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Transforming global food systems through sustainable land management that is aligned to the UN SDGs

RECOGNISING the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which aims to eliminate poverty and hunger
for all human beings and RECALLING that many Sustainable Development Goals support the Agenda, in
particular Goals 2, 12 and 15 which call for zero hunger, responsible consumption, and life on land
respectively;

RECOGNISING the growing global concerns over the role of unsustainable agriculture practices in
transcending three major planetary boundaries (biosphere integrity, land-system change and
biogeochemical flows);

AWARE that food insecurity is on the rise at global level, with more than 820 million people su�ering from
hunger and that global demand for food continues to grow;

NOTING that agricultural land can provide a number of ecosystem services when managed sustainably and
that farmers and landowners can be incentivised to conserve those services;

RECOGNISING that the full value of agricultural land and landscapes depends especially on restoring and
protecting land health, for which soil organic carbon and soil biodiversity are key indicators;

NOTING the call for transformation of the food and agriculture system in the Hawai‘i Commitments, as well
as IUCN’s history of Resolutions and Recommendations that relate to food and agriculture, and also the
work of the High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition (HLPE) and the Committee on World
Food Security (CFS) on nutrition and Food systems;

MINDFUL OF the major contribution of unsustainable agricultural practices to environmental degradation
and the extinction crisis;

MINDFUL, conversely, that well-managed agricultural practices and sustainable agricultural and forest
systems can provide important conservation and social benefits and are vital tools for the restoration of
degraded lands;

NOTING that 40% of agricultural land is degraded or degrading and this presents both a risk and an
opportunity;

ALSO RECOGNISING the centrality of land health and soil biodiversity to maintaining ecosystem functionality
in production landscapes;

ACKNOWLEDGING the significant knowledge gaps in the taxonomy and characterisation of soil biodiversity;

EMPHASISING the need to manage soil as an ecosystem and not as a substrate and that this knowledge is
already embedded in many traditional and contemporary land management systems;

ACKNOWLEDGING that increased multi-stakeholder dialogue and engagement is required if the world is to
achieve a sustainable food and agriculture system;

RECOGNISING the growing number of actors in the agriculture sector that are striving for sectoral
transformation towards sustainability; and

NOTING IUCN’s growing role in promoting sustainable land management as an accredited agency of the
Global Environment Facility (GEF) and Green Climate Fund (GCF) and the opportunity for promoting
sustainable land management as a Nature-based Solution for sustainable agriculture and food production;

The IUCN World Conservation Congress 2020, at its session in Marseille, France:

1. CALLS ON the Director General to:

a. improve and deliver information for supporting improvement of food systems, both using the value of
nature and reducing the threats to nature, including information on soil biodiversity, management practices,
land health related to agricultural systems, and agricultural landscape functionality;

b. accelerate IUCN’s field action on sustainable agriculture, Land Degradation Neutrality and Landscape
Restoration, as major components of IUCN’s contribution to the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration, in
cooperation with other competent organisations;



c. invest in developing partnerships with key stakeholder groups in the food and agriculture sector to
promote sectoral transformation;

d. promote land health and soil biodiversity in relevant policy fora; and

e. structure IUCN’s engagement in agriculture to transcend current IUCN thematic programme areas and
connect across all of IUCN’s relevant work on science, policy and practice;

2. RECOMMENDS that Commissions improve availability of knowledge on sustainable agriculture, including
indicators and values of land health and soil biodiversity, and evidence of successful approaches for large-
scale transformative action, as well as methods to develop estimates of the value of ecosystem services
provided by agricultural lands; and

3. CALLS ON governments, civil society and private investors to prioritise the transition of the food and
agriculture sector, from being a contributor to biodiversity loss to becoming an integral part of restoration
and sustainable management of the environment, and to mobilise adequate resources to support
sustainable practices at farm, landscape and supply-chain levels.


