
WCC-2020-Res-116-EN
Develop and implement a transformational and e�ective post-2020 global biodiversity
framework

RECOGNISING that the world’s ecosystems and biodiversity provide us with food, clean water, the
air we breathe, jobs, livelihoods, general welfare and happiness, and help us prevent and be
resilient to natural disasters;

FURTHER RECOGNISING that nature is declining globally at rates unprecedented in human history,
that the rate of species extinctions is accelerating and the health of ecosystems is deteriorating
more rapidly than ever;

STRESSING that the current rapid and dramatic decline in nature and nature’s contributions to
people represents a human health and well-being, development, economic and existential threat
and that we are facing a planetary emergency;

ALSO STRESSING that nature loss, climate change, desertification and land degradation, and
unsustainable development are all di�erent sides of the same problem and that need to be
addressed in an integrated and coherent way by all relevant legal, policy and financial instruments;

DEEPLY CONCERNED that impacts of nature loss are hitting the poorest hardest, causing food and
water insecurity and conflict, and costing the global economy billions each year, and contributing
to climate change;

AWARE that the Global Assessment on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services of the
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)
concluded that goals for conserving and sustainably using nature and achieving sustainability
cannot be met by current trajectories, and that goals for 2030 and beyond may only be achieved
through transformative changes across economic, social, political and technological factors;

CONCERNED that the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Commission on
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture concluded that biodiversity for food and agriculture is
declining, and that enabling frameworks for the sustainable use, conservation and restoration of
biodiversity for food and agriculture remain insu�icient;

NOTING WITH CONCERN that climate change is already a�ecting nature, people and livelihoods
with impacts expected to increase over coming decades;

RECOGNISING that ramping-up the conservation of nature will be critical for solving the climate
emergency;

NOTING the call from IUCN Members for an equitable, nature-positive and net zero world to ensure
there is more nature globally in 2030 than there was in 2020, by halting and reversing the loss of
nature to put nature on a path to recovery for the benefit of all people and the planet by 2030, as
well as tackle climate change, achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, and enable people and
communities to thrive in a healthy and stable future;

NOTING that political leaders participating in the United Nations Summit on Biodiversity in
September 2020, representing 88 countries from all regions, and the European Union, have
committed to reversing biodiversity loss by 2030 and endorsed the Leaders’ Pledge for Nature;

MINDFUL that many youth, religious and traditional leaders, scientists, indigenous peoples,
business leaders, civil society organisations and the public are calling for bold and ambitious
action to address the climate and ecological crises;



AWARE OF the comprehensive and participatory process for the preparation of the post-2020
global biodiversity framework in accordance with Decision 14/34 of the Conference of the Parties
to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), to be concluded at the second part of the 15th
Conference of Parties in Kunming, China in 2022;

WELCOMING the establishment and ongoing activities of the CBD’s Open-ended Working Group on
the post-2020 global biodiversity framework while recognising that this work is ongoing and this
Resolution does not prejudge the outcome ;

LAUDING the multiple other calls to action that have been endorsed by di�erent groups of
countries launched since 2019, including Nature Champions: Call to Action at the Nature
Champions Summit, the G7 Nature Compact at the Heads of States Meeting, the Co-Chairs’ report
at the 9th Trondheim Biodiversity Conference and the G20 Environment Ministers’ Communiqué;

RECALLING Resolution 6.096 Safeguarding space for nature and securing our future: developing a
post-2020 strategy (Hawai‘i, 2016), which called on the Director General and all components of
IUCN to promote and support the development of the post-2020 strategy;

WELCOMING the inputs of Council’s Post-2020 Task Force and of Commissions to IUCN’s evolving
position on the post-2020 global biodiversity framework; and

NOTING the increasing calls to both recognise a right to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable
environment in the UN Human Rights Council and to reflect this in the post-2020 global
biodiversity framework;

The IUCN World Conservation Congress 2020, at its session in Marseille, France:

1. CALLS ON the Director General and all of IUCN to continue to contribute to the development of
the post-2020 global biodiversity framework, by actively promoting the recommendations
included in this Resolution, and to fully support the global biodiversity framework once adopted
through the implementation of the IUCN Programme 2021–2024 Nature 2030 and the Addendum;

2. CALLS ON IUCN Members and INVITES CBD Parties, other governments, intergovernmental
organisations, all stakeholders and indigenous peoples and local communities (IPLCs) to work, as
appropriate, with national-level and other counterparts engaged in the CBD to encourage them to
join forces to develop, adopt and implement a post-2020 global biodiversity framework that:

a. reflects the urgent transformative change necessary to promote a whole of society transition to
address direct and indirect drivers of biodiversity loss and secure the planet’s life support system;

b. fully implements the three objectives of the Convention including the conservation of biological
diversity, its sustainable use of the components of the biological diversity, and fair and equitable
access to, and sharing of, benefits from the utilisation of genetic resources in a balanced manner;

c. contains a Vision for 2050 of living in harmony with nature and an inspirational, and easy to
communicate 2030 Mission, thereby aiming to halt and reverse biodiversity loss to achieve a
nature-positive world by 2030;

d. contains specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and time-bound targets and milestones for
2030 to halt and reverse the unprecedented loss of biodiversity and take urgent and transformative
action to restore and conserve biodiversity for the survival and benefit of nature, people and
planet;

e. clearly addresses both direct and indirect drivers of the loss of biodiversity that were identified
by the IPBES Global Assessment report, includes ambitious nature-positive sectoral targets to
ensure e�ective sectoral engagement and action, notably by supporting the establishment of
national, regional and global sectoral plans of action (for food, agriculture, fisheries, forestry,
infrastructure, and any other relevant sectors) as well as national and regional multi-stakeholders
and multisectoral platforms;

f. includes the following critical elements in the 2030 Milestones:



g
i. increase in the area, connectivity and integrity of ecosystems and zero human-induced
extinctions of species, and recovery of the population abundance of species and safeguard genetic
diversity of wild and domesticated species;

ii. halving of the footprint of production and consumption and ensuring that all relevant public and
private decisions support the achievement of a nature-positive and equitable world and safeguard
human rights;

iii. fair access to and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilisation of genetic
resources and associated traditional knowledge are secured to ensure the conservation of
biodiversity and that any use be sustainable; and

iv. adequate financial and other resources to implement the framework are available and
deployed, progressively closing the financing and other gaps, including by significantly increasing
finance from all sources for the implementation of the framework and minimizing public and
private financial flows that are harmful to biodiversity by 2030;

g. can be translated into ambitious local, national, regional, multilateral and sectoral targets,
commitments and actions;

h. mainstream biodiversity across all sectors to achieve biodiversity positive impacts, including by
integrating the value of nature into decision making across all sectors or making positive impact
commitments, including by:

i. transforming food and agricultural systems, including by applying ecosystem approaches,
ensuring food loss and waste are significantly reduced, and making a shi� toward sustainable and
healthy diets, and recovering and preserving indigenous technologies for food system resilience to
align human and planetary health;

ii. ensuring that infrastructure development minimises negative impacts on biodiversity, and
compensates for any residual impacts by restoring priority ecosystems to achieve biodiversity
positive outcomes; and

iii. conserving and sustainably using biodiversity in productive, extractive and urban ecosystems;

i. focuses on the integrity, including the functioning, of natural ecosystems, maintenance and
restoration of key biodiversity elements in areas of global and national significance for biodiversity,
in particular Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) and Ecologically and Biologically Significant Areas
(EBSAs), where recognised, and the ecological restoration of degraded places and also restore the
relationship of humans with nature;

j. safeguards human rights;

k. forms a guiding framework that integrates and achieves the objectives of the CBD, as well as the
other Rio Conventions and biodiversity-related conventions and processes, and the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development;

l. sets up a strong implementation mechanism that promotes responsibility and transparency that
includes national planning, reporting, periodic review, and where consistent with national
legislation, ratchet and compliance, as well as a global stocktake to assess collective progress
toward meeting the goals, milestones, and targets of the framework;

m. recognises the intrinsic and existential importance of biodiversity, worthy of protection in its
own right;

n. calls on all components of IUCN to support the full and e�ective participation of indigenous
peoples and work towards the implementation of all protection, conservation and restoration
activities with the free, prior and informed consent of indigenous peoples, and with appropriate



recognition of the rights of indigenous peoples to their lands, territories and resources, as set out
under the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), and full
respect for their diverse knowledge systems;

o. includes global targets to ensure that, without prejudice to Resolution 6.050 Increasing marine
protected area coverage for e�ective marine biodiversity conservation (Hawai‘i, 2016):

i. at least 30% of terrestrial areas and inland waters (Note: ‘inland waters’ – as defined by the
Convention on Biological Diversity and Ramsar Convention) and of coastal and marine areas,
respectively, are e�ectively and equitably governed, protected and conserved with a focus on sites
of particular importance for biodiversity, in well-connected systems of protected areas and other
e�ective area-based conservation measures (OECMs) by 2030, with the free, prior and informed
consent of indigenous peoples, and with appropriate recognition of the rights of indigenous
peoples to their lands, territories and resources, as set out under UNDRIP, and support for the full
and e�ective participation of local communities in the protection and conservation activities, with
the recognition of customary and local governance practices as appropriate, along with their
diverse knowledge system;

ii. all managed areas, including for agriculture, fisheries, aquaculture and forestry, are under
biodiversity-inclusive sustainable management, in particular through the conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity, including natural, semi natural, managed, extractive and urban
ecosystems; and

iii. all of the land and waters, traditionally governed and conserved by IPLCs, are appropriately
recognised and collectively secured;

p. ensures that social and economic assessments are conducted in accordance with universally
accepted environmental, social and governance (ESG) standards, or national laws and due
procedures with the e�ect of a�ording full social safeguards to those a�ected, in particular those
rights holders and disadvantaged groups in achieving the targets specified in paragraph o;

q. includes adequate means of implementation – including through a comprehensive resource
mobilisation strategy, through a substantial increase in resources from all sources and the
development of funding streams to facilitate all countries in meeting the targets and also the
repurposing of all incentives harmful to biodiversity and alignment of financial flows – towards a
pathway to halt and reverse biodiversity loss;

r. ensures the full and e�ective participation and recognition of the role of all relevant stakeholders
and rights-holders, including civil society and IPLCs, as an essential prerequisite to facilitate the
successful implementation of the framework; and

s. is complemented by a robust and comprehensive monitoring framework that ensures that key
dimensions of biodiversity, including trends of species populations at global level, and key
commitments and actions necessary to reverse biodiversity loss are adequately monitored;

3. URGES all governments to:

a. elevate the need to urgently tackle nature degradation and biodiversity loss to the highest
political level, including through forthcoming high-level UN meetings;

b. through a whole-government approach, fully integrate nature in all key political, economic,
cultural and social decisions and throughout all relevant sectors, in cooperation with relevant
stakeholders and rightsholders, including civil society and the private sector, at all levels and
stages of decision making;

c. secure as soon as possible an ambitious legally-binding agreement on the Conservation and
Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) under
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS);



d. take necessary actions to eliminate, redirect, repurpose, or reform subsidies and other
incentives identified as potentially harmful to the environment by 2030, as well as those linked to
human rights violations, and especially to biodiversity and climate;

e. ensure a successful CBD COP15, and its high-level segment, in Kunming and towards the
adoption of a transformative post-2020 global biodiversity framework, by using the time between
today and the planned January meetings e�ectively to move the process closer to consensus and
desired levels of ambition, in particular on the structure of the framework, the resource
mobilisation strategy, the implementation mechanism and specific wording of key goals,
milestones, targets and concepts such as Nature-based Solutions (NbS); and

f. pursue e�orts to limit global warming to 1.5ºC for biodiversity and people, including by, inter
alia, rapidly and significantly scaling up the implementation of NbS that maintain and support
biodiversity while contributing to mitigation and adaptation to climate change.


