


The issue of trawling and bycatch, Diamond Vs Square mesh cod end

In India it is estimated that 56.3% of the total catch of
shrimp trawlers are bycatch (juveniles, non targeted
species, ETP species)

Gear selectivity & mesh size plays a critical role in
reducing bycatch

Diamond mesh (in use): The demerit is the net gets
extended resulting is lesser opening resulting in bycatch
of juveniles

Square mesh: The lumen does not stretch and remain
open making it easy for the juveniles and small fishes to
escape

WWEF advocating for square mesh cod end and recently
amended in the Kerala Marine Fisheries Regulation Act.

Expanding this initiative to Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh
& Odisha

Squaremesh



Trawl catch using square mesh cod end
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(5) Fishing in any specified area by trawl net, seine net, gill net and
drift net in contravention to the dimension of gear and type and size of
mesh as specified below is prohibited under clause (d) of sub-section (1)
of section 4, namely:— :

TABLE
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' Maximum’
Minimum Dimension
Name of Gear Vernacular —oqp iz Type of (hung length

name mes.

(mm) and hung

depth)

Trawl nets

Fish/cephalopod Trawlvala 35 Square
trawl net ' :

Shrimp trawl net Trawlvala 25 Square
Seine net
Anchovy seine nets Netholivala Diamond 250 m x 50 m

Sardine/Mackerel Chalavala Diamond 600 m x 60 m
seine net '

Gill net/Drift net

Sardine net Mathivala/ Diamond 2000 m x 10 m
Chalavala

Mackerel net, - ° Aiylavala Diamond 2000 m x 10 m

Seer fish net Ayakooravala/ Diamond 5000 m x 18 m
Neymeenvala ' g '

Pomfret net Avolivala " Diamond 5000 m x 18 m

Prawn net Konchuvala/ Diamond 2000 m x 10 m
Chemmeenvala -

Tuna net Chooravala Diamond 5000 m x 18 m

' Croaker net Koravala ) Diamond 2000 m x 10 m
—___—_—_——_—’———‘__—_




Partners

Central Institute of Fisheries Technology, Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(technical)

Department of Fisheries ( Policy)

MPEDA-NETFISH, Ministry of Commerce (Community outreach)

Local NGO’s



