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NRFP Conservation Workshop 2024 
1. Introduction 

Background 
The Yellow Sea is located between Korea and China and is well known for its remarkable productivity and rich 
biodiversity. As a crucial hub in the East Asian – Australasian Flyway, linking East Asia to Australia, it plays a 
pivotal role in shaping the migration patterns of diverse species. However, this vital region faces escalating 
challenges such as intensifying pollution resulting from dense populations and extensive development. Marine 
inhabitants of the Yellow Sea, including sea turtles, seals, and porpoises (Narrow-ridged finless porpoises 
(NRFP)), are facing imminent threats of extinctions. 
 
Among them, the NRFP is known for its wide distribution in the Yellow Sea, particularly near Korea, China, 
and Japan. In Korea, it stands out as the most frequently observed cetacean and simultaneously the most stranded. 
Notably, from 2005 to 2011, their population in the Western Sea witnessed a drastic decline of 64%, prompting 
the Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries (MOF) to designate it as a marine protected species in 2016. Furthermore 
in 2017, it was officially recognized as "endangered" on the IUCN Red List. But in China it is classified as the 
second level of endangered species and receives relatively little attention compared to the freshwater Yangtze 
porpoises, which has a CR rating. 
 
During the 2020 IUCN World Conservation Congress (WCC), a resolution(WCC-2020-Rec-094) advocating 
collaboration among countries bordering the Yellow Sea for the conservation of NRFPs was adopted and is 
currently being implemented by MOF in collaboration with Plan Ocean. 
 
The resolution calls for the formation of an international working group to address known threats to NRFPs, 
conduct ecological surveys to determine population trends, distribution, and habitats, monitor bycatch 
conditions, and identify additional threats beyond bycatch. Additionally, it emphasizes raising awareness of the 
need for their protection and improving polies to support the cause. Currently, necropsies were done to 
determine the causes of death and identify issues within their marine ecosystem. To raise awareness, 
promotional materials on NRFP including the Yellow Sea's marine ecosystem, major threats and bycatch 
reduction devices were created. Additionally, explanatory meetings were held directly with local fishermen to 
ensure conservation efforts are made at the closest points of contact with the finless porpoises. To form the 
international working group, MOF and Plan Ocean has hosted an annual international conferences since 2021, 
seeking ways to communicate and collaborate with various stakeholders. 
 
In 2024, Korea, Japan, and Hong Kong plan to host a joint symposium on cetacean conservation in September. 
On the first day of this symposium, a workshop dedicated to creating a cooperative conservation platform for 
NRFP conservation is planned for scientists, policymakers, and NGOs from countries adjacent to the Yellow 
Sea. This workshop is expected to strengthen the momentum for finless porpoise conservation and initiate a 
cooperative platform for the conservation of marine biodiversity in the Yellow Sea. 

Objectives 

• Establish a working group dedicated to NRFP conservation 
• Formulate a detailed conservation strategy 

• Establish a platform to facilitate seamless and enhanced cooperation 
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2. Workshop agenda (This workshop is part of ICS 2024) 
1) Hosted by Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries KR, Organised by Plan Ocean 
2) Location: City University of Hong Kong 
3) Date: Friday, September 6, 2024  
4) Participants: Stakeholders from China, Japan and Korea 

 

Workshop for NRFP Conservation 2024 
Facilitator: Yumi Son (IUCN Asia) 

*Details of the schedule are subject to change. 
9:30 - 10:00 Registration and Networking 

Session 1. Current Status of NRFP Conservation (China, Japan, Korea) 

10:00 - 12:00 

• Welcome and introduction 

• Introduction of participants 

• Presentations on the current status and conservation efforts for NRFP in China, 
Korea and Japan 

• Population, distribution, DNA, bycatch, diseases, publicity, education, policy, 
etc. 

12:00 - 13:30 Lunch break 

Session 2. Collaboration plan development 

13:30-15:00 

• Group discussion 

• Topic : Collaboration plans in various fields 

• Group composition: 

• Ecology (population distribution, feed habit, DNA) 

• Bycatch and other threats 

• Outreach and education 
• Policy 

15:00 - 16:00 Presentation of group discussion outcomes 
16:00- 17:00 Draft and finalize a document summarizing the workshop outcomes 
17:00 Closing 
17:30 Dinner 
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3. International Cetacean Symposium 2024 Agenda 
*The invitation outlining full details of the symposium will be sent to you shortly by the City University of 
Hong Kong. 

1) Dates: Friday, September 6, 2024 ~ Tuesday, September 10, 2024 
2) Location: See table below 
3) Theme: Cetacean Research: From Basics to Future Outlook (Tentative) 
4) Host: City University of Hong Kong (Hong Kong), National Museum of Nature and Science 

(Japan), Plan Ocean (South Korea) 
5) Note: 

• Reaffirm the foundations of cetacean research and explore future research directions 

• Share knowledge on the physiology, anatomy, pathology, zoonotic diseases, and stranding 
response protocols for both captive and wild cetaceans 

• Participation form over 20 countries is anticipated 
 

 

ICS 2024 Agenda 
Date Schedule Location 
9/6 Friday NRFP conservation workshop City University of Hong 

Kong 9/7 Saturday Symposium 
9/8 Sunday AM : Symposium  

PM : Virtopsy workshop 
9/9 Monday Sighting survey by boat Field work 
9/10 Tuesday Necropsy  

* Draft proposal for Hong Kong, Japan, Korea 
Ocean Park 

 


