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Dear Mr Pfabigan, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 16 February 2021 on tiger trade which you sent on behalf of 
Four Paws and several other non-governmental organisations. I am responding also on behalf 
of Executive Vice-President Valdis Dombrovskis.  
  
As I said in my video message for your webinar on the same topic in December last year, 
and as discussed with my Cabinet and services whom you met on 2 March, we see the 
effective implementation and enforcement of the existing rules as the main priority in our 
efforts to protect tigers from threats related to international trade. The importance of focusing 
on illegal trade is confirmed also by the resolution on “Law enforcement regarding 
commercial trade in tigers and tiger parts” (Resolution 057) which the IUCN Congress 
adopted a few weeks ago by electronic vote. 
 
I recognise that more systematic collection of information on tigers kept and bred in EU 
Member States would facilitate the effective implementation and enforcement of the rules. 
The Commission is discussing with the Member States how this can be accomplished. An 
EU-wide electronic system for CITES permitting that is currently under development could 
provide relevant opportunities. As you rightly say, there are opportunities also in the context 
of the current evaluation and future revision of the EU Action Plan against Wildlife 
Trafficking, and I invite your organisation and others to contribute to the public consultation 
that will be held this spring as part of the evaluation. 
 
As a complement to the EU wildlife trade regulations, we are generally open towards 
developing specific guidance to Member States on the conditions under which permits for 
commercial trade in captive-bred tigers should or should not be issued. Given its non-binding 
nature, such guidance by the Commission can only be effective if the Member States fully 
subscribe to it; their involvement in all stages of the process is therefore indispensable. 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

https://webgate.ec.testa.eu/Ares/document/show.do?documentId=080166e5d9ccc6e1&timestamp=1615564542701


 
Your contributions to this discussion are much appreciated, and I look forward to continuing 
our shared efforts for the protection of this endangered species. 
 

    Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

    Virginijus Sinkevičius 


