for potential speaking opportunities at the Congress. GCSS organized public screenings of the WSC at 
Indianapolis Zoo, both in the Global Center halls and the Dolphin Gallery. Kelly Griese, GCSS  Communications 
Coordinator, supported the event by producing a live segment featuring Rob Shumaker, President and CEO of the 
Indianapolis Zoo, who discussed strategic impact with Michael Clifford, Reverse the Red Strategy Director, and 
Paul Smith, SSC Steering Committee member and   Botanic Gardens Conservation International Secretary General. 
Additionally, Kelly created 14 interstitial videos, highlighting conservation action plans from the Indianapolis Zoo 
Saving Species Challenge and showcasing Zoo grant recipients. 
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CSS Freshwater - Shedd Aquarium

During the World Species Congress, Shedd’s Center for Species Survival: Freshwater partnered with the SSC 
Freshwater Conservation Committee to host the virtual satellite event titled Towards a Mesoamerican Freshwater 
Species Conservation Alliance.
This dedicated event highlighted the inspiring efforts of conservationists and scientists striving to protect 
freshwater biodiversity in Mesoamerica. The event provided us with a valuable opportunity to learn about key 
leaders and organizations, as well as the challenges they face and positive stories that might inspire others 
to achieve similar goals. The success of our satellite event was reflected in the participation of 189 registered 
participants, with a turnout of 50 to 80 connected participants. Topiltzin Contreras, Co-Chair of the SSC Freshwater 
Conservation Committee and Yasmín Quintana, Manager of the Center for Species Survival: Freshwater, talked 
about the collaborative initiatives spearheaded by the Center in conjunction with SSC and key partners across 
Central America. The event showcased 17 initiatives supported by over 40 organizations, each championing topics 
ranging from studies on endemic and endangered freshwater mussels, fishes and axolotls to ecosystem restoration 
and participatory conservation actions. Presenters emphasized the crucial role of applying conservation science 
and fostering collaboration for success. Certainly, establishing a Mesoamerican Freshwater Species Conservation.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PGItFa5A0bJqkB7G-w95AECR8MIcIHFH/view
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SOUTH AMERICA
CSS Brazil - Parque das Aves

CSS Brazil and its host institution, Parque das Aves, participated in the World Species Congress with three 
interventions. Eugenia Cordero, Program Officer, SSC Conservation Planning Specialist Group and CSS Brazil, 
presented CSS Brazil’s work in a megadiverse country, highlighting the importance of collaborative networks 
and respectful communication. Following her, Paloma Bosso, Technical Director of Parque das Aves, presented 
the “Voa Jacutinga” project, which focused on the Black-fronted Pipin-guan (Aburria jacutinga, EN), a threatened 
bird endemic to the Atlantic Forest biome. The project integrates ex situ and in situ methods, along with public 
communication, to improve the population status of this species in part of its natural range. Fabiana Rocha, Head 
officer, IUCN SSC Conservation Planning Specialist Group and  CSS Brazil, interviewed Marcelo Marcelino, director 
of Biodiversity Research, Assessment and Monitoring at ICMBio. This governmental institution is crucial to the 
conservation of biodiversity in Brazil, playing a fundamental role in implementing national and international policies 
and commitments related to environmental protection. In this interview, Fabiana and Marcelo discussed Brazil’s 
contribution to achieving CBD - Target 4 (Halt Species Extinction, Protect Genetic Diversity, and Manage Human-
Wildlife Conflicts).  One of the ICMBio’s main initiatives is assessing the extinction risk of species in the Brazilian 
fauna. There are currently 44 National Action Plans in execution, covering 1054 (80%) out of the 1254 threatened 
species in Brazil. These Plans are developed in a participatory manner across multiple sectors.

Fabiana Rocha & Marcelo Marcelino interview.
Photo © Parque das Aves

https://www.parquedasaves.com.br/blog/parque-das-aves-conquista-certificacao-internacional-com-projeto-de-conservacao/
https://www.cbd.int/gbf/targets/4
https://www.gov.br/icmbio/pt-br/assuntos/biodiversidade/pan
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CSS Argentina - Fundación Temaikèn

CSS Argentina and Fundación Temaikèn hosted an open public satellite event for the World Species Congress at 
their facilities in celebration of World Biodiversity Day. The event aimed to raise awareness, exchange knowledge, 
and inspire visitors to become environmentally responsible citizens committed to biodiversity conservation. 
Attendees learned about the conservation efforts of Fundación Temaikèn and its partner organizations through 
engaging activities that promoted community action and provided practical, easy-to-apply ideas for home. The 
event also created spaces for discussion on species and ecosystem conservation, encouraging collective actions and 
fostering a sense of commitment and involvement in environmental stewardship.

The CSS Argentina and Fundación Temaikèn organized an open public 
Satellite Event of the Reverse the Red World Species Congress.

Photo © Fundación Temaiken
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ASIA
CSS Southeast Asia - Mandai Singapore

Mandai Nature and Mandai Wildlife Group organised a satellite event entitled Driving species recovery: how are 
we “reversing the red” in Southeast Asia? The session opened with an introduction by Mike Barclay, Group CEO, 
Mandai Wildlife Group, who highlighted the pivotal role that both organisations play in driving species conservation 
by taking an integrated approach combining in situ and ex situ efforts. The session provided an opportunity for 
staff from both organisations to learn about the SSC Assess, Plan, Act conservation cycle and how the approach has 
been employed to drive species recovery for some of Southeast Asia’s most threatened species, such as the Rote 
snake-necked turtle. The event was attended by 77 staff from Mandai Nature and Mandai Wildlife Group.

Mike Barclay, Group CEO, Mandai Wildlife Group kicked off the satellite event with an introduction of the important 
role zoos and conservation organisations like Mandai Nature play in driving species conservation.

Photo © Mandai Wildlife Group
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CSS India - Wildlife Trust of India

The CSS India and Wildlife Trust of India (WTI) actively participated in this inaugural global event. WTI hosted 5 
satellite events focused on Amphibians, Gharials, White-winged Duck, Wild Buffalo, and Markhor in their respective 
field sites. The Amphibian Recovery Project team organized an awareness program in collaboration with the 
Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department at Eravikulam National Park in Munnar, entitled Exploring the Croaks: 
An Introduction to Amphibians of Munnar. The program involved over 200 local stakeholders in meaningful 
discussions about Munnar’s endemic and endangered frogs, emphasizing their conservation significance. 
Nature walk and art competition hosted in Hirpora WLS, Jammu and Kashmir hosted a nature walk and painting 
competition in the Hirpora Wildlife Sanctuary. Over 90 local school children, community members, representatives 
from the Department of Wildlife Protection, J&K, district administration, army officials, and local police 
enthusiastically participated in the event. Satellite event hosted by WTI & Bihar Forest Dept to highlight the success 
of the Gandak Gharial Recovery In Bihar, the Gandak Gharial Recovery Project team hosted a presentation at the 
Divisional Forest Office, Motihari Forest Division located in the East Champaran district. Rock painting workshop 
to raise awareness about the endangered White-winged duck Art for Nature and the Assam Forest Department to 
host a nature walk and art workshop in the Dehing Patkai National Park in Tinsukia.

Nature walk and art competition hosted in Hirpora WLS, Kashmir.
Photo © Wildlife Trust of India
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AFRICA
CSS Nigeria - APLORI

The Center for Species Survival Nigeria (CSSN) hosted a watch party for the World Species Congress at the A. P. 
Leventis Ornithological Research Institute (APLORI). This event provided an opportunity for the APLORI community 
to engage with the landmark global congress focused on species conservation. Ten Master’s students in APLORI’s 
Conservation Biology program joined from APLORI and twelve staff members and industrial trainees from the 
University of Jos joined from their offices. Bello Adamu Danmallam, CSS Species Survival Officer presented on 
Bridging Gaps and Prioritizing Species Survival. Bello highlighted APLORI’s role in bridging knowledge gaps in West 
Africa through its Master’s program and data collection efforts like the Nigerian Atlas Project. “The event is evidence 
that there is hope. From brilliant organizations, to spectacular talks and panels, I have experienced a world that is ready 
to reverse and halt extinction,” said Nanchin Winifred, a Research Associate at APLORI. Watch the video here to learn 
more and hear reflections from Conservation Biology students at APLORI.

Watch party for the World Species Congress at the 
A. P. Leventis Ornithological Research Institute.

Photo © APLORI

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pgzZrnOpsEP9ir9hHwTsLqgkHJSWS7Jy/view?usp=sharing
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SSC Partners
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