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Executive Summary

During January-March 2025, SSC has been actively engaged in a range of conservation efforts,
from high-level interventions to capacity-building programs, demonstrating its commitment to
addressing the global biodiversity crisis.

A significant focus has been on strategic interventions through letters and statements to
governments and authorities. These interventions addressed the protection of the endangered
African Penguin in South Africa, the appropriate legal recognition of fungi in South Australia’s
draft Biodiversity Bill, the urgent need to restrict lead ammunition use in the United Kingdom,
the conservation of the endangered Central Bahamian Rock Iguana, and advocating for
enhanced conservation efforts for the Totoaba and Vaquita in Mexico.

The SSC continues to promote its core message, encapsulated in the “Saving Species Sustains
Life” declaration, emphasizing the interconnectedness of species conservation with achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals and the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.
The SSC Network and its partners are actively involved in providing scientific advice, assessing
conservation targets, and supporting the implementation of multilateral environmental
agreements.

To further enhance conservation capacity, the SSC offers a range of tools, knowledge products,
courses, and training opportunities. These resources empower conservationists, local
communities, governments, and other stakeholders to take effective action. Communication
tools and channels are also being utilized to disseminate information and raise awareness,
including blogs, web articles, press releases, and the Species e-bulletin.

We have also focused on strengthening the Network and fostering collaboration. This includes
the appointment of National Focal Persons to enhance coordination with [IUCN National
Committees, and the successful implementation of the Center for Species Survival (CSS) and
National Species Specialist Group (NSSG) model in Nigeria and Spain. The CSS Asian Elephant
initiative exemplifies how communication strategies can bridge conservation efforts and
community engagement.

The 16 International Otter Congress was a key event, bringing together researchers and
conservationists to advance Otter conservation. The SSCis also actively engaging young
professionals in conservation through the SSC Young Professional Task Force, fostering the next
generation of conservation leaders.
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The SSC's commitment to recognizing and celebrating the contributions of its Network is
demonstrated through the SSC Chair's Citation of Excellence Awards. To enhance data accessibility
and transparency, the SSC DATA system has launched an interactive dashboard, providing
valuable insights into conservation efforts.

Looking ahead, the IUCN World Conservation Congress 2025 in Abu Dhabi is highlighted as a

crucial platform for global conservation collaboration. The SSC encourages its members to actively
participate and contribute to this significant event.
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Resumen ejecutivo

Durante enero-marzo de 2025, la CSE ha participado activamente en una variedad de esfuerzos de
conservacion, desde intervenciones de alto nivel hasta programas de fortalecimiento de capacidad
técnica, demostrando su compromiso para abordar la crisis mundial de la biodiversidad.

Un enfoque importante ha sido las intervenciones estratégicas a través de cartas y declaraciones
a gobiernos y autoridades. Estas intervenciones abordaron la proteccion del Pinglino Africano en
peligro de extincién en Sudafrica, el reconocimiento legal apropiado de los hongos en el proyecto
de Ley de Biodiversidad de Australia Meridional, la urgente necesidad de restringir el uso de
municiones de plomo en el Reino Unido, la conservacién de la Iguana de Roca de las Bahamas en
peligro de extincién, y la promocién de mayores esfuerzos de conservacion para la Totoabay la
Vaquita en México.

La CSE contintia promoviendo su mensaje central, plasmado en la declaracion “Salvar Especies
Sustenta la Vida", enfatizando la interconexién de la conservacién de las especies con el logro de
los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible y el Marco Global de Biodiversidad de Kunming-Montreal.
La Red de la CSE y sus socios participan activamente en el asesoramiento cientifico, la evaluacién
de los objetivos de conservaciéon y el apoyo a la implementacion de acuerdos ambientales
multilaterales.

Para seguir mejorando la capacidad de conservacion, la CSE ofrece una variedad de herramientas,
productos de conocimiento, cursos y oportunidades de capacitacion. Estos recursos capacitan

a los conservacionistas, las comunidades locales, los gobiernos y otras partes interesadas para
tomar medidas efectivas. También se utilizan herramientas y canales de comunicacion para
difundir informacién y crear conciencia, incluyendo blogs, articulos web, comunicados de prensay
el boletin electrénico Especies.

Igualmente, nos hemos centrado en fortalecer la Red y fomentar la colaboracién. Esto incluye

la designacion de Puntos Focales Nacionales para mejorar la coordinacién con los Comités
Nacionales de UICN, y la implementacion exitosa del modelo de Centro para la Supervivencia de
las Especies y el Grupo Nacional de Especialistas en Especies en Nigeria y Espafia. La iniciativa del
Centro para la Supervivencia de las Especies Elefante Asiatico ejemplifica cdmo las estrategias de
comunicacién pueden unir los esfuerzos de conservacion con la participacion de la comunidad.

El 16° Congreso Internacional de Nutrias fue un evento clave que reunié a investigadores y
conservacionistas. La CSE también esta involucrando activamente a jovenes profesionales en la
conservacion a través del Grupo de Trabajo de Jévenes Profesionales de la CSE, fomentando la
préxima generacion de lideres en conservacion.
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El compromiso de la CSE de reconocer y celebrar las contribuciones de su Red se demuestra
a través de los Premios a la Excelencia otorgados por el Presidente de CSE. Para mejorar la
accesibilidad y la transparencia de los datos, SSC Data ha creado un panel interactivo, que
proporciona informacion valiosa sobre los esfuerzos de conservacién de la Red.

De cara al futuro, el Congreso Mundial de la Naturaleza de la UICN 2025 en Abu Dhabi se destaca

como una plataforma crucial para la colaboracién mundial en materia de conservacion. La CSE
anima a sus miembros a participar activamente y contribuir con este importante evento.
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Résumeé

Entre janvier et mars 2025, la CSE s'est activement engagée dans une série d'efforts de
conservation, allant d'interventions de haut niveau a des programmes de renforcement des
capacités, démontrant ainsi son engagement a faire face a la crise mondiale de la biodiversité.

L'accent a été mis sur les interventions stratégiques par le biais de lettres et de déclarations
adressées aux gouvernements et aux autorités. Ces interventions ont porté sur la protection

du manchot africain menacé en Afrique du Sud, la reconnaissance juridique appropriée des
champignons dans le projet de loi sur la biodiversité en Australie-Méridionale, la nécessité urgente
de restreindre I'utilisation des munitions au plomb au Royaume-Uni, la conservation de l'iguane
des rochers des Bahamas centraux, menacé d'extinction, et le plaidoyer en faveur d'efforts de
conservation accrus pour le Totoaba et le Vaquita au Mexique.

La CSE continue de promouvoir son message principal, résumé dans la déclaration « Sauvegarder
les espéces c'est maintenir la vie », qui souligne l'interconnexion de la conservation des espéces
avec la réalisation des objectifs de développement durable et le cadre mondial pour la biodiversité
de Kunming-Montréal. Le Réseau des CSE et ses partenaires participent activement a la fourniture
d'avis scientifiques, a I'évaluation des objectifs de conservation et au soutien de la mise en ceuvre
des accords multilatéraux sur I'environnement.

Pour renforcer les capacités de conservation, la CSE propose une série d'outils, de produits

de connaissance, de cours et d'opportunités de formation. Ces ressources permettent aux
défenseurs de I'environnement, aux communautés locales, aux gouvernements et aux autres
parties prenantes de prendre des mesures efficaces. Des outils et des réseaux de communication
sont également utilisés pour diffuser des informations et sensibiliser le public, notamment des
blogs, des articles sur le web, des communiqués de presse et le bulletin électronique sur les
especes.

Nous nous sommes également attachés a renforcer le réseau et a favoriser la collaboration. Cela
inclut la nomination de personnes focales nationales pour améliorer la coordination avec les
Comités nationaux de I'UICN, et la mise en ceuvre réussie du modéle du Centre pour la Survie des
Espéces (CSS) et du Groupe national de spécialistes des especes (NSSG) au Nigéria et en Espagne.
L'initiative du CSS sur I'éléphant d'Asie illustre la maniere dont les stratégies de communication
peuvent faire le lien entre les efforts de conservation et I'engagement des communautés.

Le 16e Congres International de la Loutre a été un événement clé, réunissant des chercheurs et

des défenseurs de I'environnement pour faire progresser la conservation des quatorze especes
de loutres. La CSE engage également activement les jeunes professionnels dans la conservation

IUCN SSC QUARTERLY REPORT / MARCH 2025



par lintermédiaire du groupe de travail des jeunes professionnels de la CSE, encourageant ainsi la
prochaine génération de leaders de la conservation.

L'engagement de la CSE a reconnaitre et a féter les contributions de son réseau est démontré
par les prix d'excellence décernés par le président de la CSE. Afin d'améliorer I'accessibilité et la
transparence des données, le « SSC DATA » de la CSE a lancé un tableau de bord interactif qui
fournit des informations précieuses sur les efforts de conservation.

Pour I'avenir, le Congrés Mondial de la Nature de 'UICN 2025, qui se tiendra a Abu Dhabi, est
considéré comme une plateforme essentielle pour la collaboration mondiale en matiére de
conservation. La CSE encourage ses membres a participer et a contribuer activement a cet
événement important.
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Conferences, meetings, workshops and Intervention letters

(Jon Paul Rodriguez, JPR; Rima Jabado, RJ; Kira Mileham, KM; Nahomy De Andrade, NDA; Edgard Yerena, EY; Levi
Mendoza, LM; Jafet Nassar, JN; Liliana Medina-Toro, LMT; Mayerlin Ramos, MR; Milangela Dell'Aquila, MDA, Lila
Garcia, LG, Nicole Duplaix, ND)

Conferences

* 50 years of the OSG, IUCN SSC 16th International Otter Congress, Lima, Peru, 24-28 February 2025. (ND)
* Maritime Illegal Wildlife Trade Conference, Singapore, Singapore, February 25-27 2025 (R))
* Sea Otter Conservation, Sea Otter Conservation Meeting, Seattle, USA, March 21-23 2025. (ND)

Meetings

* 14th Annual American Humane Hero Dog Awards, Palm Beach, Florida, USA, 8 January 2025. (JPR)

 112th Meeting of the IUCN Council, Antigua, Guatemala, 28-30 January 2025. (JPR, RJ)

* World Association of Zoos and Aquariums Council Meeting, Barcelona, Spain, 31 January, 2025. (virtual) (KM)

* CITES Standing Committee, Geneva, Switzerland, February 3-8, 2025 (R])

* JUCN SSC Centers for Species Survival Annual Partnership Review Meetings, Sydney, Australia and Alicante, Spain, 5
and 20 February and 5, 25 and 26 March 2025. (virtual) (KM, MR, JPR)

* Mammal Conservation Committee meeting, Feb 10 2025. (virtual) (ND)

* JUCN SSC 16th International Otter Congress, Lima, Peru, 24-28 February 2025. (ND, LMT)

* Motions Working Group, IUCN Headquarters, Gland, Switzerland, 10-15 March 2025. (JPR)

+ 19th KBA Committee Meeting, 19 and 25 March 2025. (virtual) (JPR)

* Executive Officers and Commission Support Unit annual meeting, IUCN Headquarters, Gland, Switzerland, 17-21
March 2025. (NDA)

Workshops

* Third Giant Otter International Workshop, Lima, Peru, 19-23 February, 2025. (ND, LMT)

Intervention letters and Statements
Letter to the Minister of the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment of South Africa

On March 10, 2025, the SSC Chair and the Co-Chair of the SSC Penguin Specialist Group, Pablo Garcia Borboroglu,
addressed an urgent letter to the Minister of the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment of South

9 IUCN SSC QUARTERLY REPORT / MARCH 2025



Africa stressing the need for conservation measures to protect the Critically Endangered African Penguin
(Spheniscus demersus), as classified by the IUCN. The letter emphasizes the critical status of this species, which

has seen a dramatic decline in population, losing 97% over the past century. The African Penguin’s survival is
threatened primarily due to food scarcity, exacerbated by competition with commercial fisheries, particularly
purse-seine fishing, which exploits key foraging areas essential for the penguins’ survival. The letter outlines three
urgent recommendations aimed at securing the future of the African Penguin in South Africa. First, it calls for

the establishment of biologically meaningful closures around critical penguin colonies to ensure adequate food
supplies, supported by a robust monitoring program. The letter supports the South African government's decision
to implement these closures for 10 years, with a review after 6 years, but expresses concern that current closures
are insufficient in scale and effectiveness. Second, the letter proposes the creation of an Expert Group that includes
stakeholders from the fishing industry, conservationists, and government representatives. This group would work
collaboratively to identify acceptable spatial closures around Dyer Island, a contentious area for both commercial
fishing and penguin conservation. The letter recommends that discussions be facilitated by an independent panel
previously commissioned by the government, ensuring impartiality and inclusivity. Third, the letter advocates for
the establishment of a Working Group to assess the natural ecosystem requirements for small pelagic fish, which
are crucial for the African Penguin’s diet. This group would ensure that these ecological needs are integrated into
the Total Allowable Catches (TACs) and spatial management strategies of the South African small pelagic fishery.

The letter highlights the economic implications of the African Penguin’s decline, noting that the species contributes
significantly to South Africa’s economy, generating between R1.94 billion and R4.54 billion in 2023, and supporting
thousands of jobs through tourism. The letter stresses that the extinction of the African Penguin would not only
lead to severe biodiversity loss but also result in substantial economic repercussions. In conclusion, the SSC Chair
and the SSC Penguin Specialist Group urge immediate action to secure the food supply for the African Penguin,
emphasizing that without intervention, this iconic species could face extinction in the near future. They express a
willingness to provide further scientific advice and assistance to support these conservation efforts, underscoring
the urgency of the situation and the need for collaborative action to protect the African Penguin and its habitat.

Letter to the Principal Legislation Officer at the National Parks and Wildlife Service of South Australia

On February 2025, the SSC Fungal Conservation Committee, along with the co-chairs of the Australia Species
Specialist Group and the SSC Aquatic Fungi Specialist Group, sent a letter, co-signed with representatives of
Fungimap Inc, the Society for the Protection of Underground Networks, Re:wild, the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria,
and the Australasian Mycological Society, addressed to Mr. Brett Simes, Principal Legislation Officer at the National
Parks and Wildlife Service of South Australia, regarding the draft Biodiversity Bill 2025. The representatives of

such leading organizations in fungi conservation commend the South Australian Government for its efforts to
include fungi in the new legislation. Despite this progress, they express concerns over the incomplete treatment

of fungi, which are erroneously classified as ‘plants’ in the draft Bill. Fungi constitute their own distinct kingdom

of life and should not be subsumed under the plant category, which undermines legal clarity, scientific accuracy,
and public understanding. The letter emphasizes the need for a statutory definition that formally recognizes

fungi, ensuring they are appropriately protected within the legislative framework. It argues that this approach
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aligns with contemporary scientific understanding and international best practices, encouraging South Australia
to set a precedent in biodiversity conservation by acknowledging fungi on equal footing with plants and animals.
The authors propose specific amendments to remove fungi from the plant definition and to make necessary
adjustments throughout the Bill to explicitly reference fungi. They conclude by offering further assistance and
inviting discussions to refine these recommendations, advocating for South Australia to lead in the proper legal
recognition of fungi.

Letter to the United Kingdom's Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs

On February 13, 2025, the SSC Chair addressed a letter to Rt Hon Steve Reed highlighting the urgent need for

the United Kingdom’s Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA) to act on the pressing issue of
lead ammunition use. It is emphasized that the use of lead ammunition during sporting activities poses a severe
threat not only to wildlife but also to human health, livestock, and companion animals. Lead poisoning has been
identified as a significant factor contributing to the decline of bird populations and overall wildlife health, with
scientific evidence supporting these claims. The IUCN has actively engaged in addressing the toxic implications

of lead ammunition, which results in the deaths of approximately 100,000 waterbirds annually in the UK and
about 1 million across Europe. Acknowledging the UK's commitment to scientific research in this area, the letter
advocates for the implementation of more stringent restrictions on lead ammunition. The 2016 IUCN World
Conservation Congress adopted a resolution (WCC 2016 Res 082) urging all members, including the UK, to phase
out lead ammunition, which serves as an important backdrop for the current proposal by the Health and Safety
Executive (HSE). The letter expresses support for the HSE's proposal to restrict lead ammunition, viewing it as a
critical advancement in reducing risks associated with lead poisoning and fulfilling IUCN recommendations. To
enhance the effectiveness of this proposal, the SSC suggests that the transition period to non-toxic ammunition be
shortened to 18 months and that all potential loopholes allowing continued use of lead ammunition be eliminated.
Non-toxic alternatives are sustainable, effective, and readily available, making their adoption a feasible solution.

Furthermore, the letter highlights that a broader restriction on lead ammunition is being considered within the
EU REACH framework. The SSC calls for strong leadership from the UK to ensure coordinated action across the
continent, which would significantly aid in protecting wildlife from poisoning and preserving natural heritage for
future generations.

In conclusion, the SSC urges the UK government to take decisive steps towards advancing these essential measures.
By prioritizing the restriction of lead ammunition, the UK can lead by example in addressing a preventable cause of
harm to wildlife, aligning with global conservation goals.

Letter to Bahamians authorities

On January 29, 2025, the SSC Chair and the Co-Chairs of the SSC Iguana Specialist Group (ISG) sent letters to the
Director of the Department of Environmental Planning and Protection of The Bahamas, and to the Executive
Director of The Bahamas National Trust, addressing about the pressing conservation concerns surrounding the
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proposed resort development by Tradewinds Bahamas Holdings Ltd on High Cay, located off the southeast coast
of San Salvador Island in The Bahamas. High Cay, a vital habitat for the Central Bahamian Rock Iguana (Cyclura
rileyi), is situated within the Pigeon Creek and Snow Bay National Park, which safeguards essential nursery areas
for marine species. This species is an endemic and endangered species facing severe threats due to habitat loss,
predation from non-native species, and the impacts of climate change, including increased risks from hurricanes.
Recent surveys indicate that these threats are intensifying, highlighting the urgent need to protect the remaining
populations to ensure the species’ survival. An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was conducted for the
proposed project with the objectives of evaluating its environmental impacts, proposing mitigation measures,
and assessing the potential for sustainable implementation. However, we express concerns regarding the limited
duration of the EIA's field study, which inadequately captured the ecological dynamics of iguana behavior and
habitat use throughout the year. The assessment’s findings, while affirming the necessity of protecting iguana
habitats, lack the depth required to formulate effective mitigation strategies. Essential information regarding
nesting sites, seasonal food sources, and critical habitats for the iguanas’ survival is missing. Additionally, historical
conflicts between human developments and iguana populations raise alarms about the potential negative
consequences of the proposed resort, including the introduction of invasive species.

In response to these concerns, a Conservation Action Plan for the Central Bahamian Rock Iguana was developed by
the Bahamas National Trust in collaboration with partners, including members of the SSC ISG. This plan emphasizes
the importance of conducting thorough research to assess iguana populations on High Cay and ensure that
development decisions are informed by robust ecological data. As experienced advocates for iguana conservation,
the SSC ISG stresses the need for detailed population studies to evaluate the viability of proposed mitigation
strategies. Moreover, The SSC ISG has engaged with the University of The Bahamas (UB) to explore opportunities
for capacity building in iguana research, which presents a promising avenue for collaboration. By facilitating

a UB-led research initiative on High Cay, it is possible to gather critical data that informs conservation efforts

while balancing the needs of local communities and wildlife. In conclusion, while development projects can yield
economic benefits, it is crucial to prioritize the ecological needs of endangered species like the Central Bahamian
Rock Iguana. The protection of this unique population must be central to all decision-making processes to prevent
its potential extirpation. The SSC remains committed to providing technical expertise and fostering partnerships to
advance conservation objectives effectively.

Letter to the CITES Secretary-General

On January 29, 2025, the Co-Chairs of the SSC Cetacean Specialist Group (SSC CSG) addressed to CITES Secretary-
General, lvonne Higuero, to follow up on the process that CITES began in 2023 to ensure that Mexico is meeting
its commitments under the convention with regard to the Totoaba and Vaquita, and to encourage collaboration
with Mexico’s new administration to improve conservation effectiveness in the Upper Gulf of California. The

letter expresses congratulations to Mexico’s President for prioritizing marine wildlife issues, a significant shift
after decades of inadequate action, and acknowledges the recent leadership appointments in key environmental
institutions, which are crucial for advancing sustainable fishing practices and biodiversity protection. Despite
proactive measures taken by the new administration, including the Mexican Navy's expanded deployment of anti-
gillnet devices, concerns persist regarding the lack of definitive action to prevent gillnet fishing within the vaquita’s
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habitat. It outlined some critical challenges, such as the continued use of gillnets outside designated protection
areas, insufficient progress in transitioning fishing communities to vaquita-safe gear, and an overemphasis on
enforcement rather than habitat-wide conservation efforts. To address these challenges, the SSC CSG recommends
enhancing surveillance and enforcement beyond the currently protected zones and investing in the development
of sustainable fishing gear while engaging fishing communities in the transition process. They also refer to recent
research suggesting that habitat changes could hinder vaquita recovery, emphasizing that the primary threat
remains bycatch in gillnets. The Co-Chairs stress the necessity of addressing conservation efforts comprehensively
within the broader Vaquita Refuge and reiterate their readiness to collaborate on initiatives that benefit both
biodiversity and the livelihoods of fishing communities.
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Saving Species Sustains Life’ declaration

In line with the SSC declaration “Saving Species Sustains Life”, main outcome of the past 5th SSC Leaders’
Meeting in 2024, we aim to empower local communities, support governments, and engage civil society and
businesses to prioritise species conservation at all levels.

The declaration points out that species conservation underlies achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF), emphasizing its critical importance to protecting and
restoring nature.

This call to action appeals to the world’s governments, businesses, Indigenous peoples and local communities,
religious groups, and individuals to halt species decline and prioritise its conservation within their activities

and strategies, recognising that protecting animals, fungi, and plants is fundamental to sustaining ecosystems,
regulating climate, and supporting life.

How the SSC Network and partners can support the declaration

SSC members provide scientific advice to conservation organisations, government agencies and other [UCN
members, and support the discussion and implementation of multilateral environmental agreements. Working in
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close association with the IUCN Secretariat, SSC's major role is to provide information on biodiversity conservation,
the inherent value of species, their role in ecosystem health and functioning, the provision of ecosystem services,
and their support to human livelihoods.

SSC members may assess conservation’s targets to provide advice to governments or private companies proposing
suitable action to influence decision-making and therefore helping to avoid or reduce any adverse impacts on
biodiversity. Furthermore, SSC Regional and National representatives may attend and speak at the meetings of
the governing bodies of the IUCN National and Regional Committees, to advise on suitable plans and actions based
on the assessments developed.

In addition, SSC partners play a critical role in the functionality and operations of the SSC, supporting the SSC
Network and enabling the creation of multi-sector partnerships to improve and scale how we implement different
priority conservation initiatives and projects. SSC partners may enhance and support the SSC network to deliver the
Species Strategic Plan, improve and publish biodiversity and conservation knowledge, and expand the coverage,
quality and content of biodiversity assessments.

IUCN SSC tools and knowledge to achieve GBF targets

Knowledge products, courses and trainings

IUCN and the SSC provide introductory to specialized knowledge products, courses and training opportunities for
capacity building. SSC members, partners and other conservation stakeholders can increase their understanding
of tools and knowledge to support conservation actions, empower local communities, advise governments, and
engage civil society and businesses.

+ Online IUCN Red List Training Course: this course provides an introduction to the [IUCN Red List and outlines
the basic rules for applying the IUCN Red List Criteria for global and sub-global Red List assessments. This
course is suitable for people with or without previous Red List experience.

* Conservation Planning Training & Mentorship Program: SSC Conservation Planning Specialist Group runs
online training in facilitating species conservation planning workshops, and more specific planning tools-
related courses. They also run a mentorship program to further build planning experiences.

+ Conservation Translocation Training Course: SSC Conservation Translocation Specialist Group runs training
courses to enable sound application of the IUCN Guidelines for Reintroductions and Other Conservation
Translocations. The aim of the workshops is to support conservation biologists and managers in designing and
managing the complexities surrounding conservation translocations in terms of multi-stakeholder interests,
biological uncertainties, and risk.

SSC members and partners can find more information about training and courses here.
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https://iucn.org/our-union/commissions/species-survival-commission/our-work/iucn-species-strategic-plan
https://iucn.org/our-union/commissions/species-survival-commission/our-work/courses-and-trainings

SSC Intervention letters

High-level interventions address conservation issues of serious and urgent concern, through letters to governments
or private organizations which highlight the threat(s) to species and /or their habitats, using SSC expert advice,
proposing suitable action to influence decision-making and therefore helping to avoid or reduce any adverse
impacts on biodiversity. SSC expert advice through intervention letters helps to provide legal clarity, scientific
accuracy, and public understanding on key biodiversity issues.

Policies, Guidelines and Standards

The Policies, Guidelines and Standards produced by the SSC provide guidance to specialized conservation projects
and initiatives, such as reintroducing animals into their former ranges, handling confiscated specimens, and halting
the spread of invasive species.

Find IUCN SSC publications in our resources webpage.

Communication tools and channels

One of the aims of the Species Conservation Cycle is to drive strategic and targeted communications to enhance
the impact of IUCN's Species theme. While sharing well developed content about their work and its alignment with
the “Saving Species Sustains Life” declaration, SSC members and partners can further strengthen IUCN's species
theme as a strong and credible source on biodiversity information for target audiences, and increase the visibility of
different taxa and species conservation that attract new audiences.

Below, you can find some of the key SSC tools and channels for promoting your work. For further information,
please contact Liliana Medina-Toro, SSC Communications Officer.

* Blog: stories that comment on an issue or tell a personal story, without necessarily including a strong news
angle, can be presented as blogs. Blogs can provide comment and analysis, or a behind-the-scenes look at the
world of nature conservation and sustainable development.

* Web articles: main findings of a new IUCN report, announcement of a major new conservation initiative,
results of a major conservation project.

* Press releases: if you have a particularly newsworthy story, that has global appeal and relevance there is
potential to develop it as a press release. If approved, the IUCN Global Communications Unit will support its
distribution through the media contact list.

* Species e-bulletin: SSC's members, allies, and IUCN secretariat contribute to the Species E-bulletin, which
is published monthly. The SSC e-bulletin aims to convey updates, efforts, and news around the species
conservation cycle; in addition to some training activities, calling for proposals and other opportunities.

Remember that you can read the declaration in English, Spanish, French, German, Portuguese, Arabic, and
Mandarin.
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SSC National Focal Persons

At the last World Conservation Congress held in Marseille, France (2021), an important amendment to Article
72 of the IUCN Statutes was approved. This amendment states that each Commission may appoint an official
representative of the Commission, resident in each Country or Region, who may attend and speak at the
meetings of the governing bodies of the National and Regional Committees, without the right to vote.

In line with this mandate, the Species Survival Commission (SSC) has appointed 69 representatives, known as Focal
Persons (FP), to the IUCN National Committees across 60 countries in Oceania, Africa, West Asia, China, Europe,
Mesoamerica, South America, and the Caribbean. These FPs are selected by the SSC Chair through a process of
self-nomination and consultation with SSC members in each country. In certain cases, two FPs have been appointed
per country to accommodate special considerations. The complete list of these focal persons can be accessed here.
If your country is listed and does not currently have a designated FP, we encourage you to submit applications to fill
that vacancy. You can find the SSC terms of reference for this new role here.

The primary role of the FP is to participate in all meetings of the IUCN National Committees, and serve as a liaison
between the National Committee and the SSC Chair’'s Office. This mechanism aims to enhance coordination
between the activities and projects of formal IUCN Members and the commission, while also ensuring that the
commission can provide its expertise and knowledge products for various projects undertaken by national
Members. Through the appointment of FPs, we strive to foster unity of action throughout the Union.

After each meeting of the national committee, the FP is responsible for sending a report to the Chair of the SSC,
detailing the topics discussed, particularly those related to species conservation. This process enables the SSC to
identify opportunities for collaboration with the national committee.

Moreover, the designation of a Focal Point can significantly contribute to the unification and collaborative efforts of
SSC members within each country. This internal coordination could lead to the establishment of a National Species
Specialist Group, a type of SSC group actively encouraged by the commission. More information on this initiative
can be found here.
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Uniting for Conservation: A model for
collaborative species survival at national
level in Nigeria and Spain

The CBD Global Biodiversity Framework sets an ambitious vision for species conservation, but in many cases
capacity continues to fall short of this vision. The IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC) is dedicated to
bridging this gap by supporting the establishment of national networks that enhance conservation capacity
and drive measurable reductions in species risk and extinction rates. Through this, the conservation efforts’
vision changes the approach from a global to a more local focus, increasing the possibilities of success.

Biodiversity conservation requires strong partnerships and coordinated efforts to effectively Assess, Plan, and Act
for species conservation. The collaboration between the Center for Species Survival (CSS) and the National Species
Specialist Groups (NSSG) is a great example of mobilizing these national networks in key countries. By bringing
together local partners, communities, universities, and conservation organizations, this initiative leverages science-
based approaches to assess, plan, and take decisive action for species survival. This article examines how the CSS
and NSSG model is being applied in Nigeria and Spain, showing its effectiveness in addressing biodiversity loss.

By setting clear and creative targets, roles, contributions and enhancing capacity building efforts, these initiatives
demonstrate how strategic conservation actions can help reverse negative trends in species decline in these
countries.
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One of the most significant milestones achieved through this collaboration is the establishment of the Nigeria
Species Specialist Group. The Center for Species Survival Nigeria led by Dr. Adams Chaskda and Dr. Bello Adamu
Dammallan provided early support in establishing the national group, with a role in the Conservation Working
Group, leading bird conservation for the country and building bridges with local partners. By 2024, the initiative had
successfully incorporated 15 species experts, creating a diverse network of professionals. The CSS Nigeria team has
also facilitated discussions and convenings to integrate the NSSG into the broader CSS network, ensuring access to
global expertise and resources.
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A cornerstone of the Center is the comprehensive gap analysis of species assessed in the IUCN Red List, which
identifies conservation gaps and sets priorities for Nigeria. The CSS Nigeria team has conducted assessments of
bird species while supporting experts working on other taxa. The team with its host organization, APLORI actively
organizes workshops and training programs for young conservationists to ensure that Nigeria's first National Red
List is achieved,

Collaboration between CSS Nigeria and the NSSG is enhanced by partnerships with other conservation
organizations such as the Nigerian Conservation Foundation, the African Nature Investors Foundation, the Coalition
of Biodiversity Conservationists of Nigeria and the Nigerian chapter of the Society for Conservation Biology.

The second successful collaboration is that of the Center for Species Survival Macaronesian and the Spain Species

Specialist Group. By combining scientific resources and methodologies, the two entities work together to safeguard
threatened species in Spain and the Macaronesia region.
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One key component is a comprehensive gap analysis assessing the status of biodiversity in Spain (2023). A major
outcome of this effort has been the development of a national database compiling all IUCN-assessed species in
Spain. This database integrates distribution maps, particularly for Critically Endangered (CR) and Endangered (EN)
species, providing valuable insights into regional conservation needs.

The Center has also supported the mobilization of national networks to establish the NSSG in Spain. In September
last year, a key meeting was held to introduce the proposal to the IUCN Spanish Committee. Since then, two
additional meetings have taken place, leading to the official constitution of the NSSG. CSSM played a role in its
creation and is actively involved in the Spanish Species Specialist Group Steering Committee, ensuring strong
leadership and guidance for future initiatives.

To strengthen the operational capacity of the NSSG, CSSM has also committed to funding its core operations

and conservation projects. This support will enable the group to take on critical conservation tasks, such as
species assessments, reassessments, and cartography efforts in collaboration with Spanish scientific societies.
Additionally, the Center and the Specialist Group are working together to facilitate Red List training, ensuring that
conservationists and researchers in Spain are equipped with the [IUCN Red List tools and skills needed to conduct
accurate species assessments and contribute to the National Red List project. Looking ahead, CSSM and NSSG are
committed to expanding their joint conservation initiatives, strengthening relationships with regional and national
governments to secure policy support.

These collaborations between CSSs and NSSGs are a testament to the power of collaboration in conservation. By
combining research, expert engagement, and strategic planning, this model ensures a comprehensive approach to
species conservation in countries. With continued efforts, these synergies will drive long-term conservation impacts,
fostering a future where Nigeria and Spain’s biodiversity is effectively protected and celebrated.
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Center for Species Survival

Voices for Giants: How CSS Asian Elephant
bridges conservation and community
through communication

The Center for Species Survival (CSS) Asian Elephant is a collaborative initiative dedicated to the conservation
of the endangered Asian elephant across its 13 range countries, including India, Sri Lanka, and Thailand.
Established through a partnership between the IUCN SSC, Columbus Zoo and Aquarium, Asian Elephant
Specialist Group, and the Wildlife Trust of India, this center is positioned within Assam, India, directly within the
species’ native habitat.

Recognizing the major threats facing Asian Elephants, such as habitat loss and human-elephant conflicts, CSS Asian
Elephant as part of its strategy is effective communication, aiming to raise awareness, disseminate knowledge and
encourage community involvement. The CSS Asian Elephant has developed a communication strategy to address
the main priorities for the conservation of this species.

+ Social Media accounts: Harnessing the power of digital media, the Center created profiles on platforms like
Instagram, X, and LinkedIn. Through these channels, they share updates on conservation projects, success
stories, and educational content. For further information visit @cssasianelephant, @css_ase and CSS Asian
Elephant initiatives.

* CSS Asian Elephant newsletter: Regular publications in scientific journals, newsletter and contributions to
the IUCN SSC platforms help disseminate research findings. These publications inform global conservation
strategies and keep the public informed about ongoing efforts and challenges across the 13 range countries

for the Asian Elephant.

In conclusion, the CSS Asian Elephant is an example of how targeted communication strategies can drive
conservation success and raise public awareness of the plight of Asian elephants. By combining traditional outreach
with modern digital tools, they bridge the gap between local actions and global awareness, ensuring a better future
for the Asian Elephant.
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16" International Otter Congress

Every three to four years, the OSG organises an International Otter Congress (I0C), bringing together
experienced and early-career researchers from around the world to update knowledge and develop strategies
to pave the way for the future of otter conservation.

The 16th IOC was held at the Universidad Cientifica del Sur in Lima, with 97 registered participants representing
21 countries. The Congress was sponsored by the Houston Zoo, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance Peru, Universidad
Cientifica del Sur, Ministry of the Environment of Peru, Projeto Ariranhas, Elakha Alliance, Hotel Las Palmas,
ProDelphinus Peru, Nutrias de México, Conservacion and Parque de las Leyendas. A team of 16 dedicated young
volunteers contributed to the seamless and successful execution of the event.

The program was articulated in seven sessions, spread throughout the five days of congress:

Success Stories
* In-situ and Ex-situ Conservation Planning and Action Emerging Threats and Trade

Conflicts and Coexistence

“How to": Advanced Techniques for Otter Monitoring and Research Red List and Green Status Assessment

Education, Communication and Networking
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During the congress, we held two workshops - “Necropsy Protocols” and “eDNA Monitoring” - and two Round Tables
- “Peruvian OSG members and government representatives” and “IUCN SSC Otter Specialist Group Strategic Plan
2026-2030".

The seven sessions featured 50 oral presentations and 23 posters, including the opening lecture by Gonzalo Medina
Vogel on “Long-standing otter research and conservation in Chile,” as well as six invited talks:

* Klaus-Peter Koepfli: “How genetics and genomics have enriched our understanding of otter biology and phylogeny”

 Tim F. Schikora: “From exhibition to conservation pillar — how the International Giant Otter Alliance makes the
world’s ex-situ population relevant to conservation”

* Silvio Marchini: “The rise of coexistence as a new paradigm in understanding and managing human-wildlife
interactions”

* Elizabeth Chadwick: “Otter Project: Thirty years of monitoring using otters found dead”

* Magdalene Cygan: “Measuring otter recovery and conservation impact with the IUCN Green Status of species”

* Arno Gutleb: “38 years of the IUCN OSG Bulletin”

The round table on the “IUCN SSC Otter Specialist Group Strategic Plan 2026- 2030" discussed the OSG's future
targets and objectives for the next quadrennium (2026-2029), as drafted by the Co-Chairs. The 45 targets,
organized under the Assess, Plan, Act, Network, and Communication components, were based on global priorities
for otter conservation. These targets addressed priority species (Lutra sumatrana, Lontra provocax, and Aonyx
congicus), key areas of concern (Chile, Southeast Asia, and sub-Saharan Africa), and emerging threats, including the
increasing frequency and severity of climate change-related extreme events (fires, droughts, and floods), disease,
novel pollutants, gold mining, ecotourism and invasive alien species. The plan also emphasized the need for genetic
and disease monitoring, Green Status assessments, and capacity building for new monitoring techniques, such as
genomics, environmental DNA, and artificial intelligence-based identification tools

The 16th 10C was marked by strong youth participation and initiatives led by the OSG Otter Youth Circle (OYC). The
main initiatives included:

+ small grants to sponsor youth
* a youth-mentor mixer with over 50 attendees
+ awards for the best youth presentation and poster

The award for the best presentation went to Woo Chee Yoong for “The status and conservation effort of the hairy-
nosed otter in Malaysia,” while Camilla Solari received the best poster award for “Diet composition and ecological
insights of sympatric populations of marine otter and American mink in the Valdivian coastal zone, Chile.”

The OSG Management Team also discussed the future structure of the OSG, including the appointment of a new
co-chair (following Nicole Duplaix announcement that she will step down by the end of 2025), deputy chair, and the
species and working group coordinators (these updates will soon be available on the OSG website, which will be
revamped in the coming months to enhance usability and provide more comprehensive information).
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A silent auction was also organized during the Congress and a well-attended social dinner. These events, along with
the amazing coffee breaks featuring traditional Peruvian ingredients used in local cuisine — explained by the chef
Miluka Stakeeff — fostered connection and camaraderie among the attendees.

16th 10€ giotp photo:
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The participants were also assisted in visiting both Pantanos de Villa, a Ramsar Site less than 1km from the congress
venue, and Puerto Pucusana, a fishing village one hour away, for short post-congress tour outings to see the local
wildlife and the elusive marine otter, Lontra felina.

The closing ceremony featured a celebration honouring Co-Chair Nicole Duplaix. Co-Chair Anna Loy announced
the establishment of the Nicole Duplaix Otter Conservation Award, which will be shortly described and presented

during future 10Cs.

The Program, Book of Abstracts and Report will be available on OSG website and the proceedings will be published
in the IUCN SSC Otter Specialist Group Bulletin.
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS TASK FORCE

SSC Young Professional Task Force

Over the past three months, significant efforts have been made to engage young professionals in conservation
initiatives through various activities and collaborations. Participation in the IUCN Youth Advisory Committee
(YAC) has been instrumental in shaping the Regional Conservation Forum (RCF) for Europe, North and Central
Asia (ENCA) planning, YAC talks, the surveying process, and regular meetings. In January 2025, collaboration
with the CITES Global Youth Network contributed to the selection of members for the upcoming CITES Global
Youth Summit in Singapore. Additionally, partnerships were established with the Nigerian and United States
Chapters of the Global Youth Biodiversity Network in January and February.

The SSC Young Professionals Task Force (YPTF) has actively explored ways to enhance engagement and
empowerment. A key milestone was the “Conversation and Conservation” webinar held on February 3, 2025, as
part of the Reverse the Red Day celebrations, highlighting the role of young professionals in conservation action.
This was a key milestone as Reverse the Red Day is an annual global event dedicated to promoting collaborative
action for species conservation and ecosystem recovery, in this particular case, giving a voice to young professionals
in conservation. This was primordial to:

* Raise awareness to highlight the urgent need to reverse biodiversity loss and improve the conservation status
of threatened species and ecosystemes.

* Encourages collaboration to bring together conservationists, governments, youth groups, NGOs, and the
private sector to work collectively toward solutions.

* Engage young professionals to foster youth participation in conservation efforts, helping to develop the next
generation of conservation leaders.
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* Showcase Success Stories by sharing conservation success cases, it inspires hope and demonstrates that
reversing species declines is possible with coordinated efforts.

The Conversation and Conservation webinar was an important part of Reverse the Red Day, for sharing information
and engaging young professionals in conservation efforts. It contributed to strengthening intergenerational
collaboration and empowering young conservationists to take action in reversing species declines. Another
impactful event was the “Youth in Action: From Calling to Career - How Young Conservationists Are Turning Passion
into Impact” webinar hosted by IUCN SOS in March. Efforts have also focused on strengthening regional teams
through coordinator meetings to plan upcoming regional webinars and launching an active social media campaign
across Instagram, Facebook, and LinkedIn.

Furthermore, effective discussions with SSC Specialist Groups (SGs), Red list Authorities, and Task Forces have
facilitated the integration of young professionals into their teams, including the Hornbill SG, Asia Songbirds Trade
SG, Amphibian SG, Sea Cucumber SG, Parrot SG, Rabbit SG, Invertebrates SG, Orchid SG, Wild Tulips SG, South
American Camelid SG, Spanish Species SG, and Global Tree SG. These collective efforts aim to empower young
conservationists, foster meaningful engagement, and enhance their impact within the conservation sector.

Engaging with the SSC Young Professional Task Force

Engaging young professionals in conservation biology is essential for fostering innovation, leadership, and long-
term success in the field. The YPTF provides a platform for early-career conservationists to connect, collaborate,
and contribute to global conservation efforts. Key steps to effectively engage with YPTF and participate in upcoming
events are:

1. Reach out the YPTF email: iucnsscyptf@gmail.com.

2. Join the Network by accessing the IUCN Commissions Membership System.

3. Follow social media channels (@iucnsscyptf) to stay updated on activities and opportunities.

4. Attend meetings and webinars by participating in virtual and in-person events to connect with peers and
experts in conservation.

5. Collaborate on projects by contributing to YPTF-led initiatives, such as research collaborations, policy
discussions, and outreach programs.

6. Participate in training programs by applying to mentorship opportunities that connect young professionals
with experienced conservationists in the [UCN.

7. Share your work by using YPTF platforms to showcase research, fieldwork, and conservation efforts, gaining
visibility, feedback from the community, and opportunities to engage young professionals in it.

By engaging with YPTF, young professionals can expand their networks, develop their skills, and contribute

meaningfully to conservation efforts. Stay connected and take advantage of these opportunities to be part of a
dynamic and impactful community! Find more info about the YPTF here.
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Ceremony of the SSC Chair’s Citation of Excellence
Awards at the 5th SSC Leader's Meeting in Abu Dhabi
Photo © Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi (EAD)

The SSC Chair's Citation of
Excellence Awards

SSC has established an award system to recognize the great contributions of its network, which dedicates
voluntary efforts and time on behalf of species conservation. This recognition is given in the form of four SSC
Awards, designated by the SSC Chair in consultation with the Steering Committee: Sir Peter Scott Award for
Conservation Merit, George Rabb Award for Conservation Innovation, Harry Messel Award for Conservation
Leadership, and SSC Chair’s Citation of Excellence.

The SSC Chair's Citation of Excellence was created in 2004, to recognize outstanding contributions to SSC in the
form of a certificate given to the leaders of SSC Groups during the celebration of the SSC Leader’s Meetings. Starting
in 2019, it has been awarded to SSC Groups for their outstanding activities supporting the five components of the
Species Conservation Cycle: Assess - Plan - Act - Network - Communicate. Contributions made by SSC Groups are
reviewed and quantified according to information managed through the SSC DATA System. SSC Groups are ranked
based on: (a) the performance of the group in each component of the Species Conservation Cycle, (b) annual report
accomplishment, (c) inclusion of actions linked to World Conservation Congress Resolutions and (d) focal persons’
involvement in monitoring of group targets.

Given the high heterogeneity of SSC Groups in type, work focus, and group size, the SSC Chair's Office makes a

major effort to ensure a fair representation of awardees considering these parameters. Detailed information on the
selection criteria is available on the SSC website and can be found here.
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Of all SSC Awards that have been created, the Citation of Excellence reaches the largest number of SSC Groups
in each Leaders Meeting. In 2024, there were 10 awards per SSC Component, which resulted in 50 awarded SSC
Groups, or more than 25% of the SSC Network.

IUCN CEESP/SSC Sustainable Use and Livelihoods Specialist Group Communicate
IUCN SSC African Elephant Specialist Group Assess
IUCN SSC Anguillid Eel Specialist Group Plan

IUCN SSC Anteater, Sloth and Armadillo Specialist Group

Communicate

IUCN SSC Asian Elephant Specialist Group Plan
IUCN SSC Asian Songbird Trade Specialist Group Act
IUCN SSC Bear Specialist Group Network
IUCN SSC Brazil Fungal Specialist Group Act

IUCN SSC Brazil Plant Red List Authority
IUCN SSC Bryophyte Specialist Group
IUCN SSC Bustard Specialist Group

IUCN SSC Butterfly and Moth Specialist Group

Communicate
Assess
Act

Communicate

IUCN SSC Cat Specialist Group Network
IUCN SSC Cetacean Specialist Group Act
IUCN SSC China Plant Specialist Group Assess
IUCN SSC Conservation Planning Specialist Group Plan
IUCN SSC Coral Specialist Group Network
IUCN SSC Crane Specialist Group Network

IUCN SSC Crop Wild Relative Specialist Group

Communicate

IUCN SSC Dragonfly Specialist Group Plan
IUCN SSC Firefly Specialist Group Act
IUCN SSC Freshwater Crustacean Specialist Group Assess
IUCN SSC Fungal Conservation Committee Act
IUCN SSC Global Tree Specialist Group Assess
IUCN SSC Hornbill Specialist Group Network
IUCN SSC Human-Wildlife Conflict and Coexistence Specialist Group Network

IUCN SSC Iguana Specialist Group
IUCN SSC Invertebrate Conservation Committee

IUCN SSC Lagomorph Specialist Group

IUCN SSC Large Carnivore Initiative for Europe Specialist Group

IUCN SSC Macaronesian Islands Plant Specialist Group
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IUCN SSC Marine Fishes Red List Authority

IUCN SSC Mascarene Island Plant Specialist Group

IUCN SSC Medicinal Plant Specialist Group

IUCN SSC Mushroom, Bracket and Puffball Specialist Group
IUCN SSC Otter Specialist Group

IUCN SSC Pangolin Specialist Group

Assess

Assess
Communicate
Communicate
Act

Communicate

IUCN SSC Peccary Specialist Group Plan
IUCN SSC Plant Conservation Committee Network
IUCN SSC Primate Specialist Group Plan
IUCN SSC Seahorse, Pipefish and Seadragon Specialist Group Plan
IUCN SSC Shark Specialist Group Network
IUCN SSC Small Mammal Specialist Group Assess
IUCN SSC Snapper, Seabream and Grunt Specialist Group Act
IUCN SSC South American Camelid Specialist Group Act
IUCN SSC Southern African Plant Specialist Group Assess

IUCN SSC Swan Specialist Group

Communicate

IUCN SSC Vulture Specialist Group Plan
IUCN SSC Western Ghats Plant Specialist Group Assess
IUCN SSC Wild Pig Specialist Group Act
IUCN SSC/CEESP Biodiversity and Family Planning (Res072) Task Force Network

SSC Groups may be recognized in more than one Leaders’ meeting, because what is important is excelling in the
formulation and achievement of targets under each component of the Species Conservation Cycle.

We hope to see your group as one of the awardees in the next Citation of Excellence Award ceremony.
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IUCN Headquarter
135 Targets
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(40%)
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€58 - Argantina: Fundacidn Temaikén CSS - Brazil Parqua das Aves. 4
IUCN SSC Colombian Plant Specialist Group 1
IUCN SSC Conservation Planning Specialist Group 2

SSC DATA Dashboard: A New Era of
Data Accessibility

The SSC DATA system was created in 2021 to optimize network monitoring and evaluation of the SSC
achievements. Its main advantage lies in enabling groups to report their results in real time, consolidating all
that information into a comprehensive database.

Since its inception, three annual reporting cycles have been completed. The database has grown stronger with each
cycle, reflecting how the SSC Network remains committed to conservation efforts worldwide. Starting in 2022, the
SSC DATA Unit has utilized this data internally to connect targets, promote the network’s work, and make informed
decisions. This experience has driven us to take data usage to the next level.

Today, we are thrilled to announce our latest product: an interactive dashboard that provides valuable insights
backed by three years of collected information. With this tool, our network and the general public will be able to
interact with the data autonomously.

The key features of the dashboard include open access, filters for main categories, interactive charts, and the ability
to download information in a spreadsheet.

To facilitate the first-time use of this tool, we have created a simple tutorial to guide users through the navigation
process. We encourage our network to explore this powerful tool and share it with their members and
stakeholders. This dashboard showcases a meaningful summary of the incredible work carried out by the Species
Survival Commission and its partners.
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IJUCN World Conservation
Congress 2025

As the world’s most democratic and diverse gathering of conservation experts, leaders, and decision-makers,
the IUCN World Conservation Congress will define global priorities, foster groundbreaking collaborations, and
inspire real change for our planet. Whether you want to share knowledge, influence policy, or connect with
pioneers in the field, this is the place to be. Join us in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, on October 9 - 15,
2025. Registration is open now for the WCC here!.

The IUCN Secretariat is looking for engaging and insightful content related to current global challenges.
Contributions should not only inform, but also inspire action and discussion. While we encourage connections
between your topic and Congress themes, the most important factor is that your content adds value to the
conversation around conservation.

Congress themes
* Scaling Up Resilient Conservation Action
* Reducing Climate Overshoot Risks
* Delivering on Equity
* Transitioning to Nature-Positive Economies and Societies
* Disruptive Innovation and Leadership for Conservation

Content format

* Blog post (400-600 words)
Article (400-600 words)
* Interview (video or transcribed)

* Video (produced by contributor)

Other content types inspiring to our audience and practical for contributors
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https://iucncongress2025.org/participate/registration

Current monthly focuses (subject to change)

* May: Achieving global goals; Scaling Up Resilient Conservation Action, Reducing Climate Overshoot Risks. (W

will highlight the importance of healthy nature for all areas of life and society)

* June 1: Nature's solutions to global challenges; Reducing Climate Overshoot Risks, Transitioning to Nature-
Positive Economies and Societies. (We will highlight nature-based solutions to drought and desertification)

* June 2: Aquatic Ecosystems; Scaling Up Resilient Conservation Action. (We will highlight stories, projects,
research, and initiatives relating to oceans and freshwater)

* July: Innovating for a new relationship with nature; Disruptive Innovation and Leader for Conservation + all
other themes. (We will highlight innovative work from Members)

+ August: Indigenous peoples’ leadership in conservation; Delivering on Equity.

* September: Congress logistics, opportunities, general information.

This represents a great opportunity for SSC members to highlight their stories and contributions in species

conservation. If you are part of the SSC Network and want to present a proposal, please contact Liliana Medina
Toro, SSC Communications Officer.
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