
Promoting Sustainability in Fisheries through Improved Bottom Trawl 
Gear Selectivity

WWF INDIA  
2021



• In India it is estimated that 56.3% of the total catch of 
shrimp trawlers are bycatch (juveniles, non targeted 
species, ETP species)

• Gear selectivity & mesh size plays a critical role in 
reducing bycatch

• Diamond mesh (in use): The demerit is the net gets 
extended resulting is lesser opening resulting in bycatch 
of juveniles 

• Square mesh: The lumen does not stretch and remain 
open making it easy for the juveniles and small fishes to 
escape

• WWF advocating for square mesh cod end and recently 
amended in the Kerala Marine Fisheries Regulation Act. 

• Expanding this initiative to Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh 
& Odisha
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The issue of trawling and bycatch, Diamond Vs Square mesh cod end 



Trawl catch using square mesh cod end 



KMFRA Amendment on square mesh cod end Letter to WWF India from Dept. of Fisheries
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