1721 POLLUTION AND MARINE DEBRIS

RECOGNIZING that marine debris, particularly persistent plastics and abandoned fishing nets and gear
(especialy monofilament nets), represent asignificant threat to marinelife;

AWARE that the accumulation of marine garbage emanating from ships and land-based sources in the marine
environment and on beachesis a serious and increasing problem world-wide;

RECOGNIZING that the continuing pollution of the marine environment with toxic substances from land-based
sources and from shipsis causing serious, and in many areasincreasing, damage to marine ecosystems;

WELCOMING the forthcoming entry into force of Annex V of the International Convention for the Prevention of
Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) that will prohibit ships from discharging plastics at sea and place significant
restrictionson thedischarge of other garbage;

NOTING the efforts of the Marine Environment Protection Conmittee (MEPC) to develop draft guiddines for
effective implementation and enforcement of Annex V requirements,

WELCOMING the statement by the Consultative Meeting of the Parties to the London Dumping Convention
(LDC) that deliberate disposal at sea of worn-out or broken fishing gear should not be treated under the LDC as
exempted discharges inthe course of thenormal operation of vessels;

WELCOMING ALSO the studies of the incidence of marine debris in the Southern Ocean being made by the
Parties to the Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR);

The General Assembly of IUCN, at its 17th Session in San Jose, CostaRica, 1-10 February 1988:

1 URGESIUCN State membersand other Stateswhich are Parties
to MARPOL, toratify Annexesl |, 111 and V of the Convention
and (wherle appropriate) to take such stepsasare necessary to introduce their provisionsinto their national law so
asto regulate
gtrictly the dischargeinto the seaof toxic substances and garbage
(as defined in the Convention) from vessalsflying their flags.

2 FURTHER URGESIUCN State members which are Parties to
MARPOL, and other States, to undertake efforts domestically,
regionally and internationally to minimise and where possibleto
eliminate toxic substances and debris entering the seafrom land-
based sources.

3 RECOMMENDS that:

a. Member States of the International Maritime Organization
(IMO), after entry into force of Annex V, consider introdud ng amendments to the Annex to increase the
rigour with
which it isimplemented and enforced, including:

— arequirement that individua waste management plansbe
developed for commercid vessels;

— arequirement that log entries be made for all waste disposal practices;

— areguirement for the presentation of waste at port sidefor
vessalsrequiring off loading of wastein accordance with
their waste management plans;

b. Member States consider arequirement that al fishing vessdls
flying their flags or operating in their fishing zones adopt
methods of inddlibly marking fishing gear such asnets, ropes
and cablesin such amanner that the vessel from which such
Pe;r originates may bereadily identified, and that they consider creating incentivesfor fisherman to recover
ost gear;

C Mherglg% St%tes of other competent international bodies, including the London Dumping Convention and
the an
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, consider
how the competency of those bodies may be used toinitiate



and coordinate practical measuresto combat the problems of
marine pollution by toxic substances and rel ease of debris;

d. Member States of competent regional bodies, including the
0Odo Convention, the Paris Convention, the Helsinki Convention and the Regional Seas Conventions
supported by the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), consider
how the competency of those bodies may be used toinitiate
gr)gc/tical measures to achieve the objectives of paragraph 2
e

4. INVITESIUCN State memberswhich are Partiesto MARPOL,
and other States and relevant international organizations, to institute regional studies of the incidence of
marinedebrissimilar
to those being carried out in the Southern Ocean under
CCAMLR.






