
 

WCC-2016-Res-020-EN 
Strengthening pathway management of alien species in island ecosystems 
 
RECALLING Resolution 5.021 Implementing the provisions on invasive alien species of the 
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 (Jeju, 2012); 
 
RE-EMPHASISING that Aichi Biodiversity Target 9 associated with the Convention on 
Biological Diversity's (CBD) Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 states that: "By 2020, 
invasive alien species and pathways are identified and prioritised priority species are 
controlled or eradicated, and measures are in place to manage pathways to prevent their 
introduction and establishment"; 
 
RECALLING the Guiding Principles for the Prevention, Introduction and Mitigation of Impacts of 
Alien Species that Threaten Ecosystems, Habitats or Species adopted through Decision VI/23 
of the Sixth Conference of Parties to the CBD (CBD COP6, The Hague,2002), and that Guiding 
Principle 7 on the role of States indicates that States should consider putting in place 
appropriate measures to control introductions of invasive alien species within the State 
according to national legislation and policies where they exist; 
 
AWARE that introduction of alien species beyond a distinct biogeographic region poses a risk 
of biological invasion even within national jurisdictions; 
 
NOTING that the Government of Japan plans to recommend to UNESCO that three islands of 
the Ryukyu archipelago, Amamioshima, Tokunoshima and Okinawa Island, be considered for 
World Natural Heritage status; and 
 
RECOGNISING that the United States Marine Corps facility planned for construction at Henoko 
on Okinawa Island, requires 21 million cubic metres of soil and rock to be used in reclamation 
work, of which 17 million cubic metres will be transferred from mainland Japan and two of the 
other islands of Ryukyu archipelago, Amamioshima and Tokunoshima, where species that are 
alien to Okinawa Island occur; 
 
The World Conservation Congress, at its session in Hawai‘i, United States of 
America, 1-10 September 2016: 
 
1. REQUESTS Director General and the Species Survival Commission strengthen capacity in 
detection and monitoring of invasive alien species and potentially invasive alien species in 
island ecosystems through international collaboration; 
 
2. URGES the Government of Japan to address introduction pathways for alien species, 
especially those contaminating the landfill materials to be transferred to the construction site 
of the United States Marine Corp Facility at Henoko, Okinawa, and, in particular, to: 
 
a. develop methods for early detection of alien species in landfill materials prior to their 
transfer to Henoko in Okinawa, and to make use of the methods recommended by experts 
and biodiversity stakeholders in Okinawa region; 
 
b. conduct appropriate risk analysis, inviting third party experts on the transfer of 
landfill materials, and apply risk reduction measures to protect important biodiversity 
heritage in Okinawa region; 
 
c. invite third party experts and biodiversity stakeholders in Okinawa region to conduct 
early detection and continuous monitoring for invasive alien species at the construction 
site and surrounding areas in Okinawa, ensuring a participatory process of decision 
making on the transfer of landfill materials; and 
 
d. take rapid response action for the eradication of invasive alien species when presence at 
the construction site is established and to contain such invasive alien species to prevent their 
spread to the surrounding areas of Okinawa; 
 
3. FURTHER URGES the Government of Japan to address the growing opportunities for the 
introduction of alien species through tourism and military activities in the Ryukyu islands and 
to strengthen measures for preventing the entry of alien species at ports of arrival; and 
 



 

4. INVITES the Government of the United States of America to take appropriate measures 
to prevent introduction of alien species via landfill materials, ships, aircraft and military 
activities, and to minimise the impact of alien species establishing themselves on Okinawa 
Island, in collaboration with the Government of Japan. 
 
 
State and agency Members of the United States abstained during the vote on this 
motion for reasons given in the U.S. General Statement on the IUCN Motions Process. 
 


